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1^M*M"^'^E RE never has been a period in 
X X which greater pretenfions were made 

i^ ^ to patriotiftn than in the pl^ent, 

^4\tm\i^ though perhaps there never was a pc«- 

riod in which public fpirit was fo utter* 
]y difregarded. Every man we meet has fomething 
to fay about the fufFerings of his unfortunate 
country, though at that very moment he is doing 
every thing in his power to prejudice this unfor<- 
nate country himfelf. In the courfe of my ac** 
quaintance I have known a man exclaim agaioft 
luxury, who could not make a dinner without 
twelve or fourteen difhes; and hatve heard a 
woman of fafhion commiferating the cafe of our 
diftrefied manufaSures, with, the very fame 
Vol. II, B >rcath 
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oreatb that gave orders for the purchafe of a 
French filk, a fet of Drefden dilhes, or an Indian 
cabinet* Coatradi&ion ts the prevailing foible of 
the prefcnt age ; and in nothing are we more un- 
accountable, thaii in our eternal pretenfions to 
cohfifteiicy. 

"The mod whimfical patriot, however^ whom 
I have met with, is* Ned Scamper. This extraor* 
dinary character has ftudied the celebrated fable 
of the bees with the clofeft attention, and puts 
down every vice or folly which he commits to the 
good of his country. If he gets intoxicated, it is 
from a fpirit of genuine patriotifm. The national 
revenue is benefited in proportioned to the quan- 
tity heconfumes: and if he breaks the head of 
ah unfortunate waiter, that's another inftance of 
public fpirit. The money which he gives to make 
the afiair up, circulates through the community, 
and is a caufe of fatisfadion to a thoufand families* 
In fhort, Ned has drank, wenched, fought, and 
beggared himfelf, through an exalted folicitude 
for the general emolument, and is now clofe pent 
up in one of our prifons, out of a pure and difm- 
terefted regard for the welfare of fociety. 
w Yet notwithftanding the little claim which 
the generality of this kingdom can really have to 
the charader of patriotifm, it muft^ neverthelefs 
be acknowledged, that we have fome people, who 
in oppofitton to the torrent of fa(hionable folly, 
confume fcarcely any thing but the produce of 
their owA country. To be fure theib people cut 

but 
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but a vety atdderate figtire hi lift ; (Htf Idtd^Oti 
rife befMd the kvel 6( tff^r uroffflflftrt^ tdmrMii 
foldicrsu, hackney coac1mieti| dr bvickltf^tri* litbdU^ 
rers : bat what then, bdth thelt heat atiftf thtir gift 
are mamifadiured within the weekly b9ls ; and if 
their tobacco is Hot tfee imiAedfate growth of Great 
Britain^ it is at leaft (cM us from foine of th6 
Britifh plantations. Nay their very oaths are en«- 
tirely of Englifb macetiaH — no *Pon mf hmouri'^ 
or let me dies, and fuch like defpicable exclantation^ 
of foreign contexture; but a folid b-^tmy J-^i^ 
like a Humming tankard of Cdverfs etttire btttt^ 
ftrkes us at once with admiration, and gives ail 
equal proof both of their public Tpirit aiid under* 
ftandtng. 

• It is remarkable^ that though thcfe pcopld art 
the beft friends^to the real intereft o^ tbeir cotintry, 
they neverthelefs give thertfelres ito airs cff fttt*- 
portancc, nor run into any infdcni felf^fuffiti^ncits 
about their attachment to the good of the kingdom-* 
On the contrary, they leave every arrogance of 
this nature to their fuperiors who USt upon prin^ 
ciples diametrically oppofite ; from Which we thitf 
naturally infer, that thofe are always th6 trueft 
patriots who make the leaft (lemafids Upon out 
gratitude for praife ; and who puYfue the irideviabld 
path of national welfare, i)vithout looking uport 
themfelves as entitled to any extraordinary merit 
from the fteadinefs of thdr cotirfe. It U alfo 
Worthy of obfervatlon that the lower the fituationt 
of ffee BHtlA'?lebeia'rf, t!ie more inflexibly rivctted 

B 2 we 



4 Th E. B A B L E R. No. 66. 

we find him to the good of his country; the more 
we fee him wedded to his gin and tobacco ; while 
pn the contrary, the higher we go among confe* 
quence and coronets, the higher encouragement 
we (hall find given to every thing of a foreign ma- 
iiufa£ture, and the higher we fhall find the noftril 
of contempt turned up at the produce of poor old 
England. 

...It may poffibly be obferved on this occafion, 
that notwithftanding this great fuperiority which 
I give the loweft ranks over the very firft ; yet if 
an enquiry was made into the principles of each, 
ppth might appear to bear a nearer fimilitude at 
bottom, than at prefent I feem inclinable to allow* 
It may poflibly be urged, that if the pooreft orders 
jof the people were able to furnifhthemfelves with 
the luxuries of life, they would run into juft the 
fame exceiTes for which the^ are continually railing 
at their betters ; and manifeft as little regard for 
the welfare of their country, as the moft fafhiona* 
bk man of quality in the kingdom. Why in faft, 
I believe they would; but this proves nothing- 
more, than that, with all our patriotic boafting, 
we have not a fingle fpaik of public fpirit ex- 
iting amongft us as a nation ; and that with all 
pur ridiculous parade of free-born Englifhmen, we 
^re the verieft flaves, in the univerfe to the worft of 
tyrants — vice and afFeflation. 

The only way to recover our liberty from 
the opprcflive fangs of fuch arbitrary rulers, is 
to make a proper ufe of our underftanding. — 

'•We 
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We do not want cither fpirit or good- fen fe j* yet 
through fome unaccountable impulfe, we ad as 
if utterly deftitute of both# — We can ridicule 
our follies, and be aifaamed of our vices, yet lieVfet' 
make the leaft effort to get the better of either ; 
and there is fcarccly a road to virtue but what we 
have the juftice to admire, at the very inftant we 
are giving the moft unbounded loofe to licdhtiouf^ 
Bcfs and immorality. With regard, however, to 
4i£^ions of a public kind, there is a patriotifm of 
the moft exalted nature, with which we have 
hitherto appeared totally unacquainted, notwkh- 
ftanding it is of infinitely greater importance than 
the encouragement of commerce or! manufa£lures.' 
.This patriotifm is .the. pra£^cc! of moral reditude, 
and the d^fire of fetting a good example, to our 
neighbours* Now-a-days, if a legiflator delivers 
a popular harangue in either houfe of parliament, 
we fet him down as the delicia humani generis ; and 
upon the mere flrength of this fingle qualification, 
give him an indubitable privilege to trample upon 
every law both of reafon and morality. If he 
exerts himfelf in* a ftrenuous oppofition to Go- 
vernment, we are regardlefs how mariy worthy 
tradefmen he breaks by his diihonefty, and laug;h 
at a violation of our wife^ and our daughters^ 
where the ruffian happens to profefs a real regard 
iox the rntereft of his country. By this means we 
reconcile the whiteft virtue with the nK>ft opi^ofite 
vice ; and imagine it pdilible, that a man can hav& 
the higheft veneration imaginable for our rights 

B 3 and 
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mi Vkml^ when he U b vfting through the moft 

ApKfi of them all. 

I«tT iMs bgvrcver^ be afliired, thftt a bsd man 
HfVfT f»a4fl dl Mul patriot. He that is infenfible 
QjF wliat he owe9 to his Deity and to himfelf, can 
Jieirer be eoiircious of what is due to his country* 
The foiin^aiion of all public excellence is in pri- 
vate viitiie; and where we find that Wanting^ 
Ibougb a combination of fome peculiar circum-^ 
lUnees may- engage a great perfonage^ to fupport 
file inteceft of his country^ we may reft afTured, 
that he is aftiiated by motives very different to the 
principles of patriotifm i and that he only makes 
life of the ftfeinating found to cloak the purpofear 
of diiappointed pride» and fecret refentment. 
Where a. nan tndy lows his country, he is tender 
of ita minuteft laws, and pays an equal regard to 
t}ie mania, as he does to the temporal interefts, of 
the puUic. 
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THOUGH I. have more than once con- 
demned tte pra£Uce of toafting as a cuftom 
diametrically oppofite to eveiy principle both of 
veafon and politene6, there is, however, one fpe- 
cies of it which has yet efcaped my animadverfioo, 
thoi^h perhaps none of the leaft culpable : I in- 
tend therefiure to make it the fubje£); of my prefeni 

difcuffion. 
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difcuffion, and flatter myfelf that it wiH prenre tr6 
way difegreeable to mjr readers. 

When the fa&ion of toafting was firft of all 
inftituted, is by no means a neceflkry objedl of 
enquiry ; bat had h been judiciouriy confined ttl 
the limrtsof a tavern, and kept facred for the put- 
pefed of midnight riot, it would be ihlinTtcly left 
entitled to our cenfure and contempt. The wild 
and giddy headed hour of extravagantre might {>ro- 
bably palliate a cafeia! gcrft of folly and licentiouf-^ 
nefs ; but when in open violation of all the difla es 
of decency, it is carried into private families, 
the leaft extenuation becomes utterly impoffiblflf^ 
and indignation is at a lofs whether moft to cbpi 
demn the ignorance or the brutality of the pror 
ceeding. 

It is a juft obfervation of n very celebrated 
author, that in proportion as every country is 
barbarous, it is addi£led to inebriety. Were die 
people of England to be judged of by this ftandard^ 
' it is much to be feared, that our national cha- 
raAer would be none of the moft amiable. Not** 
withftanding few people can lay down better rule^ 
^behaviour than ourfelves, there are none more 
unaccountably prepofterousinthdrconduA: when 
we vifit at one anothers houfes, and propofe to 
pafs a few hours in an agreeable manner, bow ab« 
furdly do we fet out : inftead of endeavouring to 
enjoy what Mr. Pope finely calls 

7i^ fe^ of reajim and tbejhw effoul^ 

B 4 we 
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we think every entertainment infipid till reafon it 
totally banifhed out of company} and imagine^ 
through fome monftrous depravity of inclination, 
that a focial emanation of foul is never to be ob- 
tained, but where politenefs and propriety are ap- 
parently facrificed, and the roar of underbred ex- 
cefs circulated round the room at the expence 
both of fenfe and morality* 

To the indelible difgrace of this country, there 
is fcarcely a vice or a folly of our neighbours, 
but what we feduloufly copy, at the very moment 
we afted to mention the people whofe manners 
we thus ridiculoufly imbibe, with the moft infupe- 
rable difregard. Their good qualities are in hSt 
the only things which we fcorn to adopt, as if it 
was a derogation either from pur fpirit or. our un« 
derftanding to owe a fingle inftance of prudence 
or virtue to the force of example. France in par- 
ticular has kindly fupplied us with an abundance 
of follies; but there is not, to my recolledioit, 
any one circumflance wherein fhe has given the 
/malleft improvement to our underftandings : not 
that France is deftitute in fenfe, or deficient in 
.virtue : it is we who want the wifdpm of imitating 
her where flie is really praife-worthy ; and are 
,jnfatuated to the lamentable degree of negle£^ing 
.thofe actions which we ought to purfue with our 
higheft admiration, to follow thofe which ought 
to be the obje^s of our higheft averfion and con- 
tempt. 

' I M 
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. In the prefent cafe, I mean their convivial en-^*' 
tertainments, the French .are particularly fenfible 
and well-Hred ; they are all vivacity without run- 
ning into the leaft indelicacy ; and can keep, up 
the neceflary life of a focial meeting, without b0r« 
rowing the fmalleft affiftance from . immoraKty* 
In the moil elevated flow of fpirits they never think 
of fending the women out of company, merely, to 
give an unbounded loofe to ribaldry and licentiouf- 
jiefs. On the contrary, they eflimate the pleafure 
of the entertainment by the number of the Jadies; 
and look upon an. evening to«be moft wretchedly 
trifled away, where a party of men make, an ap* 
pointment for a taverm Thus their politenefs 
prevents them from deviating either into folly or 
vice 5 and in the moft intimate intercourfc of fami- 
lies, nothing fcarcely ever pafies but a round of 
ienfible freedom and unconftrained civility. v . 
With qs, however, the cafe is widely difFe*- 
rent; if half a dozen friends meet at the houfe 
of a valuable acquaintance, inftead of treating his 
wife, his fifter, or his daughter, with a proper .de- 
gree of. refped ; we all manifeft an irbfalute. dif* 
'inclination for their company. The inftant thle 
cloth is taken away we expe£l they (haH retire, 
and look upon it as a piece of ill- breeding, if they 
accidentally ftay a moment longer than ordinary. 
• And 'for what are we fo impatient to be left to ^ . 
^ourfelves ? Why, . for the mighty fatiafa£lion of tf 
'•drinking an obfcene toaft, and the pleafure. of in- 
: di|criminately fUring a bumper to a W9man of.lvi- 

B 5 nour 
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jMir and a ftrmnpet ; the friend oF our bolbtn, 
aMid a feUowt whom we confider perhaps a9 the 
greatcA feotindrel in the untverfe. 

I N a country where the women are (o gene« 
ratly leiiiarfcable for good-fenTe and delicate viva**- 
city; wheie they alfo enjoy in other r^fpedts ait 
ample fliare of liberty, and in a manner regulate 
the laws of ptxipriety, it is not a tittle fiM'prtfing 
tfaat^ in the nK>ments of convivial feftivity we 
ftould treat them with fo palpable a contemj^r. 
The hour in which we drive €0 be moft happy, 
one would naturally imagine ihould be the time 
in which we ought moft earneftly to follicit the 
favour of their company : but ho ; it is impoffible 
to make an^Eoglifbman happy without allowing 
him to run into the grofleft illiberalities.. The 
converfation of an amiable woman he thinks by 
no means equal to the roar of a difibkite com* 
panion ; and it is abfolutely necefiary to make him 
gbrioufy drwtij as the faOiionable phrafe is^ before 
be can reach the envied pinnacle of z bm vrvmU 
felicity* 

T n £ pleafanteft excufe which all our choice 
'fpirits give foe this extraordinary attachment to 
toafting is> that without a toaft, there would he 
no poffibility of fincjinga iufficieat fund of cen* 
verfation for the company. Why then are the 
ladies excluded, who could add fo agreeably to 
the converfation? ^^ O, becaufe their prefenoe 
would be an invincible reftraint \ we could not (ay 
what we pleafe> norpuih the toaft about >'' that 

18, 
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is, in plain Engiifli, ^^ we coold not ittdalg« Ottf^ 
felves in a thovfand fcandalous excefies, wbick 
i^Oftld difgrace the loweft plebeian of the tomtfiii*' 
nity : we could neither deftrojr our conftitutkm 
nor our principles ; neither give a loofe to obfce- 
liity, intemperance, ' and execration ; ridicule !Be 
laws of our country, iior fly out againft the or- 
dinances of our God. Alas, civilized as we think 
ourfelves, id it an impoffibility fOr a nation of 
favages to be more barbarous or abfurd ? The ge- 
neral confequence of our convivial meetiiigs is the 
fevereft reflexion which they can undergo, for with 
all our boafted undejftanding, k it not rather an 
uncommon circumftance for the moft intimate ac- 
quaintance to break up without fohie broil highly 
prejudicial to their friendlhip, if not even dan^^ 
gerous to their lives ? 

To remedy fo great and fo univerfi) an etiJj 
to relcue our national charadier from, the imputa^ 
tion of barbarifm; and to eftablilh fame little 
claim to the reputation of a civilized people, there 
are but two ways left ; thefe howcvcJr are both 
ihort and effe<9ual onea : to abolifh toafting in atl 
tavern? ; and at all private houfes, ncv^r to make 
the laKlies withdraw froAi company. By thit 
crteans, in the firft place, thefe will be no emula«- 
tion among giddy-headed young fellows to fwallo# 
anothe? bumper ; nor any obligation for a mam 
wrth a weak conftitution to drink as hard as a 
feafoned Fox-hunter : and in the fecond tnftance, 
the meetings at private families by being conducted 

agreeable 
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agreeable to the prfnciples of poHtenefe, will never 
iwcrve from the fentiments either of rea(bn or 
virtue, but be, as they always ought, produ£live of 
focial mirth and real happiiiefs. 

' > < II I III I 

Numb. LXVIII. Saturday^ May 15/ 
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/SIR, 

THOUGH few people are lefs inclined than 
myfelf to cavil at the reputation of a great 
writer, yet it is with no little pain that I have 
often feea the public fo much ravi/hed with the 
whiftUng of a name^ as to ftaqdp the very errors of 
an author with the feal of admiration, and to think 
it impoffible, becaufe he was excellent on fome 
particular fubjefts, but what he muft be equally 
eminent on all* 

I AM led infenfibly into a reflexion of this na- 
ture, from a converfation which I had laft in a 
polite company, about the celebrated fable of Sigif- 
monda and Guifcard, as tranflated from Boccace, 
Jby Mr. Dryden. This performance every body 
mentioned with an air of rapture ; it was exquifitely 
tender Jn the fentiment ; a(toni(hing]y nervous in 
^the argument y and for verfification, was fuperior 
to any thing in the £ngli(h language. For my 
own part, Mr. Babler, I could by no means fee 
iir. what the amazing merit of this poem confifled : 

as 
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as to the tendency, I am Aire it is to the laft de- 
gree dangerous; as to the conduft, it is both 
againft reafon and nature ; and as to the literary 
merit, though there is here and there an emanation 
of genius, yet where there is one tollerable line 
there are fifty infinitely too flat and infipid to be 
admitted into the laft page of a common news- 
paper. 

That I may not fecm on this occafion to 
reckon without my hoft, I fliall take the liberty 
of recapitulating the principal circumftances of the 
ftory ; thefe therefore are as follow : Tancred king of 
Salerno, had aliioft beautiful woman for a daughter, 
whom he married to a neighbouring monarch; but 
that prince dyings Sigifmonda, which was the name 
of the lady, returned to her father's court, and was 
received with a degree of uncommon rapture by 
her father, who had always loved her with an inh- 
ered ible affection. 

Unhappily, however, Sigifmonda was of a 
moft amorous conftitution ; the poet himfelf tells 
us, . • 

^^ Youth, health, and eafe, and a mdft amorous 

** mind, 
*VTo fecond nuptials had her thoughts inclin'd 
«« And former joys had left a kcxttfting behind." 

Had I a defign to criticife feverely onthe laft line, 
I (hould naturally conclude that her deceafed 
liulband had bequeathed her fome marks of his 

afiedtion that required an immediate application to 

• • • • •. 

the 
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the furgeon: but little errors are below a ferious 
obfervation. Thc^ing here mentioned, 1 fuppofe^ 
means nothing more than an encreafed deCtre for 
a bed-fellow ; and therefore I fliall wave a com-* 
ttient upon the expreffion, and go on contentedly 
with my narrative. 

The warmth of Sigifmonda*s conftitution, 
however, would not permit her to do without a 
lover i in order therefore to gratify her wiihes, 
and yet offer no violence to the laws of virtue, 
fee caft her eyes "round her father's court, and 
made choice of Guifcard, who had formerly been 
a page in the palace, and was not a little cele* 
brated both for his mental and perfonal accom- 
pliChments ; having determined in relation to the 
man, her next care was to make an appointment 
with him, which flie effe&ed in a very artful man- 
ner, and went to the place of rendezvous herfelf, 
attended by a prieft, that matters might be fettled 
eut of hand. 

SiGiSMONDA having now obtained her great 
wifli, a hufband, contrived by every meagns in her 
power, to keep the matter ftill a fecret from her 
iather : but unluckily one day as fhe waa giving a 
loofe to the warnfteft tranfports with her beloved 
Gi»fcard, the old king accidentally became a wit* 
nefs of their intercourfe, and believing very na- 
turally that his daughter was a ftrumpet, deter- 
mined, and in my opinion notoinjuftly, to take an 
ample revenge obi the man who had, as he con- 
ceived, fo audacioufly violated the honour of his 

family ; 
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family ; with this view be retired for that time 
unperceived, and ordered a cbuple of fturdy fellows 
to way-Ii^ Guifcard and take him into cuftody^ 
the next time be paid a fecret vjfit to the princefc 
This order was executed accordingly ; and Sigif- 
monda was ftretched upon the lover's hell a whole 
night, impatiently waiting for the appearance of 
her hufband, and burning at once with all the ve* 
hemence of the mofl ardent expectation, and all 
the fury of the moft inordinate love. 

Next morning when fhe appeared before her 
father, the good old king, to preferve the dignity 
of both their characters, treated her vi^ith hisac- 
cuftomed tendernefs, till all their attendants re- 
^ tired; he then, in the moft affeding terms, de- 
claimed upon her guilt, mentioned his own ex- 
ceflSive fondnefs for her, and begged (he would fay 
fometbing In extenuation of her crime, fince it 
was impoffible to varniih it over with any feafible 
excufe. He concluded, however, with the ftrongeft 
menaces againft Guifcard, ftill imagining that 
he was nothing more than the paramour of his 
daughter. 

Hitherto Tancred's behaviour was nothing 
but what might be reafonably expedcd both from 
a tnonarch and a man. But the delicate Sigif- 
monda, to cftaWifli the charafter of a heroine, 
was to zSt in immediate oppofition to the fenti- 
ments of nature. Inftead therefore of falling at 
her father's feet, and endeavouring to excite his 
pity and fergtYends, ihe put on the unblufhing 

front 
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front of a Govent-Garden ftrimipet ^ calkd hiih 
II tyrant repeatedly ; and told him^ that (he had 
married Guifcard from an impoffibility to live with 
out an intercourfe of fex with fome body, fincc 
he (Tancred) took fo little pains to get her ano- 
ther huiband. That I may notfeem to exaggerate 
I Aall here give part of Tancred's fpeech, and 
part of her reply. 

*' As I have lovM, and yet l love thee more, 
** Than ever father lov'd a child before ; 
** So that indulgence draws me to forgive ; 
<* Natiire that gives thee life would have thee live. 
** But as a public parent of the fiate, 
**, My juflice, and thy crime, requires thy fate. 
** F^dik would I chbofe a middle courfe to deer : 
** Nature's too kind, and juftice too ftvere: 
** Speak for us both, and to the balance bring 
*« On either fide the father and the king. 
** Heav*n knows my heart is bent to favour thee ; 
'** Make it but fcanty weight and leave the reft to 

« me/' 
Here flopping with a figh, he pourM a flood 
Of tears, to make the laft expreiSon good.— ^ 

From this .behaviour of Tancrcd's^ and from 
the prodigious fondnefs which he had always ma- 
.jiifefted for her, Sigifmonda, had the ftrongeft 
reafon in the world to cxpe£i a pardon from her 
father; but no — flie was to treat the venerable 
prince with the utmoft indignity ; to fet an ex-^ 
ample of ignorant difobedience to all poilf rity ; 
^nd to iacrifice the life of a man whom Ihe paffio* 

na.ely 
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natdy • loved, merely becaufe thq^ poet wanted to 
make her an heroine. — Rjfum teneatis amci* — 
Here begins her anfwer. 






Tancred, I neither am difpofed to make 
Requeft for life, nor oiFer'd life to take ; 
*• Mach lefs deny the deed, but leafi: of ail 
^' Beneath pretended juftice weakly fall, 
^' My words to facred truth ihali be confin'd, 
** My deeds fhall ihew the greatnefs of my miad. 
** That I have lov'd I own ; that ftill I love, 
'* I call to witDefs all the pow'rs above : 
•* Yet more I own; to Gaifcard's love I give 
** The fmall remaining time I have to lives 
*^ And if beypnd this life deiire can be, 
** Not fate itfelf fliall fet my paffion free. 

•* This firft avow'd 5 nor folly warp*d my mind, 
**. Nor the frail tex'ture of the female kind 
** fietray*d my virtue 5 for too well I knew 
' ** What honour was, and honour had his due« 
**-~Before the holy prieft my vows were ty'd, 
** So came I not a flrumpet, but a biide ; 
^* This for my fame and for the public voice : 
** Yet more, his merits juftiiied jny choice ; 
**• Which had they not, the firfl election thine, 
** That bond dilTolv'd, the next is freely mine; 
** Or grant I err'd, (which yet i mull deny) 
** Had parents pow'r even fecond vows to tie ; 
* * Thy little care to mend my njoido^d nights $ 
** Has forced me to recourfe ^of marriage rites ^ 
" To fill an empty Jide^ and follo<w knoivn de^ 

" lights, 

** ^t'^hat have I done in this deferring blame ? 
** State-laws may alter, nature's are the fame ; 

•« Thcfe 
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<' Thefe are ufurpMon helplcfs women kind, 
*' Made withoat our consent, and wantiag pow'r 
" to bind.'* 

SigisMonda's harangue you know, Mr. Bab- 
ler, is a very long one, and in feveral pafTages 
contain^ fentiments infinitely too grofs for the car 
of a delicate reader. The public, however, from 
thefe ciirfory obfervations, will immediately tic, 
that the conda£l of Tancred, if not totally excu- 
fable, has at leaft not a little to be faid in iVs de- 
fence j and they will alfo fee, that highly as Sigif- 
monda has been admired for her fpirit and her vir«> 
tue by SI number of writers, that admiration has 
been much more the effect of their complaifance 
than the refult of her defervings. 

I am» Sir, &c. 

CRITO. 

Numb. XJCIX. Saturday^ May 22* 

Ta the B A B L £ R. 

SIR, 

ALKING lately through a church-yard 



w 



to the northward of this metropolis, I was 

not a little entertained with an infcription upon 

the tombftone of an honeft Q)oper, which by way 

of arrogating his confequence, mentioned, that 

had he lived but two years longer, he had been 

junior warden of his company* 

It 
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It is an abfurd opinion which a great many 
people entertain, that pride and felf-i'ufficiency 
are entirely confined to the fuperior orders of man- 
kind, (Ince the minuted examination into human 
nature would fufficiently convince us, that the 
verieft plebeian in creation has his fpecies of va« 
n'rty, and is pofTefTed of fome particular advantage^ 
which in his own opinion gives him a pre-eminence 
over all the world ; a ribband or a ftar we gene- 
rally imagine to be no inconfiderable fources of 
felf-fufficience ; yet I have feen a farmer's fervant 
in bis Sunday's cotton waificoat, aiTume more airs* 
and ftrut about a village with a lobk of greater 
confequence than ever I faw among a croud of 
the firft nobility in the drawing-room* 

HowcvER we may look upon pride to be . the 
offspring of condition, a very finall fliare* of re-* 
coUedion will convince us, that the latent prin- 
ciples of it are equally implanted in the bofoms of 
high and low by die unrefpeding hand of nature i 
and perhaps when we come to confider matters 9 
litde farther, we may find that this very pride is 
given us by the particular goodnefs of providence 
to reconcile us to our various fituations, and to 
raife the chearful fun of ferenity upon that lot, 
which we might otherwife be tempted to look 
upon with a conftant mordfication and regret* 
Thus far felf-fufficience may be looked upon, not 
only as ufeful, but as fortunate : the moment, ne* 
verthelefs, in which it leads us to forget what is 
due to the merits of others, that moment it de« 

viates 



20 T H E B A B L E R. No. 69- 

viates from the original end of its inftitution, be- 
tomes criminal as well as ridiculous, and equally 
cxpofes us to the univerfal averfion and the uni- 
verfal contempt. 

The more we examine the behaviour of man- 
kind, the lefs difference we (hall find made by;the 
circumftance of rank. The vices of the moft op- 
pofite orders, like their follies, are pretty nearly 
related, and fpring pretty much from the fame 
motives, if we may form the leaft opinion by 
their ends : if the man of faihion fquanders away 
an eftate at Newmarket 5 the journeyman artizan: 
is equally ready to part with his all at an humble" 
game of Dutch pins, or the throwing of a piece 
at the (huffie^board : if his grace finds the fummit 
tf human felicity in a hon vivant circle at Almacks 
or the Cocoa Tree, the porter is equally happy over 
a tankard of Caherfs Entire Butt at the Horfe-ihoe 
and Magpye, and looks upon himfelf to be every 
whit as much entitled to a right of damnitig the 
waiter, and difturbing the company, as the firft lord 
in the univerfe; nay, in his amours, he is to the 
full as profligate, and will pick up his occafional 
fille dejoye^ with the fame happy inattention to the 
confiitution 6f his wife and the welfare of his 
family. Condition in fa£l is the child of fortune, 
and rank, though it may polifti'the courfe of na- 
ture, can never totally alter it ; fo that to fuppof^ . 
the various fituations of life are not aftuated Jby 
fimilar inclination in the main, is to fuppofe our- 

ftlves 
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felves totally unacquainted both with the fenti-* 
•ments of the world, and the j;>rin£iples of common 
underftanding. 

To make 9 proper application of the foregoing 
reflexions, we muft coniider that in difpofing of 
the various lots in human affairs, the benignity 
of providence intended an equal portion of felicity 
for all : he wifely defigned that if the poor man 
had nothing more than a cottage, his wiflies fliould 
be contrafted to the fcanty limits of his little hut j 
and meant to blefs him with as ample a portion 
of content over an humble meal of vegetables, as 
if all the luxuries of the univerfe were collefled 
for his entertainment, and ferved up in the moft 
captivating rounds of an exquidte variety and a^ 
ftriking magnificence. It is generally the fault of 
manhimfelfjif everhcis wretched. True happinefs, 
as I have already faid^ exifts only in the noind^ ho\y- 
ever abfurdly we may fuppofe it te the refult from 
an affluence of circumftances, or an elevation of 
dignity ; he therefore that complains of being 
miferable, does nothing more in fa£l, than up- 
braid himfelf with inconfiftency ; his wretched- 
nefs, if he ferioufly enters into a difcuffion of the 
matter, will be found to proceed from the want of 
fomething which he can do very well without ; 
and every foundation of complaint will appear to 
be the confequence pf his own folly, notwith-^ 
(landing the impious fuppofition that it entirely 
arifes from the unkindnefs of his Godr 

Of 
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Of all the philofophers I ever met, I don't 
remember to have knoyn^fa truly fenfible a fellovir 
as poor Dick Wilkins. Dick by never indulging 
too fanguine an expeftation, was Aire to encounter 
bat- few difappointn^nts ; where he wanted real 
foundations for ajfif^ative happinefs, if I may beg 
the word, he W9i^d build hjjnfelf a kind of ne- 
gative felicity ,«*!d out of misfortunes, which other 
people looked idKn -as irreparable, furfiiBi himfelf • 
with continual fubjeils of confolation. Thus 
when his houfe wasburnt to the ground, inftead, 
ti lamenting over tbe lofs, he* rejoiced that he 
himfelf had not pcriflied in the flames ; and once, 
when the finall pox had fnatched away a fine little 
" girl of whom he was fxceffively fond, Dick re- 
turned thanks to providence, that the diftemflcr 
had communicated to no other perfon in his family; 
by this means he got the better of calamity, and 
ftarted from the fiimace of aftidion with an ad« 
diticmal degree of excetlente in proportion as he 
was tried. Is it neceflary to enforce this example 
with the reader of underftanding? By no manner 
of means. Heroes and philofophers have been 
frequently propofed as bbjcfls of univerfal admira- 
tiort, their lives, . however, are infinitely inferior, 
in point of moral Tnftruftion, to honeft Dick 
Wilkins ; they may dazzle, but he delights ; and 
though we dwell with a kind ofi4fwe upon the ex- 
alted ttnfcl of a celebrated name^, yet reafon always 
gives a preference \q thofe characters, who have 

moft 
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moft eminently diftinguifhed themfelyes both as 
chriftians and as men. 

Numb. LXX. Saturday^ Mr.y 29. 

■ I ■■ I ' ■ ' % 

THOUGH it is uniyerfally allowed that we 
aiie every day arriving to a greater degree of 
luiowledge in our theatrical entertainments, yet a 
number of fenfible critics are continually infifting 
that there is a vifible decay in our dramatical pro- 
dufiions ; not only our performers, but our writers 
are menftidhed4h a light of the moft contemptuous 
com^arifoi^i^fc • their predeceflbrs of the latt half 
centurjk »d it is confidered by the generality of 
people, as an inftance either of the groiTeft igno* 
ratKe, or the ftrongeft prefumption, to fuppofe any 
thing liice an equal degree of abilities. 

The gentlemen who criticife in this accurate 
manner, fecm, however, to pay but little attention 
to the original inftitution of the ftage ; they ima- 
gine it was entirely calculated for amufement, 
without having the leaft view to the great bufinefs 
of inftrudlion, and fo it could produce a ridiculous 
laugh, no matter what became either of our morals 
or our undcrftandings. This whimfical mode of 
thinking, it is eafy to difcover, has taken it's rife 
from the comedies of Wycheriy, Congreve, and 
Vanburg, who always wixh a culpable degree of 
levity, were endeavouring to fay brilliant things 
rather than juftofte^.j and injudieioufly imagined 

that 
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that a lively flafli of wit was a fufficicnt exifufe for 
the rankeft indecencies, or the moft palpable at** 
tack upon the religion of their country. 

That our dramatic writers, before the laft 
half C€n(ury. might poffefs a greater (hare of wit 
than their fucceflbrs I (hall by no means deny ; 
but then it does not follow that this fuperiority ih 
wit, fliquld entitle them to a fuperiority of repu- 
tation. Wit, in faft, is but a fccondary requifite 
to a dramatic poet; judgment is ihe.firft qualifir 
cation; and he that wifely attends to the cultivation 
of the mind, is by much a preferable writer to him, 
who facrificcs every thing ^o an agreeable flip- 
pancyof expreflion, and aims at. nothing more than 
to excite the rifibility of his auditors. For thefe 
reafons, though I admire v Wycherly, Congrevej 
and Vanburg, as men*of wit, yet as dramatic au-» 
thors, I hold them in no extraordinary eftimation : 
on the contrary, I look upon them with the greateft 
contempt, for perverting the original end of the 
flage, and proftituting fuch abilities as they pof- 
fefled in the infamous purpofes of licentioufncfs 
and immorality. 

I AM well aware that upon this occafion it will 
be remarked, that the literary levity of thefe ce-r 
lebrated writers was the vice of their age, and that 
in conformity to the general opinion, they were 
under a neceffity of writing to the depravities of 
the people. — « If, fay a number of our fagacious 
critics, the authors under confideration, reprefented 
hunjan nature in a defolute light, they reprefeotcd 

human 
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human nature as they found it. — Their villain^ 
and their ftrumpets were charafiert very frequentl]f 
met with, and they only caught the manners as* 
they rofe to reflect them with an additional energy 
on the public." This argument is evidently fotla*' 
cious; andean fcarce d^ferve a ferious examlna* 
tion : to reprefent human nature as they found it^' 
would have giving ho room for exception ; but 
their great error was in reprefenting thofe parts of 
it, in an amiable light, which were entitled tor 
univerfal abhorrence and contempt.. Their villains 
and their ftrumpets were (etop as obje£ls of general 
admiration ; and vice fought under the made of 
an agreeable vivacity, with a fuccels that fhoixld 
make every feeling- mind tremble, left (b dangerous 
a weapon as wit, Ihould at any future period bt 
unhappily lodged in fuch defperate hands* 

It has often fiHed me with aftonilhment td 
hear men of good fenfe frequently arguing in de* 
fence of Wychetly, Congreve, and Vanburg, by 
faying that their wit fliould be an excufe for their 
licentioufnefs ; and pleading that it was even wortk 
our while to have vicious compofitions, provided 
the vice was but decorated with fuch forcible at^ 
tradJon^ as thefe writers have given it. Pepple 
who talk in this manner may indeed look down 
upon the correAor prodiiftions of later days, with 
an air of irifuperable difguft. They may equallf 
laugh at nature and inftrudion, and affed to rt** 
dicule every argumelltt to which they find then^ 
felves tinable to* reply : but the judicious eiM|uirei^ 
V<yL. II. C wiU 
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^H cw64er Wilt wbett foiploycd in the deftrudion 
9£ viStiH^ A^ i^ !B9pOi inbmo^n of all proftkutioos-^^ 
^U i^ liJw s^ «'^» *>f genww, who argues againft 
ili^.^xUliMica of th&D^^y > wd becoiBea obnoxious 
ta fofii^y in pK)f|oriiiQ« as h^ is curfed with abili* 
tiffs ; iftfead ther«6>i^ of being fouod a juftifica- 
<jfe(^il of; the wf itftrs ia difpute^ it? becomes j in mf 
^piniQ% an invincible, objeaion to theif worics > 
^d the more we are fafcinated with the bfilliancf 
l^f their produdions the noore wc.fee a.neceffitf 
jft^r wiittking thofc produ^ions ted peri(hfedl at theic 
$i-ft appeariince under the he#ds of the eomniqft 

fxeculiioner* 

Th« wriitcrs of the prefefit times,, however 
je^ifed by the bigote of a draenaiical berefy, h»y^ 
tf weimay judgp by their pcrfQrmancesr an m^ 
finitely ftfiooger daim to oiwr adminrtiion, Aaa anji 
1^ ^m telebrated predeccflprs, who aftuatedlby 
9Xi ilUbcc^l third of £vne, were led to feek il 
from the depravities of mankind. They fenfiWjl 
fecolUa that the foJe end of the ftage is to blend 
amufement with inftruaion ; and therefore never 
IK^fift the heart, through a view of b^wding to 
the imagir^at^n 5 -^ hence, inftead of findingtheffi 
eternally on the fent for fnip-fnap and repartee, 
ve fee them ftudiousinr the difcovcry of manly 
fciitiments and laudable reflexions ; and obferve a 
general endeavour, while they labour for our ap- 
probation as writers, to obtain our good opmion 
« men- This good opinion they will be alwayf 
fore o£ obtaining, as long as they profec^te *f 
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eXaked prtnciplei which hz7t hiAttto^ ht^hdM 
their eondud ; and it i^ with the greatefr GnH^ [ 
faaion I fee thteir pieceJ^ fre^ixtnily rtptt[ei^\ 
to crcnided audiettcts, while the pfodtkfifioifs oT a* 
Wycherly, a- Congreve, and it Vailburg wct\ 
fuffered to languiffi iiv the mdtf merited eotitdiipt. 
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II II ^ . 1 % I ■ I i i ii ? ,i. ' « 

I KNOW nothing' mortr dangeit>us than fof a 
man of n^rov^ drcUoiftsdices to {k>ffe(s 911 
agreeable voice, oi'tobe iiiaiterof lOfjrotBer re* 
quifitc which expofes hink to a cohtttiual rounds 
of con^any, and'reitde» hidi (WtitUlarly ehtelr- 
taitting to his ac(|tiafintanCe. lii (bcK a cafe, thV 
geiteral* applavfe; With which he merits, givesr tCvc^ 
an tftibrjial difguff to induftry; aMd*. fills him wi£Bt 
tlo ambition but diat of being' daJlied" ujion for'ano^ 
ther fotifgv or requeftcfd^ to reUte the laft frolic 
mthifl the- puilietts of the garden. 

I WA^yeftetday taking a folitary walk in the' 
I^ffe, when I accrdeiirtly faw a ^Ure feated oii 
one^of the benches, with the lines of whofe face^ 
I found myfefP fomewhat' familiar; and in the 
courfeof half a titm recoIteAed that it was a young 
fellow whb' had' forfnerly b^en clerk to my f^-iend* 
Mr. Demur,- a counfeltor in LiiicoIh*S'-f]ii]> 'ahd^ 
was tamed a Way by his matter, for a tbtal' negleS^ 
of buiiiiefs; I had been often at I<lr. Dcnbur's,' 
and had always heard him fpeak of this young' 

C 2 man 
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man with a particular efieem : to me he frequently 
recommended him on the fcore of uncommon ho- 
neftyt and extraordinary abilities; neverthelefs, 
he at the fame time obferved, that he never would 
be worth a groat. ^^ The blockhead, he ufed to 
<^ fay, fings an excellent fong, and has a fund of 
^^ humour that renders him infinitely entertaining ; 
*^>4>n this account he has fuch a number of en- 
« gagetnents upon his hands, that I cannot Jceep 
^^-bxm a moment at the de(k; and though I love 
^< him almoft as well as my own fon, I muft look 
^^ out for fome body elfe to fupply his place/' 

Whbn I came down the walk, thp young fellow- 
bowed to me, and as his appearance was uncom* 
monly (habby, I. bad either the curiofity, or the. 
good nature to go over to him, and enquire what > 
brought him intQ fuch a miferable plight; with, 
the frankneis that always accompanies a good 
heart; he told me it was his own folly; and-, 
added, that thofe who wantonly fported with their 
own felicity, ought never to be pitied in the day. 
of diftrefs. The manner in which thefe laft words 
wercdelivered, ftriik me very fenfibly ; I therefore 
fat down with him on the bench, and requefted if. 
he could with propriety, that he would favour me 
with his flory-, afiiiring him, I always had a tear 
at the fcrvice of the unfortunate, and probably he 
might experience that I had fomething elfe. En- 
couraged by this information, he gave a bow of. 
alTent, and proceeded with the following little 

narrative : 

It 



« 



.1 
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I T is unnecefTary, Sir, to tell you any thing 
^ about my education or family ; fufiice it that 
/ though the former was not defpicable, nor the 

* latter unge nteel, yet I had nothing to depend upon 
' but my profeffion ; this indeed afforded me a tol« 
" lerable probability of pafling decently through life^ 

had not an unhappy propenfity to company fatally 
" intervened, and rendered that applicatioii to bu- 

imefs intollerable, which prudence pointed out as 
' the only means of my fupport. 

This propenfity to company was incrcafed to 

* a confiderafole degree, from fon^e trifling talents 
^ which I poflefled to amufe, fuch as a paflable fong, 
^ and a' mode of telling a ftory with tollerable fuc- 
< cefs. Thefe qualifications procured me fo much 

* regard among my friends that there never was a 
- merry meeting appointed bitt Will Hargrave re- 
ceived an invitations they wer6 fure he would 
favour them with a joyous catch ; and often the A 
applications were made with a folicttiide which 
tickled my vanity fo highly, that I have fuiFered 
myfelf to be engaged a whole month without in* 

* termiffion, and kept as regular a lift of my various 
^ taverns, as if I had been allowed a very band* 

fome falary for my attendance. A cuftom of this 
nature could not be fupported without a great ' 
deal of expence i a crown 6r half a guinea every 
night was rather too much for a man, who with 
falary and perquifites, fcarcely made eighty pounds 
a year ; the confequence of which Was, that I ran 

C 3 into 



40 T«B 3ABLER. No. 71. 

into debt with everjr hod/ that would truH me« 
ftnd forfeited tny -reputation through aQ vtter 19* 
ability of difchar^ng their deoiaads : bc^des tbi^9 
as I was always one o/the laft pec^ple who quitted 
company^ I was generally intoxicated befoce 1 1*- 
tired, and deftroyed my CQaftitmion as iduch as' I 
niined my circumftances. A man who conftmntly 
went to bed in foch a conditbn at four or £ve 
o'clock in the morning was but ill qualified fw 
the necefiaiy bufinefs of ^ day. After putting 
if p with a thoufand irregularities, your friend Mr? 
Demur, at |aft diii;nij(red me, and my chaca^lcr he* 
ing pretty well known to all the genticmon lof the 
profe;Son,^ not a foul of theoi wouid receiirf me 
into his employ^ In this fituatieo a vintner» 
whofe houfe I bfid often filkd with cooafAiyc, ar- 
relied me iiar a ^bt pf fpurieen pounds, ihrfw ma 
Into jail, and, kept va^ th^e tSI I was C^^at liberty 
l>y an a£l of ^raoe at the end of Som years. Tba 
bardflil^s I unde/weat. diirtng the time of my con- 
finement wore unfpeakabk ^ for days together I 
faavefuhilfteff oh nothiu^but'the common alkiwance 
of the prifoOff and have thought myfelf hiqppy if 
I could set a handful of ftraw to ileep on at night ; 
a Ibirt was luxury with which I was utterly 
unacquainted for ^^hteea months ) and during 
the laft year, my intire wardrobe confifted of an 
old plaid night-jgpwn ^ a pair of decayed Morocco 
flippers of different colours, a worfled n^htrcap, 
and a bla:ck ftock. I almoft forgot the ufe of 
breechb and ftockings, and could I dare to fay have 

pafled 
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pathd a winter in Greenlatid wtcboat imf «f|>n> 

faemfioA from the cddoeis of die (eafcMi or the 

pLaccs PortuoMd}^, a week <ir cwo. before tAJ vt^ 

icAfet an Irifli autlMI)r wiio was juft yuc ia ftrlihd* 

liitg the .g0V9rnmeat^ haf^ned to hc&ur of txie» and 

^^e flfee an iatitatioA nd fate K>4in ; I had lonf 

learned to difregard the delicacies of dreia^ and 

therefore attended him without delay i he ^aft 

fenfible and generous in every refpeSt, tmMs his 

compafton to me fliould be reckoned an imjpeacb* 

^UKOty either of his underftandtng or his muiaiib- 

00106) for before I took my leave, he made me a 

pnOiat of rcn> very handfome fuks of ck>athe9^ 

and half a doeen ruAed fliins^ together wi|h everjr 

'Odier necefiary, fach u hat and wig) (hoes and 

Aockings, fo that when X equipped myfelf, I might 

hM»e eafiiy made my efcape at the gate, as it wjks 

icarcely poffihie to kttow me • 'm fuch a happy a(t» 

teration of eircuinftaiiixa. My heneftddr't gene- 

rofify did not flop here ; fovy the moming after I 

iisas difchaif;ed, he fent me five guiiieas, aad wi&* 

ing me every faappineft I could wiQi lOfMff aA» 

Wed me to make a good ufe of MHbrt iofinidioli 

I bad received in the icfaool of advierfity* I inh 

-iened to have thanked him the next day; but «f»- 

happily thit evening he bad a dificreace with « 

brother prifener> about fqme tnconfiderabjb fubjefi 

4>f a political nature, in which he received the lyt% 

this being an affront, wUch an Irtflnqan nevte 

pardons, he infifted upon inftant iatisfa6)ibn: both 

f9ain immediately drew, and my generous frioid 

C4 ^ 



3a. The B A B L £ R. Na 71^ 

-by fome accident happening io ftumble juft as his 
antagonift was making a lunge, be received a 
thruft through the body, and expired on the fpot ; 
the other gentleman was tried, but as it was 
proved the challenge was given by the deceared, 
the furvivor had a verdi£i of man flaughter brought 
in againft him, and fuiFered the puniihment of 
being burned with a cold iron^ agreeable to the 
cuftomary practice. 

To return however to myfelf: being now 
quite clear with the world, and drelled in a man« 
ner tollerably Anart, I Tallied forth, and was met 
by fome of my quondam acquaintance, who when 
I was perifliing would not fupply me with a fix- 
pence^; but who now were rejoiced at feeing me 
in fo happy a fituaiion % they infifted on my fpend- 
ing the evening with them at a club, which they 
held every night in the neighbourhood of Temple- 
Bar, and hoped I would , not take it a mifs if they 
infifted upon charging n^y quota to the general 
account, for the pleafure of my company. I was 
not loft ta fenfibility : in the meridian of my own 
ilitde affluence I had done kind things to others, 
•but never infulted their diftrefles* The manner of 
che propofal afeded me, though I was under a ne- 
ceffity of agreeing to the propofal itfelf ^ I there- 
.lore, went, and was treated with all the ufual 
^difrefped which poverty generally feels from uiv- 
iderbred profperity. I^as .commanded to fing by 
;ODe with a look of authority ; a fccond ordered 
i&e to tell ^ ftory, and a third cracked an infokn.t 
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joke about my want of breeches in prifon, and 
cold me, with a Joud laugh, I would have made an 
excellent higfalander. In Ihort, though every bodf 
courted my converfation, yet every body treated 
Hie with contempt ; and I never fuffered ibore fe- 
verely under the hand of.infolence than when I 
niniftered moft to it's fati$fa£lion ; thou^ I jtore 
my lungs almoft to pieces for half a dozen hours^ 
ilill I was under aa obltgatioh for being treated 
to a two-fhilling reckoning ; and it even now has 
tome to fiich a pais, that I am looked upon as. an 
incumbrance to the fociety ; not knowtf^. where 
to get a Ut of bread, I came here to-day, . intend* 
ing' to lift myfelf in the guards ; but being tpra 
by a thoufand different thoughts, I threw myfelf 
^into this feat to ruminate a little further, when 
the earaeftneft with which you were plea&d tm 
eye me, obliged me to puH off my hat, and laid a 
foundation for all this infignificant garrulity* 

Here poor Mr. Hargrave ended ; I will not' 
comment on this ftory,*-ifthe relation «itfelf it 
•fiot capable of inftru<Siion, it is io.vain to iporaliza, 
and m vain to talk of prudence and oecOnomy^ 
all I (hall therefore mention is, that be fets out 
next week in a lucrative employ for one of our 
^ plantations : and I doubt not, as he is yet a veiy 
young man, but what a few years wUl iee him in 
pofleffion of a very ample fortune* 
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I WAS tSiatiiiig f dbvday eveimg ^vor ft dHBb 
0^ tea at aqr fiftor Rattk^s wl^n .the amiaUo 
Ki«t}r HaroM;^ a Jafamt rdaticm ef ours, happo^ 
to coiiie in wUfa her nfaal freedeoi, but with an ap* 
^aamice of mingled eencem aad refeatmei]^ ; ib^ 
aaotneiit flic faw me flie cncd, ^' 0> Mr. Babler^ 
ai 1 liave an adimcable ftilijeft fiir your iKxt papef^ 
^^ Yott niiift kiiowy eonttnued fte, that in my waf 
"** hare I accidentia called at your old ae^ajntance 
^ Mrs. Acid's, in Pail-Mall, and (ound har en« 
^ gaged with an ext«illve drde of company^ 
a( Whtte I ftaid there, one of the ^tmeo oame 
«< up and itifovmsd bia lady that there wa$ a well*- 
^ HSrdted gentlewoman hebw enquiring after h^r 
<^ lieakh, 'but that hearing file was fo tuacb -eoH- 
** gaged, fte was preparing to go away, and would 
^ tdke foBie other x>ppoFtu<iity of pxykig hec t^ 
^ peAs« Mrs. Acid yott know is one of tholi: 
M prodigioufly importastt people who pi^uQ thjeiik- 
:4i fskves tipon chear fupeeior underftandings, 1 and 
4< aDe ccmtimiatly giving an air of consequence ta 
«< the minuteft adions : in hopes tlierefore of dii^ 
'<• playing her fiigacity before her company, &e 
<* fent to defire the lady would be fo kind as lo 
«< walk up ; in confequence of which a mighty 
^ genteel woman indeed, was introduced, who 
«< came in with a very villble diffidence, and was 

« with 
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^* vnih ienuch preffing prevailed upon to fit dowtt* 
'* Madam, fays Mrs. Acid, with her cnttotAtrj 
*• dignity ot tone asd folemnity of feature, Pra/ 
^* what has prQCured|ine the honour of this vifitf 
^* the lady with a re^;iedful hefitattoti, replied^ 
^* I thought, flsadam, I ihonld have found yo«l 
^^ alone^ or I would not have prerumed^^butl 
^* fuppofe you have ^uite forgot a Sally £dwardSt 
*^ who lived with you about ieven yea^s ago;^ 
^ What, exclaimed Mrs. Acid, ia a«i air of tht 
** greateft furprife, are you Sally Edwards who 
^ lived with ine at Richmond, and had a baibrd bjr 
^* young Mr. Barrington of Twickenham ^-* O I 
■** remember you very wcH — • why I hear he iiat 
^ fince inarried you — wdl and come tell me.** 
Mrs. Acid would probaby have continued this 
good-natured ftrain confiderably longer, had n^ 
the poor woman's confufion got the better of her 
fpirits^ and thrown her into a lit from wUcb file 
was not recovered without much difficulty^ as 
<oon however as Ihe came toherfelf^ ihe bnrft 
jnto tears, and making as decent a curteijr as her 
fituation could poifibly admit, wont out <if the 
room. Unmoved with her diftrefs, the obliging 
Mrs. Acid <;alted after her down ftairs$ '''JOanc 
^ be uneafy Salty, when jou come this way again 
** pray bring the Kttle boy with you.** I really 
could have flapt the unrnerciful woman 4br her 
ibarbarity : but (he, as if flie had performed the 
tinoft meritodaus aAioo io the worid^ turned round 
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to the company, and gave us the following hiftory 
of poor Sally Edwards. 

. <* Her father was a Shropfihire Clergyman af 
Tcry little preferment in the church i but if a large 
family might be looked upon as a foundation foi 
felicity, there was not a happier man in the coun* 
ty» for he had fourteen children. The excellence 
of faia charader, however, made fome proviiioii 
for the moft of them, and one friend or another 
gradually took the greateft number oiF his hands. 
,This Sally, of all his children, was the greateft fa- 
.vpcirite } he would never part with her, but brought 
her up with a remarkable degree of tendernefs, 
;and even pinched himfelf very frequently to give 
her an education rather fuperior to her fortune.. 
His folicitude for her improvement, Mrs* Acid de- 
clares was not thrown aveay : on the contrary, (he 
afiured us that Sally was very prettily accomplifh- 
. ed i and added, ii\ her way, that (he was alfo not 
intolerably tempered, nor much unacquainted with 
. the managemeot of a family. 

When Sally had reached h^ twentieth year, 
a Sever which her father had caught in attending 
a poor pariihioner^ carried him off, and the amiable 
orphan was obliged to look out for fome tolerable 
' family, where her fervitude might furni(h her wiih 
. bread. Mr^. Acid at that time happened to be 
down at heriiiler's in Shropfhire,near whpfe houfe 
Mr. Edwards had lived. At her fitter's requeft fbe 
took Sally, being then without a maid, and in a 
'^w weeks after departed fbr^ London. From 

thence 
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thence (he removed to Jlichmond, where Sally 
became by ibme means acquainted with a very 
genteel young fellow, one Mr. Barrington, the 
Ton of a gentleman who poilefied two thoufand 
pounds a year. Mr. Barrington made ufe of num« 
berlefs arts to fteal her from the paths of virtue, 
and even offered half tHe reveriloo of his father's 
eftate to purchafe her difgrace. Thefe overtures 
Sally treated with a becoming fcom, yet (he had 
a latent prepofleffion in his favour, which would 
not fufFer her to nefign the dangerous pleafure of 
his acquaintance. Every hour (he could fpare was 
pafTed with him, and he kept himfelf fo fecretly 
concealed, that bis rank was never once fufpec^ed 
in the neighbourhood. Young Barrington did not 
want honour \ he faw the goodnefs of his miftrefs's 
heart, notwith (landing the humility of her ftation, 
and therefore difregarding what the world might 
/ay on the, occaiton^ very frankly propofed to mar- 
ry her. This propofal immediately ruined the 

, unfortunate Sally Edwards; what formerly he could 
not obtain for worlds, now fell, an eafy facrifice to 

. his generofity. She coofe(ied (he loved him ; but 
abfottitely refufed the honour of his hand tiil after 
the death of his father, declaring file could not fup- 

. port the (hock of creating a difturbance in his fami- 
ly. When a woman once owns her love for a man 
there is fcarce a to^s up between her and deftruftion. 
Every hour (he is alone with him after Aich a co^- 
feffion, (he totters on the verge of her, fate > ai^d 

, even let the man have never fo much honour, there 

art 
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are times in which the whirlwind of his paffions 

. will tear up every trace of recoHeftion, and occafi-- 

^n more guilt ina fecond, than can po&hly beato«> 

ned for in courfc of a whde lifer ■ In one of thefe 

times Mr. Harrington met SaHy Edwards; and ia 

about fix monthsafter the confeqtiences of this cri^ 

minal intercourfe obliged the unhappy girl to take 

an abrupt leave of her place* The feG|uel howe^ 

vcr is more fortunate ^han cotfld be expe£le4. 

Old Mr.Barrington died near a twelvemonth fince^ 

and' his fon has 1)e'en married to Safly above half 

a year. This it feems was her firft coming to 

(town fince that joyful event, and in Hopes to 

recover the good opinion of her former miftrefi^ 

flie had taken the libertv of calling at Pall MalL 

Mrs. Acid ncverthelefs embraced the opportunity 

ko infult her in the manner I have mentioned ; and 

fo far from feeh'ng any compunftron, (he told u« 

at the end of the ftory, that (be was always Itnowa 

to fpeak her mind, and fancied ttpon this occaftott 

that (he had given a tderahle hint^ as fte caNed k^ 

. \o Sally Edwards.** » 

Herb Mi& Harold finiffaed her Uctle] narrative, 
•but the fubjed being dwek upon while (he ftaid, I 
fliall conclude the prefent paper with one or two of 
iter remarks. ^* I always obferve, Mr. Babler, 
•(feys Ihe) that fhofe people who pique themfelvet 
iparticularly on the virtue of a rude fincerity, have 
feldom any othe^ virtue iii the compofitton of their 
.charades. A toroplacency of manners though it 
does not always .conftttute humatiity, iiew^rtheleft 

£ives 
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^tves an eRAettilhiiYent to human nature, and often, 

^fvom the very appearance of goodnefe, we are apt 

^o faH in lovewhh the reaUty. It wouM therefore 

"be w^H) that people who are ^Mid of fpeaking m^ 

4el4cate truthe io ^h^ra^ would revcrfe fituaticMis a 

4ittle, and only knagine what tfk& it would have 

aipon their owo feeKngs, was an kideltcate truth 

^o be menliened to themfeives. Whenever wt 

<rhange fituations with mankiiid^ we are moft like** 

ty to judge with propriety ; and we mtj be certain 

of never cenfuntng the errors of our neighhoittri 

^vith too great a degree of feverity, if we make but 

a candid exafnination into our own." 

Numb. LXXIIL Saturday ^ Jme 19. 

T$ tie B A B L £ R. 

5 I R^ 

NOTWITHSTANDING whatisgo. 
nerally ^irtiderftood by the terms g^d bn^tUng^ 
it is become a fort of Science, and notwithfta^ding 
the generality of a man's acquaintance may be aUe 
to come into a room with a tolerable grace^ and be* 
have upon moft occafions with the moft perfe£l de^- 
<corum, there ai^enevcrthelefsanumberof indelica- 
>ciesin which many of ourfirft piretenders to polite- 
3ie(s imperceptibfy indulge themfeives^ though a 
imomeiits recoUedian would conviaceitfae moft oh- 
ftinate, diat mchiiig can poffihly &e more disagree-* 
able. I JMNED 
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, I DINED about a week ago in the neighbourhood 
of Piccadiily, at the houfe of an old friend^ with 
whom I make it a Jctnd of point to pais a day 
once a twelvemonth: this gentleman, together 
with his whole family, pique themfelves, not a 
little, upon their knowledge in the minuteft article 
of breeding, and are univerfally efteemed a very 
polite fet by the moft critical circle of their acquain- 
tance* Upon my entrance I waa received with all 
Cbe forms of the niceft qeremony ; my health was 
particularly enquired after by the lady of the houfe 
and her four daughters ; and a tooth ach which I 
laboured under about ten months before, was la- 
mented with a world of complaifancc by them all. 
When the falutations of the feafons were over, I 
was permitted to take a chair, which I did by my 
friend, at one corner of the fire, and left the 
reft to the old lady, and her daughters. For a full 
half hour we fat in a fleepinefs of filent ftupidity ; 
not fo much as a fmglequeftion pafled between us, 
either about the ftate of the nation, or the ftatc of 
,lhe theatre : on the contrary^ both the minifters and 
the players were fuffered to remain in peace ; .and 
the only inftance which any of us gave of being 

• alive, was the youngeft Mifs Martin, who occa* 
fionally played with a favourite cat, and once or 

•twice threw down the poker and tongs in the pro*- 

fecutiofi of that pretty amufement. 
i £il£1k:£ was, however, at laft broke by Mrs. 

Martin, who taking out a . pocket handkerchief, 

* which in Several places \/as almoft glewed tc^tber 
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by a certain quantity of fnuiFy faliva, fagacioufly 

took notice that the weather was very damp ; it 

the fame time that ibemadeihis remark, (he pulled 

the ^andkercbi<^f out of it's plaits, and held it 

before the fire toNlry^ where to do her juftice^ 

it fmoaked in fuch a Planner as evidently fupport- 

ed the propriety of her obfervation. She had 

no fooner done this than Mr* Martin^ as if he 

tuiderftood it to be a fignal, began an inceflant 

coughing, and every other moment difcharged 

large lumps of tough phlegm againil the* bars of the 

flove, which kept up a conftant hjffing like Co 

many faufages in a frying-psin. A concert of 

this kind I cannot fay was, very much to my 

.fancy, fo that by the time the fummons came 

. for dinner, I had completely loft my Aomach, and 

was infinitely more fit for a bed th^i| a haunch of 

venifon. 

DuRjKG dinner time, however, matters were ^ 

rather aggravated thanredrefled ; Mr. Martin help- 

, ed me with the fame forli: that juft before had been 

, employed in picki^ his tceth^ and hi» amiable 

. Lady more than once* dropped ibme of Hardharm's 

beft Stratzburg among my gravy, though that was 

. a favour which I by no meanff wiihed for, or folicit- 

, ed; to encreafemyfatisfa£lion,Ihappentobeagreat 

. favourite with two of the young ladies, and gene* 

.fally fi.t^ [between them when^I pay a vifit at th^ir 

father's. In order to (hew their attention to me, 

therefore, .whenever I wanted any thipg, rather 

. than fiifier rae to wait an inftant, they kindly 

' *iloed 
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lielped me from their own plates ; and Mife Jenny 
in particular infifled, when the footman went 
down flairs for bread, that Hhorfd take her ffire, 
though it feore the fign Afhalfa tJozen teeth, no 
rway remarkable either for theii* wfritenefror rcgo- 
Itrity, 

Dinner being at length happiJy over, I flat- 
tered myfelf tfcat I bad gone' through the principal 
fatigtte of the day, though had I once taken the 
trouble of trflefting onr the pra^£Hc€of former ycar^ 

' I m?^ hare- eafily* known r was to ftjffer fonic 
addftfooal mortrficationy. The in tervaf between 

dinner and^e howr of teai waa^ employed in H 
general" inyt£&rt acgamft tbe ^ague of keeping 
lenrants, m wbtcb Mrs. Martin gairc notable proofs 
•of a profound domeftic tmderftandtng. This fab* 

^ jed { (oKtniyn» perkSSj lagreeaMeto the young 
ladies $ they remembered, with the greateft facili ty^ 

' tbe fauceyanfwerwfaich^heirmaid Hannah had gi^ir- 
tn on ftich a time | bow long Edward had ilaid on 
fiidi an errand, and with what a* degree of peitneft 
the cook tool: her ti^arning Oft itich an txxalion :jLo 
the various parts of fhfs deligbtftil topic, polttenefs 
oblfg ed me to anfwer with a very trag^ madam ; and 
ym are perfeBhf right JUtfi ; though, at the fame 
time, I could have svlmoft wilhed the whole group 
in a horfe pond, for teizii^mr with fucfa a mixture 
of commcfn plaoe dMit and fober malevolence. 
Whether my friend, Mr. Martin, faw me uneafjr 
or no, I cannot anfwer, but he luckily defired 
that tea might be ordered in> which gave a frefl| 
turn t0 the converfation. Therx 
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Thb&e 16 a pcadice at the general rmi of tea 
tsdbkst for the oompany to potK the remaifis ^f 
eireiy €^>int9 a paitioular bafon ^ and in this cool- 
fortaUe jBucture ctf flopi, the degance of underbred 
delicacy [alwptya rmfes |he various cups in the order 
diey are leniptied. Mrs. Maitin, who vatues hef* 
itH highly on the proper diicfrarge of the tea taUe 
di^es, is a warm friend to this delicious ctiftom^; 
and always takes care to deaa the cup of each in* 
dividual in the united 4aibberings^ oJF the whok. 
For my^part, though I am far from being a nice 
inao> yet I prefer my own dirt to the dirt of other 
people, and, on that account, endeavour to guard 
ay cup 4eomr Mud o p g eing f a e jrt raow li t ia f y a ptiri* 
£catian ^^rcver I know tbii mode of linfmg is 
kept up. Mrs. Martin, however, was not to be 
idadeA^^-UadBr^ j^yofitJon^tlUEt any hafckanrdndTs 
an ikk ttfyodtf pvac^eded (nat^ fear of giving^ier 
the kaS troabfe, iha aafifted on my cap, with la 
fpod aaiuiad. percnptarineGu and obl^d ok to 
pretend a fioUen pain in the head to avoid die 
difi^;icba)>fe<0AfequettC3e9of her mtiguided civility* 
^nmd with itfais exoafe, I tbok my leave, nat la 
iittleiha|9|^ at ib fartttaate an eficape, where I was 
afiasd I ihoaM kare teen obligedto pa& the whole 
evening. 

From this little pi&are, Mr. BaUer^ yotr 
acsadeia may, pedvaps, be led to reflect v^foti tte 
difagreeable fhake of a fweaty hand -, the indeii- 
cate caftoni of picking one's ncafe ; and the unpar* 
doaaUe practice of ftanding with our hacks to 

the 
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the fire on a cold day, by which we entirely cut 

off every poffible beam of warmth from the teft of 
- the company, Thcfe fir, are errors in which the 
.politeft part of our people indulge tbemfelves, as 
•,wcll as the moft underbred j and they ace errors of 
. fo difagrecable a nature, that I. heartily wifli, for 
; the credit of our country, we would once refblve 
;toihake them off, as they are not only the objeds 

of our own ridicule, but are alfo ridiculed by every 

.ieofible natipn in Europe, 

* • . ■ • 

I am, yours, &c. 

DEMOCRITUS. 



Numb. LXXIV. Saturday^ Jum .26. 



THEODOSIA was the daughter of Gen* 
tieman in Oxfordfliire, who poffefled an ef- 

• tate of feven hundred pounds a. year. . Her. edu- 
cation was remarkably elegant, and her perfon 

> was fuch as procured her a croud of adlmirers 

• before flie was quite eighteen. Among the num- 
i ber v^ declared themselves openly>her lovers, a 

• young Baronet of great fortune made his addrefles, 
t and offered fettlemcnts io extremely advantageous, 

that old Mr. Leftock, her father, immediately gave 
his concurrence, and a day was fet apart for ce- 
lebrating their nuptials with the greateft magnifi- 
c cence. 

I T has been very judicioufly obferved by an 
able writer, that there is no time of » woman's 

.life 
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life fo dangerous as the interval between her con* 
feffion of an affedion for a lover, and the day of 
her marriage. The confcioufnefs of being ten- 
derly beloved, emboldens an admirer to take ]iber«^ 
ties ; and the man who but the moment before 
would have knelt down with all the rcfptSt of 
the profoundeft veneration to requeft the favour of 

kiffing her hand, will think himfelf fufficiently 
warranted, when, (he acknowledges that he has a 
fliare in her heart, to dwell upon her lips for an 
hour, and to* Idl upon her bofom with the moft 
intimate fullnefs of familiarity. Befides this, the 
freedom of accefs which*is always allowed to a man 
in fuch a Situation, furhifhes him with numberlefs 
opportunities of repeating his liberties ; and even' 
if he goes to.inddicate lengths, he knows he can 
eafily obtain an excufe from a fond and believing 
woman, who attributes his very licentioufnefs to 
the extravagance of his love* ' 
The truth of this obfervation was never more 
fully verified than in the unhappy fubje£l of the 
prefent little narrative. • She doated upon Sir Ed- 
ward Ellifon with the moft paffionate fondnefs, and- 
could fcarcely be faid to exift, but when he was in 
her company. Naturally fufceptible of the fofteft 
impreffions, (he would even burft into a flood of tears,- 
with an excefs of tendernefs when flie only looked 
at him attentively, and more than once did fhe ac*^ 
tually^fink under die weight of her own tranfports, 
when he fiqueezed her hand with any great de- 
great of vehemence, or gave a loofe to the language 

of 
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of his love wrth more thait ati' ordinary ftare of 
fervour and extafy. Tbe mifguided father of tha 
unfortunate young Lady, fo far from being cpit- 
tinually on hjs guard agatoft the dahgerousr teih- 
dency of his daughter's affeAion, rejoiced that he 
bad found a huiband fo virry much t<^ her tafte ; 
and fo far from feeing the abfolute neceffity of nie- 
ver trufting her any time alone with^her lover, left 
them frequently together after he went to hei^ aiut 
permined them to pafs whole hours in the moH 
uninterrupted exchange of mutual vows and A4i« 
Gitationsv One fatal Monday night however, ahoat 
eleven o'clock^ the two lovers were bf tltemfelvesr 
in the back parlour^ making upz* littfe (foarhe) 
which had happeiiied betweiein tbem in< the begin* 
ning of the evening* The reciprocal conceiB'ons 
wlxtch this circumftaoce occafioiird,4nfenfiUy fof- 
t^aedthe bofoins of both, and' a^ infenfiUy kd 
the one to offer, and the^tbea topermit) aftili en^' 
croaching freedomfof carefs ; at fach a criftd nekher 
reafon nor pritie can prefcribe a .limit to the paffi^ 
onS) nor uke upon xYtdA to'faiy,^ thus fiair will. 
I go and no farther;" in propoitibn as the tide' 
of tendemeib arifes, botb reaiba and pride are ab^ 
^rbed ; and it is no wondier when we fuflbr fuch' 
a facrifice to be made of oar uaderflAndiitg, that^ 
yffc become* equally reganUda of owr peaei^ and^ 
our reputatioa. - 

Th« mor4»hg aftef'thir g;iiilty(iiiienK)iiFfe, whea^ 
Sir Edward came a littk to hir iwotkaibn^ Ikw 
was diftra^d woh a«yasietyof. difontt opiniom' 

relative 
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tative to Mifs Leftock's behaviour ; but though he 
really loved her as he did his own foul, he at lail: 
concluded with ft degree of meannefs pretty com- 
mon with the generality of hia lexttbat her weak- 
nefs waa mor^ the efFedt of a natural incontinence, 
than the refult of an exceffive tendernefs for him ', 
and therefore be determined to break off all cor- 
reipondence with her at once, as a woman utterly 
unworthy the ^0nour of being his wife« 

This refolution he had no fooner formed tbait. 
be carried' into execution, by difpatching a letter 
to the wretched Mif» Leftockand her father, viritlV' 
the common place aukward apoligies for his be*** 
baviour, and a repeated with for the happinelg of 
the lady^ though he. btiBf^: was tdlMag the oaly: 
A»p wHicbj coul4> rob. her ^ bafppinef» fot'.everr 
k i& .as needl€;fs ^ it is diffi<;ult., to pai«%t die dif- 
tradlion which this unexpqd^ information createJr 
in Mr* Lefiock's family. Poor Theodolia noi^ 
kxved the ungenerous barpnet with an.encreafcxib 
' 9£kStioi^ The guilty commerqe which bad paflbct* 
bet;ween them, fo, far from dimtnifting her regard, 
bad ,j;iventa ibs^rpeii edge than ever to bee love, 
and mingled a fort pC nhrenzy .with her afi^fHon,^ 
that rendered it impoffible to live in a ftate of fepa-* 
ration from Sir Edward Ellifon ; fufiice it therefore 
that, when (he. heard the purpqrtof his epiftlcy 
^e fell fenfelefs.on the fioorj and was conveyed 
by her fetber jand foque of tbe./ervante to bed, 
wh^rie (hq continued deliripu^^ for four days, in* 
ceflantl; raiuttftoa^bef perjiiious lover». and rela^ 

ting 
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ting the indifcretion into which he had fo unhap- 
pily drawn her on the preceding Monday evening. 
In this exigence the unhappy father wrote up to 
his fon, who was a lieutenant in the guards, de- 
firing to fee him immediately, as an ^air had un- 
expectedly happened, which greatly concerned 
both the honour and happinefs of the family. On 
the receipt of this letter, captain Leftock inftantly 
fet out, and reached his father*s feat in a few hours 
after. 

C APT A IK Leftock was about Sir Edward £1- 
Rfoh's age, juft twenty- four, but poflefled of a 
certain elevation of fentimentto which the baronet 
was a ftranger ; he was befides, a young fellow of 
a temper naturs^y impetuous iand daring, had 
reduced the various points of honou^ into an ab- 
folute fyftem ; and among the various points of 
polite education in which he excelled, he was 
vniverfally allowed by his acquaintance to be one . 
of the beft fwordfmen in this kingdom. A man 
of this caft therefore, was the moft Imi^roper perfon 
in the world to be confulted in an Exigence where 
the honour of bis family and the hapfiinefs of his 
fifter were at ftake. Mr. Leftock however, was 
in loo diftradled a fituation of mind to give a ferious 
confideration to cohfequences : on the contrary, 
be rather aggravated matters than foftened them ; 
and defired his fon the inftant he came down, to 
take a ride over to Sir Edward's, to talk to him 
about bis barbarity to Theodofii ; and to perfuad^ 
him, if poffible, into a perfom^nfce 'of ' thofe en^ 

gagementsy 
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gagements, which formerlyv fubfifted between him 
and his unfortunate daughter. 
. Captain Lestock fcarcely heard his father 
out, than flying to his horfe, he inftantly fet oflT 
for Sir Edward's, boiling with rage, and deter- 
mined to call the perfidious baronet to the fevereft 
account, unlefs he made the moft ample fatisfa£lion 
to his fifter and the whole family. Fraught with 
fentiments of this nature he arrived at Sir £dward'$ 
houfe, and found htm unluckily at home. At the 
firft mention of his name, captain Leftock was ad* 
mitted ; a few minutes however were wafted in 
that idle parade of an aiFeded good-breeding, which 
the cuftom of this country has rendered abfolutely 
neceflary to be obferved between the greateft ene- 
mies. Sir Edward was rejoiced to fee captain 
Leftock, though he was the only man exifting 
whom he woiild wiih to avoid ; anci captain Leftock 
with the moft obliging folicitude enquired after 
Sir ]£dward's health, though he could that moment 
have taken him by the throat, and facrificed him 
tQ the manes of his fifter*s murdered reputadon. 

At laft bufinefs was proceeded upon ; and the 

<:aptain expreiTed his utmoft indignation at the 

treatment which Theodofta had received; and 

hoped the man of honour which Sir Edward had 

always proved himfelf, would immediately repair 

the injury be had committed, and prevent the dif- 

agreeable necefSty of forcing that perfon to be an 

enemy, who wa3 moft in the world inclined to be his 

friend. Captain Leftock pronounced this with a 

Vol. II. D tone 
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tone and manner which were rather a little of the 
moft peremptory* No- body could love a fifter 
with more tendernefs than the captain ; his affec« 
tion therefore mingled with his pride, and his re<* 
fentment poflefTed a kind of dignity, which the 
baronet who was to the full as proud a man as him-* 
/elf, could by no means allows th^ fuperiority 
which young Leftock feemed to claim upon this 
occaiion, he therefore anfwered with a determined 
a;ir, 'that^ though he could not pretend to juftify 
the part he had aded to mifs Leftock, he never-^ 
thekfr could not bear to be bullied into any con- 
ceffions ; and would by no means do that at the 
requeftof her relations, which he did not think 
proper to perform at her own* An anfwer of this 
nature foon produced very defperate confequences ; 
the captain gave Sir Edward but one alternative^ 
an immediate marriage, or an immediate duel; the 
l^ronet accepted of the latter, and in left than 
three minutes was left dead on his own floor. 

The news of this affair reached the unfortu«» 
nate Theodofia, even before the captain himfelf 
returned to his father.'^ ; but though that wretched 
youQg lady exclaimed againft her perfidiotts lover 
in the moft violent terms, before any meafure was 
taken for puniOiing him> (he was now utterly un- 
able to bear the news of his death ; the remem^* 
brance of his crime. Was totally abforbed in the 
jrecoUeiSlion of his misfortune ; the elegance of his 
perfon, the fofcnefs of his addrefs, and the vehe* 
mence of his paffion^ alone rofe up to her imagi- 

nation> 
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nation, atid filled her once more with tenderne(s 
and defpahr. In the confufion therefore which the 
whole family were in about her brothers fafety, 
ihe took an opportunity of ftabbing herfelf with A 
penknife, and died pronouncing the name of her 
adored Sir Edward Ellifoil. The affair however 
did not terminate here : Captain Leftock was tried 
for the murder of the baronet^ and with much diffi- 
culty acquitted^ while his uilhappy fatjier had the 
gout thrown into his ftom^ch, in confeque'nce oF 
the agitation which he fuffered, and was carried 
off lamenting that he evef had a paffionate fon^ or 
an infatuated daughter. 

The moral which I would deduce from tbis 
little ftory (hall be contained in the following, pb* 
fervations : The generality of peof^e^ W^^ *be 
reputaion of a fifterfuftains an injury, always look 
upon themfelves as obliged to call the fpoiler to an 
account whohss thus infamoufly violated her, hon- 
our without recdlefling that the very means which 
ke feeks to redr;e& ber, is the fureft method of 
rendering her tniferable; and that Are would a 
thoufand times fooner fee a dagger plunged into 
, the heart of the man who fbnds up in her defence, 
than fee the leaft accident whatfoever happen to 
the perlpn who has fo cruelly deftroyed the tran^ 
quility of her own. Highly foever as the ^pmeti 
rail againft aperfidipus lov.er in the whirlwind of 
their fury, neverthelefs they experience a multi* 
tude of moments in which the dear deceiver be^ 
Comes» if pojQible more exquifitely beloved en 

D 2 account 
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account of bis very perfidy, and gains an additional 
empire over the heart of his injured miftrefs, from 
the only circumftance in nature which ihould en- 
title him to her everlafting abhorrence and con* 
tempt. For thefe reafons therefore, I would never 
advife a parent or a brother to take a manual re- 
venge on the man who injures his daughter or his 
filler with her own confent : if (he has been weak 
enough to facrifice her honour, (he will be bafe 
enough to facrifice her family ; and therefore no-> 
thing can be more abfur4 than to hazard a life in 
vindication of a woman, who all the time wiflies 
the perfon may be murdered, who generoufly 
rifi:$ in her behalf, and labours for her redrefs. 

N u M B. LXXV. Saturday^ July 3, 

TH £ following letter is the produdion of a 
young lady, and carries fo much juftice and 
good fenfe, that we infertit with pleafure, and take 
the liberty of foliciting her future correfpondence, 

7^^ /Atf B A B L E R. 
SIR, 

'JAM the daughter of a man of fafhion at the 
* weft end of the town, and have received as 
liberal an education as my fex would admit of, 
through the care of the moft indulgent parents 
whofe principal ftudy feems a folicitude for my 

welfare: 
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ix?elfare : yet, Sir, though they have taken the ut- 
mpft pains in the formation of my mind by precept, 
they (et me fuch unaccountable examples that if I 
was not poiTefled of fome little fortitude in the ap« 
plication of their leilbnsy I might be very apt to 
fliew a perfeft unconcern for the moft rigid they 
have hitherto endeavoured to inftih ' 

M Y father's firft admonition upon my arriving 
at any years of difcretion was to warn me againfE 
the libertines of his fex, and above all things, to 
fet the moft invaluable efteem upon my reputation. 
Yet, Sir, the very father who gave this advice, is, 
to my infinite mortification, as free a liver as any 
of thofe whom he advifed me to deteft. He has 
been laying fchemes for the fedu£lion of innocence, 
at a time I^e has been proving the betrayers of vir- 
tue to be the moft infamous of men, and ftriving 
to deftroy the charafter of another perfon*s daugh* 
ter at the very hour he appeared anxious for the fer 
curify of his own. 

This, Sir, is not all : my papa has often lec- 
tured me to avoid the leaft acquaintance with any 
man notorioufly attached to his glafs, declaring, 
as his pofitive opinion, that none but fools or 
macfmen^ ever drank to excefs : yet, would you 
believe. Sir, that he himfelf frequently ftays out 
whole nights at the tavern, and particularly piques 
himfelf upon bearing a bottle more than to any of 
his acquaintance. He has told me to avoid a quar- 
relfome man as^ a peft to Tocietyj at the moment 
he himfelf was writing a challenge to a friend, afnd 

D 3 forbad 
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forbad noit^Qa pain of his difpleafure, ever to think 
of a Newmari^et lover, though he never miiTes a 
jpeeting bitnfelf) and is known to he paffionately 
fpnd of the turf. 

My mamoui, Sir, ig a truly good womaoy but 
tias her inconfiftendes too : the firft lefTon I receiv->^ 
ed from her was to be humble to all^my inferiors, 
and to leiTen any feeming feverity in their fiations 
of life, by ihewing the,utmoft complacency in 
mine. Would you think, Sir, that after a docu* 
ment of this nature, my mamma herfelf ihould 
forever mfift upon preferving her dignity, and look 
upon it as a derogation if ihe favoured any of her 
inferiors with any thing more than a conftrained 
interrogation, or a forbidding fort of nod. She 
has always advifed me to jlhewxomplaifance and 
condefcenfion to the fervants, .though (he treats 
them in a very different manner herfelf; and abo^r^ 
all things, hals infiru&ed me to avoid fatiricalredec^ 
tions on my acquaintance, though ihe never fpok^ 
of hers without fome litile aridity, fome xolour of 
reprehenlion, or appearance of difUlfe. ^ 

Cardis I am under the fevereft prohibitipn o( 
touching, yet my numma h^s f^ up whole night;^ 
to my knowled|ge, at a party at whifi ; an4 I have 
been taught an averfion to all finery and pafade at 
a time when her own table has been covered with 

diamonds, and the room ifcattered over with g^t^ 
terns of the moft e^peniive filks. In fiiort, Sir^ 
J have fcarcely received a leflbn from 4ny mamma^ 
which her own e^cample has not been calculated to 

deftroy ; 



I 
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deftrpy j nor a document from nay father but what 
his condudl has turned into contempt. In my 
religiof}, as wel) as the left important concerns^ I 
receive inftru^ions which they never |xra£lice9 and 
iita taught to look up on an ahfence fiaai churchas 
R moft unpardonable error, though it is feven yeara 
fiace tbey have appeared at ^ny place of public 
worfljip themfelves. 

It may, perhaps, be thought fomething extraor- 
dinary. Sir, that a daughter fihould fpeak of her 
pareivts in a manner fo free as I have juft takea the 
liberty of .doing ; but fure it is rather more extra^ 
ordinary of parents to fupply the opportunity, and 
(Co differ fp widely in every inftance of their con*-- 
duft from every precept of their advice. Young 
peopli^i Sir, are but too apt to give into the follies 
of their time^ without having the exsunplp of the 
iage and the fen&ble to keep them 19 countenance, 
and it is no way furprifing that they flioyld adopt 
the manners of thofe people whom they have been 
taught for many years to reverence ^nd efteem.. If 
my notions are honoureid wi^ y^ur gpprph^tion, 
Mr« Babler, give thi^ letter a place, jind believe 

4ne to b^, with miich refpe^, VonrSa 

ELEONOHA. 

Numb. LXXVI. Saturday^ July 10. 

IT is a fine pbf^rvatipn of the ypry learned an4 
^ ingenious dp^or GoWfrnkfe^ m t^. Vicar qf 
Wakefi^, an .ei(i;eUent NoV^U iWJlth which bp 
has latejy obliged the pitblic^ <bftt #(^vgh . tt\e 
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podrer part of mankind may in this world fufFer 
more inconveniencies than the rich, ftill upon 
their entrance into another life, the joys of here- 
after will be enhanced by contraft, in proportion 
to their affiifiions here; and that confequently 
there can be no room to fuppofe the leaft partiality 
in providence, fince fooner or later thofe who 
are entitled to it*8 benignity are certain of meeting 
* with an equal degree of favour from it's hand. 
This reflexion muft undoubtedly be conlidered 
as a mafterly vindication of that exterior difparitj 
in the difpenfations of providence, at which our 
modern infidels feem to triumph with fo unceaf- 
ing a fatisfa£lion ; and it muft as undoubtedly yield 
a fublime confolation to the bofom of wretchednels 
to think, that if the opulent are bleffed with a con- 
tinual round of temporal felicity,' they fhall at leaft 
experience fome moments of fo fuperior a rapture 

in the immediate prefence of their God, as will 
fully compenfate for the feeming feverity of their 
former fituations. 

Yet though there arc a variety of calamitous 
drcumftances in which this reflexion muft admi- 
nifter the moft liycty confolation, nevertheles if 
we make z proper enquiry into the ftate of human 
nature we ihall find, that in general ^he juftice of 
providence can be fully vindicated without going 
to this remote antl delicate confideration. It does 
Hot by any means follow, that becaufe people 
are contracted in their fortunes, they ihoujd be 
wretched in their minds s nor does it by any means 

follow 
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follove» that the greatnefs of their opulence ihould 
be put up as a criterion of their content. 

The principal number of thofe hydraheaded 
evils with which we perpeutally torment our- ' 
iiblves, are the mere effe£l of a ridiculous pride, or 
a narrow underftanding.* A£luated by one or the 
crther of thefe unfortunate caufes, we are bufy in 
c'reating an endlefs round of imaginary difEcukies, 
as if the numberlefs accidents to which we- are 
naturally expofed were not in themfelves abun- 
dantly fufficicnt to imbitter the little fpan of our 
fublunary durations, and to daOi the ihort-Iived 
^noments*of fatisfafHon, with anxiety and diftre/s. 

The generality of mankind when they take 
a furvey of the world, are apt to eftimate by the 
gradations of rank the gradations of happinefs; 
hence next to' a man with a coach and fix; we 
tbiiik he muft neceffarily be the greateft objcft of 
envy who keeps a coach and four ; after this we 
rank a chariot and pair, ai)d think that perfon in- 
deed pofleflTes but a little fhare of felicity who can- 
hot afford an hour or two's excurfion in an hum- 
ble hack, or take an eighteen-penny fare in occa« 
fional fedan. 

Look on the other fide the fcene, and fee how 
amazingly the picture is altered. The pride of 
coronetted pomp continually languifhes for the 
peaceful cottage of ruftic obfcurity ; and the 
man who has a hundred downy pillows at hit 
command, imagines that repofe is only to be 

D 5 met 
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met with la the .peafmt'9 £alitary Aed. Thus fU 
of us difcootent/^ with ijic lo^ whipl^ we ce^jljr 
pofibis, aad laiigo^fbing for tl^e fitzte wiA which 
w^ are utterly unacquainted^ it is no wonder that 
many i n /cofifidef:ate people endqkvo^r |by a,a a& of 
fuicide to throw off tke feverky of th^ir own yok^,. 
and to get free from a weight of oppreffions whioh 
is couftantly becoaaix^ more and mipre mfi^ppottr 
able through the folly of themfelves. 

Y £ T as ja the extenfive round of the mqft 
elaborate invei^'gation, we generally find the rlph 
ap difcoQtf^nted with their lot ^ the poor ; we 
muft naturally conclude, tha^ the great i^othor of 
all thioigs has even in this world defigned a pretty 
equal degjcee of l^pinefs for his creature^, notr 
witbftandii^ the evident difparity of their (Itua- 
tions. Indeed if we faw felicity in proportion to 
qpulence, or (:ould meafure the real enjoyments of 
life by the flandard of rank, we might reafonably 
imagine that the poor were not to receive their 
(hare of the divine benignity till they were goiing, 
to poflefs it in a glorious eternity ; butwhen we 
fee that the meaneft labourer in the fireet reape 
as much pleafure over his underbred amufement 
as the firft xiobleman in the kingdom c^n poffibly 
boaft from the politeft entertainment ; and when 
we fee the firft make as hearty a dianer on a fingle 
(htn of beef, as the latter ever enjoys at a table of 
fifty covers, we cannot but fuppofe that the com- 
mon lot of mankind is nearly alike ; and that all 
the impious accufations which have arifea from 

an 
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community has as frequently in his. mouth as the 
greateft perfonage in the kingdom. The man o£ 
fafliion confines the world entirely to the elegant 
card*tables, and well-bred afleodalies which^ he 
frequents* The foldier to the cuftomary licenti* 
oufnefs in which the gentlemen of the army are 
indulged ; the la|tryer to the clamour of Weft* 
minfter-hall ; and the merchant to the moft dex- 
trous method of driving a bargain. Thus in fa£fc 
the world is not the general ftate of nature, hut 
Ifae narrow little circle of our own connexions ; 
and thus, inftead of judicioufly endeavouring to 
extend the fcanty limits of our knowledge, we 
miflead ourfelves into an opinion that we already 
know every thing ; and fink into an abfolute ig« 
norance of the moft eflential points, from an abfurd 
fuppofition of being perfe^ly acquainted with 
them all. 

I RBMEMBER about thirty years ago, when my 
old acquaintance Tom Welbank firft came from 
the univerfity, that there was fcarcely a company 
which he went into .for fix months, but what con* 
fidered him as a fool or a madman. Tom lodged 
at an uncle's near the 'Hay-market, who lived in 
a very genteel manner, and frequently faw the beft 
company. This uncle having no children himfelf, 
bad adopted Mr. Welbank as his fon; and con- 
ceiving from the reports which the univerfity of 
Oxford gave of his nephew's erudition, a very 
high opinion* of the young gentleman's abilities^ 
he made a party on purpofe to difplay the talents 

of 
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of his boy, who was previoufly advifed to exert 
himfelfon the occafion. The company confifted 
of two noblemen in -the miniftry, an eminent di- 
vine, a celebrated phyfician, a dramatic ^riter of 
reputation, the late Mr. Pope, and lady Mary 
Wortley Montague. 

The time before dinner was pafled in one of 
thofe unmeaning random ibrts of converfation^ 
with which people generally fill up the tedious in- 
terval -to an entertainment'; but after the cloth 
was taken away poor Tom was fingled out by 
lady Mary, who afked him with the elegant in- 
trepidity of diftinSion, if he did not think London 
a much finer place than Oxford. Tom replied, 
that if her ladyihip meant the difference in fize 
or magnificence of buiiding, there could be no 
poffibility of a comparifon ; but if (he confined 
herfelf to the fund of knowledge which was to be 
acquired at either of the places, the advantage lay 
entirely in favour of Oxford ; this reply he deli- 
vered in a tone confident enough, but rather ele- 
vated with the dignity of academical declamation ; 
however, it would have pafied toUefably, had he 
not endeavoured to blaze out all at once with one 
of thofe common-place eulogiums on claffical lite- 
rature, which we are fo apt to meet with in a mere 
fcholar quite raw from an univerfity. In this 
harangue upon the benefits of education^ he ran 
back to all the celebrated authorities of antiquity, 
as if the company required any proof of that nature 
to fupport the juftice of his argument ^ and did 

not 
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not conclude without repeated quotations from the 
Greok and Latin writers, which he recitod with 
an air of vifiUe fatt$fadk>n« Lady Marry could 
not forbear a imile at bis^arneftnefs, and turning 
about to Mr. Pope, ^* J.dbink, Sir, (fays ibedn a 
•' half fuppreffed whifpcr) Mr. Wdhankis a prcttjr " 
"^^ fii^olar, but he foems a littk oinacquainted with 
<( the world." Tom who overheard this whifper 
was about to ;make fome .anfwer, when Mr. Pope 
aiked him, if dsere were any new poetical geniuies 
fifing at'Oxford, Tom upon this feemed to gain 
new fpirtts, and mentioned Dick Townly who 
tiad wrote an epigram on Chloe ; Ned Frodfliam 
;who had publiihed an ode to fpring ^ and Harry 
IS^howlea who had adually inferted a fmart copy 
pf vorfes on his bedmaker's iifter, in one of the 
{weekly chronides* Mr. Pope wheeled about with 
^ fignificant look to .lady Mary, and returned the 
whifper by faying, ^' I think indeed, madam^ that 
** Mr. Welbank does not feem to know a great 
.«< d^l of the world." 

* Ons of the (bitemen feeing Tom rather dif- 
^ncected, kindly attempted to relieve ihim hy -ex*- 
fiteSing a fufpeife that fo many learned -men aa 
compofed the univerfity of Oxford ibould feem fo 
^eneraUy difaffe£led to the government. He ob* 
ferved, it was ftrange that learning ihoutd ever 
Jean to the £de of tyranny ; and hinted, that they 
^uld never fall into fo groft an error, if inftead 
x>f poring perpetually over the works of the an- 
tients^ th^ now afid 4hcA'tO€k ii.ouffofy d'ip into 

the 
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the hiftory of England. There was ajuftlcc in 
ttus ren^aij^ which poor Tom being unaWe anfwcr, 
"wras at a confiderable lofs to withftaod ; however, 
^linkipg bunfelf obliged jio fay fometbing, he ran 
C3Mit in pxaife of ^11 the antient hiilorians, and con-i 
eluded with a compliment to the good fenfe of the 
Vdiiverfity in giving them fo proper a preference 
tg the flinpifey produiEUons of the moderos. The 
-iloUeman turAe,d »way with di^uft^ and it w^aa* 
the general opinion of the table, that Tom would 
igake a pretty fellow wl^en he knew a little more 
of the world. 

Th« de(iu<^oa which I would make from the 
foregoing little iiarrattve is, that peqple before they 
titu^ themfelves acquainted with the world fhould 
en4€avour to obtain a general knowledge of men, 
z^d things, inftead of narrowly drawing their no-^ 
tions from any one profei&onf or any particular 
circle of acquaintance ', they may perhaps laugh 
at all the wprld, but all the world will be fure of 
laughing" at them ; and the general ridicule of every 
body is much morp alarming than the private de^ 
riiion of any one. 



Numb. LXXVIII. Saturday, July 24. 

NOTHING is more commonly tpet with 
in the world than an affedation of liberality 
where people are notorioufly narrow in difpoiitionjj 
luid where captivated with the charms of a ge- 
nerous 
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nerous behaviour, they ev6n force the natural lit- 
tlenefs of their tempers into fome aukward a£]b of' 
itludant benevolence. 

I SUPP£D laft night, in confequence of a pref* 
fing invitation, at the houfe of a gentleman near 
Pall-mall, who is always endeavouring to eftablifh^ 
a charafier for generoiity, though there is fcarcely' 
a ctrcumfiance in ^hich he does not manifeftly' 
betray the avaricious caft of liis temper, and ex- 
pofe himfelf to the contempt of the very perfon' 
upon whom he endeavours to confer an obliga- 
tion. 

There were eighteen of us at fupper, but 
not the fign of a petticoat in company: our 
eatables were remarkably elegant : the table was' 
covered with every expenfive rarity of the feafon, 
^d I do not fuppofe the expence could be lefs 
from the Variety and coft of the diflies, that ten 
or a dozen pounds. Yet notwithftanding fo much 
magnificence on one fide of the queftion, our liquor 
confifted of no more than two-bottles of four port^ 
a little jar of Welch ale, and a fmall bowl of 
brandy and water : a$ for lights, though the room 
^s very fpacious, we had no more than an humble 
pair of tallow eights to the pound, which were 
almoftloft in a couple of fuperb candlefticks,ivhrch 
the matter of the houfe with an air of negligence 
informed us, were a great bargain, and had coft 
him no more than a hundred guineas at Mr* 
Grimftcad's^ the great toyihop near St* Paul's. 
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. For my own part, there are few people who 
drink lefs claret and burgundy than myfelf, or 
who indeed indulge theinfelves lefs in any extraor- 
dmary freedoms with the glafs. When a young 
man I never confidered intoxication as an ap« 
pendage to gentility; and now that I have ad- 
vanced pretty far into the vale of years, I ihould 
look upon the fmalleft excefs to be uilpardonable* 
A grey-headed drunkard is to me a character no 
lefs of abhorrence than contempt : fince he muft 
indeed be the worft of all profligates, who jefts 
with the mandates of his maker, while he ftznds 
tottering on the very verge of eternity. Notwith- 
ftandiog this declaration, I muft acknowledge my« 
ielf extremely difpleafed with the mixture of pa- 
rade and parfimony, which was confpicuous in our 
entertainment; I expeded at leaft that matters 
urould have been of a piece ; and really wifhed, 
that a little part of the profufion which appeared 
at fupper, had been fpared to furnifli a tollerahle 
bottle of wine for the conclufion of the evenings 

Next to great art of regulating our appear- 
ance either at home or abroad by the ftandard xif 
our circumftances, nothing is fo fure of maintain- 
ing us on a refpe£lable footing with the world, 
as a conftant uniformity in our drefs and enter- 
tainments. Should we fee a knight of the garter 
with his ribband acrofs a livery coat, or perceive 
a man in an embroidered fuit of velvet with a 
dirty pair of worfted ftockings, our ridicule would 
be very naturally excited, and half the boys ia 

town 
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town would probably hoot after the firft as a fool, 
or the latter, as a madman. In like manner thofe 
who give fifty covers at an entertainment, ihould 
niake a proportionable figure in jth# choice of their 
wines; and thofe for ever avoid ..btu^undy and 
champaign, who treat with nothing more than a 
iimple veal cutlet, or an bun^ble beef ft^ke. 

One of the moft extraordioary mixtures of 
parilmony and parade, whpQii I ever remember to 
have known, was poor Jagk Gi^y.; Jack made 
it a conilant point to tak^ /our box iickets in 
public company, for the J^t^ Mr. Ryan's benefit^ 
declaring his high regard for tbe.dtai'a^ker of that 
livorthy man, but always demandingilie odd ibillifig 
out of the guinea. If tny ^ hi^ firiendf. warned s 
(urn xf money ^ he ^i9er jfcrupUd 4o leikd it ?with» 
put in^ere^^ though U the fame time lie teised 
them everlaftingly with whdt it <woiild po&duce in 
(the funds. No gold did be ever give in charttyt 
but what W9S cpnfid^rabiy deficieat in weight: 
and opce when he made his borough a prefent 
i>f a town clock, he ch^Kgti the corpca'ation .with 
Itbe carriage from London. Thus doing things 
^continually ,by halves, and deftroying^ widi a per* 
petual attention to the mereft trifles, all the merit 
3¥hicb he gained from the diftribution of large 
^Ums, he iunk ^nto univerfal contempt, and fquan* 
^ered aw9.y the principal pact 6f his foiAune to 
procure the qh^raiSier of a miier. 

His neighbour, honeft Will frankly; was a 
2fMn<^ quite a co&tcarjr temper, though poflefled 

of 
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of fcarcely half liis fortune by doing things 

iPirith a good grace, he obtained more applaufe 

from the difpofal of a (hilling, than the other 

^d from a gift of fifty pounds. Thcre'^ was fome« 

thing generoufly unoftcotatious about him, that 

gave the Analleft z€t of bonevolence an air of dig« 

nity ; and by never ieeming to demand the ad« 

miration of hts friends, he was always certain of 

enjoying it* To Mr. Greedy the village gave no-* 

thing more Uian a diftant bow of unwilling re* 

fpe6k i but to Mr. Frankly they were officioufly 

forward to pull off their hats, and gazed at hint 

till he was out of fight, with an air of vifible fatis« 

fa£lion. Upon the whole, they were two ftriking 

proofs of the wife man's obfervation, that he who 

does A good A&um meid;y for the ftke of virtue 

is always fure ol that applaiife from the workiy 

which die oftentatious man ^onftantly lofes, hf 

aiming to raife bis own refwHatioa. 

KtfUB, LXXiK. ^MirAft 7«^ 31- 

m^M^m ■ IJB IP ■ ■> J Ni^iS « <ii III I ii ■■ i ■> ■— ^w^^^ 

i 

^T^H£B.£ is ft fentiment in Mr. Colemiui's 
^ comedy cf the Jealous Wife, with which I 
am.not a little .pl^fed,.a8 it. is no lefs an indkatioii 
of la 4>fineiiK>lottt vheart than a found underftahding. 
HiMTciet reproaching young Oakley on account of 
bis ^xtraordniary attacbmeAt to the bottle ^ the 
lover fenfiUy ^nick with the juftice of the reproof 

exclaims 
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exclaims that were all ladies alike attentive to the 
morals of their admirers, a libertine would be an 
uncommon character. 

• Ind E £ ly if we take but ever (o flight a view of 
the fexes» we ihall find the behaviour of the one 
to depend fo entirely upon the opinion of the other, 
that was either to fet about a reformation,' the 
amendment of both would be eafily afFe£led, and 
thofe virtues would ^ be immediately • cultivated 
through the prevalence of fafliion, which neither 
the force of convidion, the dread of temporary 
misfortune, nor the terrors of everlajfting mifery, 
are now fufficient to fteal upon our practice, even 
while they engage our veneratiom 
. As the ladies in^general are more affeded by. 
the prevalence of immorality than the men } it 
often fur^rifes me, that they do not endeavour to 
look thofe vices out of countenance among our 
fex, which are fo frequently fatal to their own 
tranquility* A man, through the eftablifllment of 
cuftom, confiders it as infamous to many a pro- 
ftitute, to connedl himfelf with a drunkard, or to 
pay his addrefles to a woman whofe lips are con* 
tinually fraught with indecency or execration; 
though accuftomed himfelf to the midnight excefTes 
of the ftew, yet when he fixes for life, he enquires 
into the chara^er of his miftrefs, and profecutes 
his fuit in proportion as (he is eminent for her 
virtues. Her follies he readily laughs at, but over* 
looks by no means the fmalleft want of reputation. 
Whereas the lady, though bred up all. her life in 

the 
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the ftri£left delicacy, exprefles no repugnance what*^ 
foever to venture with the moft public betrayer 
of innocence, the moft open enemy of mankind, 
and the moft daring defier of his God. Nay, unlcft 
he has been in fome meafure remarkable for the 
number and blacknefs of his vices, (he holds him 
in contempt, and fets him down^s ah abfolute 
ideot, if he is not intimately con verfant with every 
thing that can either leflen him as a chriftian, or 
degrade him as a man. 

What, however, is moft extraordinary on 
thefe occaiions, is the facility with which a father 
ufually contrails his daughter to a libertine ; as 
if becaufe cuftom did not involve her in the infamy 
of his charader, his habitual propenfity to vice 
muft not neceiTarily endanger her happinefs. For 
my own part, I am (hocked when I faw a parent 
lefs regardful of a daughter's felicity, than atten- 
tive to the welfare of a fon. Is there a father who 
would perfuade his fon into a marriage with a 
proftitute profefTed ? I hope not; why then is his 
daughter fo relentlefsly facrificed to a libertine? 
Is there not as much danger for the one to bo 
miferable with her hufband, as the other to be 
wretched with his wife ? ,And fince. the natural 
claim to paternal indulgence js equal between 
each, muft it not be highly inequitable to treat the 
iirft with fuch an excefs of unmerited partiality? ' 
I AM infenfibly led into this fubjeft from a 
perufal of fome fermons, addrefled to young women^ 
which have lately made their appearance, and were 

yefterday 
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ycftierclay put into my hands by my bookfeller. 
Who Che author is I knoi^ not, bat he deferves the 
greateft encomiums, for the perfpicuicy of his ftile; 
and the energy of his arguments ( he is elegant 
without levity, and pious without afFeilation. Ill 
one of his difcourfes, where famde virtue is the 
obje£l of confideration, h^ gives fo admirable a leflbn 
to the fex on account of this unhappy approbation 
with which the very beft women fo frequently 
honour a profligate lover, that I cannot but tran- 
fcribe it for the benefit of my amiable readers. 

"How common is it to fee young ladies, who 
•* pafs for women of reputation, admitting into 
«' their company in public places, and that with 
<* vifible tokens of civility- and pleafure, men, 
«< whom the moment before they faw herding with 
•* creatures of infamous name ! — Gracious God, 
*' what a defiance to the laws of piety, prudence, 
*^ character, decorum ! what an infult, in effect, 
•* to every man and woman of virtue in the world \ 
" what a palpable encouragement to vice and 
•* diflionour ! what a defperate puHing down, in 
«* appearance, and with their own hands,' of the 
'' only partition that divides them from the moll 
•« profligate of their fex ! between the bold anrf 
" the abandoned woman there may ftill remain, 
*^ notwithftanding fuch behaviour, a diftinfiion in 
*« the world's eye; but we fcruple not to declare; 
[ ^ that religion, purity, delicacy, make none. 

♦« To return from this digrefEon, if it be one, 
*' we wiil allow it poiSbie to put cafes wherein no 

** particular 
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•' particular rules of difcovery, no determinate 
** modes of judgment, will enable a young woman, 
** by her own unaf&fted (kill, todifcern the. dangers 
*• that lie in "her way. But can a young woman 
•* be juftly excufed, or can fhe fairly excufe her- 
•* felf, if, where all is at (lake, fhe calls not in the 
** joint aid of wife fufpicion, friendly courifcl, and 
•* grave experience, togetljer with prayers for God's 
•* proledion more than ordinarily fervent ? 

«* But, methinks, I heard fome of you a(k with 
•• an air of earneft curiofity. Do not reformed rakes 
•* then make the beft of hufbands ? I am forry for 
** the queftion, I am doubly forry, whenever it is 
" ftarted by> a virtuous woman. I will not wound 
'* the ear of modefty by drawing minutely the cha^* 
•* raAer of a rake : but give me leave to anfweir 
•' your enquiry, by aflcihg a queftion or two in my 
'* turn. In the firft place, we will fuppofe a man 
" of this chara£ler actually reformed, fo far as to 
•* jrcat the woman he marries with every mark of 
*' tendernefs, efteem, fidelity ; and that he gives 
•* up for ever his old companions, at leaft as to aiiy 
•* chofen intimacy, or preference of their company. 
** to hers.. We grant it poffible) we rejoice when 
^' it happens. It is certainly the beft atonement 
** that can be made for his former condu£t. But 
^^ now let me afk you, or rather let me defire you 
** to.aik your own hearts, without any regard ta 
*^ the opinions of the world, which is moft deflra^ 
** ble on the fcore of fentiment, on the fcor« of 
'• that refpcft which pu owe toyourfelves, to your 

f« friends. 
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" friends, to your fex, to order, re&itude, and 
<* honour ; the pure unexhaufied, afFeflion of a 
<^ man who has not by intemperance and debauch- 
*' ery corrupted his principles, impaired his confti- 
*^ tution, enflaved himfelf to appetite, fubmitted to 
*' (hare with the vileft and meaneft of manki^nd the 
^* mercenary embraces of harlots, contributed to 
embolden guilt, to harden viqe, to render the 
retreat from a life of fcandal and mifery more 
hopi^lefs ; who never laid fnares for beauty, ne- 
^' ver betrayed the innocence that trufted him, ne-» 
*< ver abandoned any fond creature to want and 
*^ defpair, never hurt the reputation of a woman, 
^^ never difturbed the peace of fanfilies, or defied 
<* the laws of his country, or fet at nought the pr«- 
** hibition of his God ; —which, I fay, is moft dc- 
*^ firable, the afFedtioh of fuch a man, or that of 
** him who has probably done all this, who has cer- 
^* tainly done a great part of it, and who has no- 
f* thing now to offer you, but the (battered remains 
^* of his health, and of his heart ? How any of you 
may feel on this fubjed, I cannot fay. But jf, 
judging as a man, I believed, what I have often 
*' heard, that the generality of women would pre- 
*' fer the latte/, I know not any thing that could 
*• fink them fo low in my efteem. 

•* That he who has been formerly a rake may 
** after all prove a tolerable good hufband, as the 
<< world goes, I have faid already that I do not dif* 
'^ pute. But I would afk, in the next place, is 
*^ this commonly to be expe&ed ? Is there no dan- 

" gcr 
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^ ger that fuch a man will be tempted by tht 
^ of long habit to return to his old ways^ or 
*^ the infatible love of variety, wbkh he has iK 
^< dulged fo freely, will fome^me or other kact 
^* him aflray from the fineft woman m the world f 
** Will not .the very idea of reftraint, which he 
** could never brook while fingle, make him only 
** the more impatient of it when married ? Will 
*• he have the better opinion of his wife's virtue, 
** that he has converfed chiefly with women who 
** had none, and with men amongft whom it was 
** a favourite fyftera, that the fex are all alike? •— 
** But it is a painful topic. Let liic women who 
** are fo comie£led make the beft of their condition j 
*' and let us go on to fomething clfe." 

The fcanty limits of my paper will not allow 
me to make as large an extrad from this benevo* 
lent writer as I could wifh. But 1 am the more 
eafy on that account, as I dare fay the generality 
of«my readers, from the foregoing Httle fpecimen, 
will look upon his works as a very valusdiile addi^ 
tion to their libraries. 

Numb. LXXX. Saturday^ Auguji 7. 



THOUGH I have more than once in the 
courfe of my little animadverfions, endeaf^ 
voured to explode the prepoftevous cuflom of toaft<i» 
ing, yet I have within this week met a circum- 
ftance which has, if poffible, e^creafed my averibo 
. Vol. II. %, to 
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to the praflicey and in a manner compelled me to 
refiime the fubjedy howerer tedious the repetition 
oaay appear to kxrat of my hm^vivant readers. 

I 0IN£D accidentia a few days ago at a well* 
known cofFee-houfe in the Strand, at the preffing 
fequeft of my nephew Harry, who'afiured me that 
the cconpany would be highly to my tafte, for 
though the moft of them wer« young fellows, yet. 
there were very few by whom they were fufpafled 
cither in politenefs or underftanding. This afik-^ 
ranee, joined to the regard which I always enter<» 
lain for my boy's converfation, induced me to give 
ji very ready acquiefcence, and it is no more than 
juftice to acknowledge, that Harry had not over 
rated the merit of his friends^ notwithftanding the 
latitude o f t be foregoing chara^r. 

Unhappily, however, juft as we were circu* 
lating our jokes with the utmoft good-humour, 
two or three gentlemen belonging to the army, 
who were intimately acquainted with (bme of our 
company, and overheard us from an adjoining 
room, fent in their compliments, and begged pert 
miffion to join us, if we were not engaged about 
any particular bufinefs. This requeft was urged 
in too polite a manner to be refufed, and we zz^ 
cordingly fent word how much we thought our- 
felves obliged by fo friendly a propofition. The 
addition to our company fcarcely took place, when 
one of the moft manly and feniible charadlersf 
ever converfed withy made his appearance porfuaflt 

tQ a prgmif^ W^i^b bs bad given to my Harry, 

attended 
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attended by two yottng gentlemen^ his ibas, the 
eldeft of whom did not feem to he quite eighteen. 
As the ftranger carried a confideraUe degree of 
confequence in his very looks, he was received 
with a fuitable refpe£l, and conveffation began to 
circulate even with an additionsd Ihare of lifc» 
when our harmony was illiberally interrupted by a 
toaft from one of the gentlemen, in red, no lefs 
offenfive to good^^fenfe, thaii repugnant to good 
^manners . I ftared with an equal mbcture of fur- 
prife and indignation; but there was no defi:ribing 
the iituation of Harry's friend, ^ or the diftrefs of 
the modeft youths who accompanied him* The 
^father feemed totally abaihed at the company into 
which he introduced his fons; and the fens utterly 
unaccuftomed to fo licentious an example, were 
.fi^uite unable to hold up their heads ; they funk widi 
confudon as if they had adually given ati offence, 
nnftead of having received one ; till entirely at a 
lofs how to recover themfelves they fenfibly with* 
drew, and left the grown gentlemen to indulge 
themfelves with ill-breeding and obfcenity. 

Among the numberlefs abfurdities wbicb, in 
'this happy country, are kept up among our men 
of fenfe, the tuftom of .confining vice to the ag^s 
of difcretion is one of .the moft extraordinary* 
A perfon now-a«days is not allowed to be a pro- 
Higate till he arrives at one and twenty;. 'as if, 
in proportion to the encreafe of his underftanding, 
he was to a£t diametrically repugnant to the prin- 
«ciples of decency and virtue. An uninformed 

.E ^a fttipling 
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'Uripling muft by no means, either prefume to fwear, 
. or talk fmuttily ; his father will corred him feverely 
' for the licentioufnefs, and he will be looked upon 

with contempt or abhorrence by all his acquaint* 

ance. I'he father himfelf however may utter the 
, moft (hocking blafphemies, and ranfack the ftewe 
. for the reddeft obfcenities of a brutal imagination. 

He is pld enough to know the profligacy of the 
. practice; and is fenfible how ofFenfive it is both 
• to politenefe and religion, to the laws of his 

country, and the ordinances of his God. 

I HAVE been often fsrprifed that in a nation 
: which, values itfeif fi> juftly upon the charaSer c^ 
it's good fenfe, there ihould be ftill fuch palpable 
remains of barbarity ; what can be a greater re- 
flexion either on our morals or our breeding, than 
the cuftom of driving our wives and children out 
.of the room immediately after dinner, and telling 
^them we are going to begin a converfation which 
is utterly improper for their ears* . Shall men, 
who pretend either to manners or to virtue, enter 
upon fuch difcourfes as are dangerous to their 
^ishildren, or (hocking to their wives ! (hall it be 
'faid that a child is not to be trufted with his own 
father, for fear of being corrupted ; nor a woman 
•permitted to enjoy a focial hour with her own 
hufband, for fear of fome palpable affront. — Yes 
Jt muftbe faid-^yes it muft be ipentioned to the 
everlafting difgrace of the civilized people of Eng- 
land, that they are utterly unable to pafs an even- 
ing without the moil infamous indulgence of ob- 

icenitjf 
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fenity and execration ; and that the bappinefs of 
their cohvivial entertainments is always eftinnited^ 
in proportion, as they debafe the dignity of their 
uAderftandings, and violate the mandates of thcii:^ 
God- 

A VERY laudable adbciation has been lately 
ict on foot in (evera! places of this kingdom^ to - 
raife the wages of our honeft fervants, and tp aboliih 
-the inhofpitable cuftom of makii)g our friends ] 
continually pay for their entertainment. Infinitely 
would it be to the honour of thofe gentlemen who , 
{6 ^enerouily exert themfelves in the caufe of hof* 
pitality, if they alfo ftood up in defence of true 
poIitene(s and real virtue. DiiSpated as the pre* 
ient age is, a few examples would produ{:e an uni- 
verfal reformation ; and I dare be bold enough to . 
afSrm, that the purpofes of rational feftivity would 
be much better anfwered, (hould fuch a regulation 
liappily take place ; when men begin to throw off 
decency, they foon throw off all efteem for one 
another ; and few retain any regard for their . 
friends, when they wantonly facrifice every con« 
Cderation for themfelves. Whereas by an ob^ 
fervance of good- breeding we fliould always main- 
tain our friendlhips, and enjoy what Pope finely 
calls • 

The feaft of reafon and the JUw ofjhul^ 

Where we are how filled with difguft, or funk intd 
all the cxcefles of brutality, 

N IT M Hi . 
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r^ /fo B A B L E R. 

SIR, 

I KNOW fcwfubjcfts more written upon and- 
lefs underAood than that of friendfliip ; to follow 
the didates of fome, this virtue, inftead of being* 
theaflwager of pain, becomes the fource of ever^ 
inconvenience. Such fpeculatifts, by expefthig^ 
too much from friend&ip^ diflblve the connexion ^ 
and by drawi|ig the bands too ctc/fely, at lengtb 
break them. Almoft all our romance and novd-' 
' writers are of this kind ; they perfuade us to friend- 
ihips which We find impoffible to fuftain to the laft |*fo' 
that this fweetner of life under proper regulations,, 
is by their means rendered rnaccei&ble or uneafy; 

It is certain the beft method to cultivate this 
virtue, is by letting it in fome meafure make itfelf* 
A fimilitude 6f minds or fludies, and even fomfc- 
4fmes a diverilty of purfuits will produce all the 
pleafures that arife from it. 'fhe current of ten- 
dernefs widens as it proceeds, and two* men im- 
perceptibly find their hearts wann with good-nature 
for each other, when they were at firft only in- 
piirfuit of mirth or relaxation. Friendfbip is like 
a debt of honour, th e moment it is talked of it 
loTes its real itame, and aflumes the more ungrate- 
ful form of oblig atiom 

Frorik* - 
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From hence we find that thofe who regularly 
undertake to cultivate friendftip, find ingratitude 
generally rq)ays their endeavours. That circle of 
beings which dependance gathers round u8 is- al« 
moft ever unfriendly ; they fecretly>wilh the termt 
of their connedion more nearly equals and where 
they even have the moft virtue are prepared to 
feferve all their afFe£lions for^ their, patron only in 
the hour of his decline. Encreafing the obliga- 
tions which are laid upon fuch minds only encreafes 
their burthen ; they feel themfelves unable to repay 
the immenfity of their debt, and their bankrupt 
hearts are t^ght k latent refentment at the hand 
Ihat is fireccbed out with offera of fervice and 
relief. . 

Vlavtwub wa$ 4 mi^n who thought ihat every 
good w4s to be .bovgbt by riches, and as he was 
foSfsBkd .o£ great wealthy and had a mind;natcrrally 
formed for virtue^ he. refolved to gather a circle of 
the beft men round him. Among the nuinber of 
bis dependants was Muiidorus, with a mind juft 
as fond of virtue, yet not lefs proud than his pa« 
tron* His dccumftanccs, however^ were fu^h as 
forced, him to ftoop to the good offices of his fupe^ 
rior, and he faw htmfelf daily anM>ng a number of 
others loaded with benefits, and proteftations of 
friendJQiip. Thefe in the ufual courfe of the world 
he thou^t it prudent to accept, but while he gave, 
•bis efteem he could not give his heart. A want of 
affe^ion breaks out in the mofl trifling inftances, 
and Plautinus had (kill enough to obferve the mi* 

£ 4 nuteft 
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Duteft a£lions of the man he wiflied to make his 
friend. In thefe he ever found his aim difappoint- 
cd, for Mufidorus claimed an exchange of hearts^ 
which PlautiiMS foliciting by a variety of other 
claims could never think of beftowing. It may 
be eafily fuppofed that the referve of our poor proud 
man was foon conftrued into ingratitude,^ and fuch 
indeed in the common acceptation of the world it 
was. Wherever Mufidori^s appeared, he* was re- 
marked as the ungrateful man ; he had accepted 
favours it was faid, and fttll had the mfolenCe to 
pretend to ihdependance. The , event however» 
juftified his conduct. Plautinus by mliplaeed lib«<^ 
jality at length became poor, and it was then that 
Mufldorus firft tHought of making a friend of himi 
He flew to the man of fallen fortune with an offer 
of all he had ; wrought under his diredion Witli 
afliduity ; »nd by uniting their talents both were at 
length placed in that ftation of life from which one - 
of them had formerly fallen. 

To this ftory takeh from. modern life, I fliaH 
add one more taken from a Gredk writer of antfr* 
quity. Two Jcwilh foldiers in the times of Vef- 
pafian had made many campaigns together, and ' 
a participation of danger at length bred an union 
of hearts. They were remarked throughout the ' 
whole army as the two friendly brothers j they felt, 
and fought for eath other. Their friendfhip might 
have continued without interruption till death, had 
not the good fortune of the one alarmed the pride' 
of the other> v^bich was in his promotion to be a 

General 
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General un3er the famous John, who headed a 
particular party of the Jewifli malecontents. ' FrbtH 
this moment their former love was converted into 
tiie moft inveterate enmity. They attached tKem- 
felyes to oppoflte^fa^ohs, and fought each others 
lives in the conflict of adverfe party. In this man- 
ner they continued for more than two years, vow- 
ing mutual revenge, and animated with an unton* 
querable fpirit of averfion* At length, however, 
that party of the Jews, to which ^e mean foldier 
belonged, joining with the Romans, It became 
vi£torious, and drove Johnr with» all bia adherents 
into the temple. Hiftory has. given us more than 
one pidure of the dreadful? conflagration of that 
fuperb edifke* The Roman foldiors were gather- 
ed rouivl it; the whole temple was in flames, and 
thou£ands were feen burning alive within k'& cic-^ 
ciiit. It was in this (ituation of things> that the 
now- ^ccefsful foldier faw his .former fHend upon 
the battlements of the highefl tower, looking 
TOund with horror, and juft ready to be confumed 
with flames. All his former tendernefs now thero* 
fore he returned; He faw the man of bi$ bofoni 
juft going to perifh ; and unable to. withftand the 
xmpulfe, he ran fpreading his arms, and crying 
out to his friend,. t0 leap down from the top, and 
find fafety with him. The friend, from, above 
t heard and obeyed, and calling himfelf from the top 
of the tower into his fellow foUier's arms, both: fell 
a facrificeon the fpot ; one being cruihed *tO' deadly 
> by the weight of his.<tompaAtd% Utid^ihci other bo- 
ing dafhed to pieces by the greatnels of his fall*. 

£ 5 NuMBi 
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SIR, 

TH £ generality of young women when onor 
they get a lover in their heads, imi^ine that 
their relations are the moft cruel Creatures in the^ 
world, unlefs they give an immediate confent t<r 
tvery abfurdity of their incUnatiens, and beftow 
(hem at once with a confiderable fortune upon the 
fweet fellow n^o has thus happily made himfelf 
matter of their affedions. If a parent pretends 
to any authority, he inftantly, from a tender father 
is looked upon as an abfolute tyrant ; and pretty 
taiifs very dutifully wi(hes him fifty £athom under 
ground, that ihe i^y have a handfome fum of 
money to throw away upon a rafcal, whom (be 
baa not poffibly known abov« a month or fix 
•weeks* 

I I A M you muft know, Mr. Bsdsler, a miferable 
woman, whom a partiality of this nature for a 
tnoft infamous vUlain, has plunged into the deepeft 
diftreis. About five years ago, Sir, I lived witb 
»ty father, a beneficed clergyman in the north of 
England, and had every reafon to be iatisfied, 
-that the happine&^of the venerable old gentleman's 
• life WZ8 placed in mine, firom the exceffive ten- 
-^^nds witSi which be conftantly treatsd me, and 

from 
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from the enjoyments of which he debarred hfaifelf^. 
merely to lay up a fortune for my advancement jii< 
the worM. I was his only chlld^ and thougfh my^ 
imtber-died wMle I was qtntean infant, iie never 
would alter his condition^ for fear^ as be kindljr 
exprefl^d it, he might place 2 very different ibrt 
Sf woman over his poor ifa^beDa. 

I*taA© fcarcely tfurned my <wenty-firft year, 
Mr. Babler, v^en a company of ftroUing playera 
came iiito bur nieigHbourhood, a principal of <v^hidi 
being an 'excellent fcbolar,- and mafterefavery 
genteel atidrefs, had a letter of recommendation to 
my father, from a ^brother clergyman in the laft 
town where they exhibited. My father, who waa 
benevolence kfblf,'^hough'W did ficA greatly ap^ 
pVdve*of fuch a gCieft, n^vierthdefe defiped^umoat 
iof compliment' to Mat friend to ftay dinner; anl 
alTured himbf his beft fervices whenever the be- 
nefits came to be advertiftd. Mr. Vfllars, ^he 
comedian, thanked him id il handfome manner^ 
and ' we ToOfi after ^ fat down to table,' ti^hei^e' the 
deiigmng hypocrite^ by a behaviour the D:ioft'fpe^ 
dous' zni pilite'j and by an tmaflTumiflg^ prettntt 
to dlthe* Vito^s wi<h which he was uftirfy un- 
acquainted,' foon got the better of my father Vrei- 
ferve, and not a little fllenced the contempt wbicfv 
1 had idWays ^leAt^tdinfed forhhoft i<iilerant 4a- 

f V t 

^pertdfcnts oh the theatre.' Not to'be^miniitelytcvi- 

^cdEhftilntial^•*^^[|ffice it», Mr. Babler^ that ViHdfs 

i^ceiVed an invitation ho lefs warm than gentwil 

to our hdufe, and 'in lefs thanaweck tirade faflh 

good 



84 T«r?B ABLER. No. 8a^- 

good ufe of my father*s bofpitaltty^ as entirely to 
captivate the afFe£lions of hia inexperienced daugh- 
ter, and to fill her with an infiiperable averfion to 
die happy habitation, in which for her whole life 
flie bad been fo carefiuUy brought up^r 

I WAS too muchr a novice^ however, in the bu« 
finefs of amour, . to keep the matter fo perfe£Hy 
K:oncealed from the eyes bf a father, who in his 
~youtb had been remarkably well received amoi^g 
the ladies* as I could wffli i be iaw with wbat 
cagemeft I bung upon every fyllaUe that fell from 
Villars> and remarked with concern, that unlefs 
Villars was in the houfe I fludioufly avoided bis 
company. One Sunday afteinoon, therefore, while 
1 imagined he was at church, he uaexpe£led darted 
irom » cfefet in the very room wher^ Vil|ars and 
I were exchanging vows of everlafting fidelity; 
4tfid ordering my lover with a look of indignation 
ne^er to come again into bi& prefeace,. deiired me 
immediately to retire to my room. 

Though fhame and coafuilon kept me filent 
in the prefence of my lather,, I was nevertheless 
no fooner alone, than. I beg^n to think his ber 
haviour a very unjuftifiable piece of barbaaity t all 
the care and anxiety which for more than twenty 
years he had manifefted for my welfare, was in:^ 
.nediately baniflied from^my remembrance. I 
looked upon him as^ the . greateft enemy I had in 
the world; and full of nothing bur the idea of my 
adorable Villars, I determined, like the inconfi- 
i4enue the unnatural monfter I was,, to. quit the 

maA 
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xnan who gave me being, who educated me with 
the ntceft circumfpefUon, ^ and of whofe worth I 
'was -perfcdUy convinced j to go off* with a fellowt 
vrho for ought I knew might be a highwayman ; 
to whom I never owed an obligation ; and whofe 
per(bn I had never feen till the week before^ in 
which he fo unfortmiately brought a recommenda* 
tion to my Other's. 

Before I had time to execute this dutiful pro* 

lc£t however,, my , unhappy father came up tp my 

room, and looking at me for fome time with aa 

air of inexpreifible anguifh, at laft burft into a flood 

of tears. When he had fomewhat recovered himr 

fclf. « O IfabeUa, faid he, little did I think t^ 

•* have feen fuch a day as this 5 and little did»I 

.** imagine you would ever give me caufe to regret 

** the hour of your birth. In what part of my 

*^ duty, tell me child, has there been a deficiency 

** to occafion fo fatal a negligence in yours? What"** 

*' has your father done, that you i^ifli to fliake 

** off every fentiment of nature and affeftipaj 

** and dcfire to fly from the arms, which have ch^ 

«« rilhed you fincc the firft moment of your ex^ 

/' iftence, to .refuge with a villain, whom you have 

** not known above ten or a dozen days. In th^ 

** alienation of your affefiions, has he heiitated to^ 

** break the facred laws of friendfhip and hofpiu- 

*Mity, or fcrupled to put on the awful form .of 

*• vintue ta profecute. the mbft infamous end*? 

** While I entertained him with the greatcft coi- 

^'diaUty^ he was doing mi;, the moft iireparabk 

- . - .^^i'yuryj 
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^ injury ; ^ni when I harbotnreS hhn moft m my 

^ bofom, Kkc the vcilrcmotas adder, the liiorc deeply 

•< he fttii%' tn^ td tihe ^hearrt; And will you, 

•< Iftbclh, irtftead ofttrengirigithe-caufe df fo in- 

•« jurcd!, ahd'I 'htrpei iti^ faty,' ?o*tkndeV a jJarfent^ 

^become yourfeff aceiffiry to^theycffruftion of 

•* tny happinefe j «W!! you- WguHty bf a parricide- 

•« to reward an aflaffin, who has attempted more 

•* ttian^wy life ; and fcyi St tie ferd that a common^ 

^* place compliment to Ser tiauty'is of more cbri- 

*^fideration*tofo fe'nfible'a'yoiing Tady than the 

^everlafting trariqtiHky of her fether? Alas, my 

"•* child, let not yom- youth and inexperience lead 

•« you into an irretrievable miftake. The man: 

***that woulxi be guilty' of a crime to ^engage your 

<aflfe£ttohsi would not ftop at a trtee tb'tfaft jo\x 

'ofF, whtn time and :pbffeffi6H 'had r^^ you 

' •flefs attra£KY^-to bw itiiagihatjon. • Cdnfider my 

^ dear, the man -who courts yoii to quit your 

** fatherV houfe, is mterefted in his felicitations. 

«•* I canfnot be intereftbd; He wants you to gratify 

****his wwi purpofes V wherfea'sl haye^no'cnd to an- 

"•* fwer but the advancement of y<7^f'feKdty; indr 

^ am willing to contraft every enj6yment'of my 

** life, for the fake of building that felicity on a 

<< permanent foundation. As I ain determined 

•* never to lay a ireftrain upon your inclinations, 

•* weigh weH the advice I have given y6u. You 

••* are now a woman by the* JiWs' of' the land, 'and 

*^ your perfort is at yotirWndifjpoftl : if therefore 

^to-xnorrgw morning, after having maturely con- 

•'fidertd 
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^ fidered the affiftir, yow can facniice -your doataop , 

^ father^ for this inhofpitable villain, pack up your 

•* doaths and every 'fliing die v^tkli betongs to- 

^ you; go and favour him with- yonrjiand mtias' 

** afltar of that God wtio' fees 'imo iHetiottom df' 

'^ myafliOfions, and donot incui- the additjonal' 

^ difgrace, of «ri mfamom 'Higbt from a houle w 

*^ which you have 4>e€n^ treated vifkh fueh a CDn*- 

** tiniied «ekcefs of paternal iiidalgeiice. . Remenw 

"^ ^ber,' however, if (wiW 4ioutd ^be your refohitioa^ 

'^^ tliat I am no more your fwA^t ; In humble iufi- 

^* tation of the Deity, %y .¥^hom I hope to be for* 

*•* given, I here offer you a chearful forgivcneT^ 

^ ibr what is paft^ But if you perfevere, know 

"^ fhat though my humanity may weep for yoier 

^^ tranfgreffion, tlhat my jufttce will never permit 

♦* me to reward it."** 

My father after this defired me to recolhsft,* 

that I wa» far from being deftitute of admirers^. 

that three or four young genden^n of agreeable 

perfons, unexceptionable chara£ter> and bandfeme 

fortunes, bad for a confiderable .tinie paid ^their 

addrefiev; and that confequeotly I could not haye 

even the ridiculous plea of being n^k^d^ to palliate 

my attachment for the objed whom I had fo prc-^ 

-pofteroufly diftinguiflied by my choice. Saying 

this be left me wiHi an air of de)e£lcd reibitftion s 

• and taking his horfe rode off^ a few miles to the 

*boufeof an intimate acquaintance, where.be lay 

that night, as if be was unwilling to ^tbrow the 

ihad9W 
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fliadow of an impediment in the w^y of my deter* 
oaination*. 

. I T is no eafy circumftance to de&ribe the fitu* 
ation of my heart at this behaviour of my father's: 
be convinced my reafon, but at the fame time he 
alarmed my pride; and. I abfurdly imagined, that 
it Would be a derogation from my own dignity if 
I offered to make him the leaft conceffions, after 
he had thus indirefUy commanded mcv^to quit bis 
houfe. Prefumption is always the daughter of in* 
dulgence; where children have been treated <with 
ah excefs of tendernefs, they moft commonly think 
it very infolent in a parent if he happens to tell 
them of any little miftake; and are 'wonderfully 

* ready to expe£l a moft pundlual performance of 
his duty, however lemifs they themfelves may be 
in the difcharge of their own. Unhapptlly for 
me^ I was one of thefe hopeful children; ac- 
cuftomed to nothing but the beart-dtre^ed blan* 
difhments of paternal aiFeSion, I could not be^r 
the accent of reproach, though confcious of h^ be- 
ing merited; and thought that my father ihouid 
have made me a fubmiffive apology, though it 
certainly would have done me the greatcA credit 

p if I had fallen at his feet, and implored his. forgive- 

. nefs with a torrent of -tears. 

< Whil£ I was thus agitated between the fober 

^ remonfhrances of my reafon, and the unnatural 
workings of ipy pride, Villars ; who had waited: at 
a little alehoufe in the .neigtibo^rhood, to. w^atfh 

» the -motions of our fiuniiy, no fooner'faw my 

iather*f 
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father's back, than he boldly came up to the houfe, 

and preft me in the moft pai&onate manner to em* 

brace that opportunity of packing up my little all 

and efcapmg from the tyranny of a man, who 

made no other ufe of his authority than to render 

me pbrpetualty miferable. — *« Parents, my charm* 

^* ing Mifs Brandon, (faid the artfiil villain) ima« 

•*^ gine they do mighty things if they give a young 

^^ lady a decent room, a tolerable gown, and treat 

^^ her now and then with a box at the theatre ; 

^^ this they call an excefs of tendernefs, and think 

** a very meritorious difcharge of their duty ; but 

*• fee the ftrange inconfiftency of their charaAers ; 

•• though they fo readily allow her td pleafe her- 

•* felf in little things, yet they abfolutely deny her 

^* a will in the moft material article Of all, and 

^^ permit the mere amiifement of an hour,: with 

^'^ no other view but t^-claiija' fueh an authority 

<* over her inclinations as may render her miferablc 

«« for life/' Thefe fentinants, Mr. Bablcr, joined 

to the fafcinating importunity of the fellow, did 

mf bufinefs compleatly; I fet about packing up 

«ny cloaths and trinkets in an inftant, ahdun lefs 

than two hours ^ was entirely out of fight, glowing 

all the Way with a revengeful fort of fatis&ftion^ 

to think how mortified my father muft be when 

he found I had fo chearfuily taken him at his word% 

A s it would not be priklent for Mr. Vitlars to 

ftay in the neighbouriiood when our affair became 

any way public^ we quitteid the 'country with the 

iitmeft expeditioti, ast^l by the following, eveaiiig 

. . -.* arrived 
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arrived at a copiiderable town n^r ao hundred 
loiles offf in whicb a ftrolling company was at that^ 
time perfiprming^ from wbom Mr. Villars had re-* 
reived feveral ^rypreifing letters, requefiing butt 
to joi9 tbe^s and dFering \\im by moch the moil 
et^dl f aft of all the £bara<Slers. At this placer 
we jvtrere ti^rried tb^ morning after our arrivals 
and to my everlafting Infamy^ ] mention it, no one 
feflexion of what might be felt at home, wa$ once 
^iiFer<d to difcredrt the feftiv^l wiiji a (igh. - 

I HAD not however been many weeks married 
kefcre I.foun4.a very material alter ^tkui in tlie be* 
bavi^ur <of my hnibsiAd ^ inftead of iihe good Jbu^ 
QoitrandcoaipIaifaAce which he formerly ajTuti^dy. 
he treated 9ie with nothing but a round of the 
aioft Siem fiirlkiefH or the n^oft (arcafiic con* 
tesipt. .: If. be talk^ fpn^^tim^S) it wjin of b^ing 
thrown bjofelf ^W9 i a«l in p.r<iportipti a« our 
ckcttdiftafices be^nae cootraS;^, £wr the players 
kad but very littbs bufiaefs» and tb« principal part 
of my wardrobe n^t jiow di^fed of, he was bate 
enough even to i^pro^cb me mtk running away 
irom iaiy./ather« I ^iiow (»W yri^^tii h was too latCt. 
idle tit^rwleiic^ of my cond)id:>< andijrouU .^ve 
^veo .thie JifOfAd .bgd ][.beea«i|iftirefs of it, 1:0 caU 
back thie days of my former traxiquiiityr I pep* 
^estved clearly, tfiat Villar's ible motive in ever ad^ 
^effing tn^9 wa3i the < confidLeratjon of my father's 
^ttkoce. ; bei (wiJKj^n onJy idiild, and naituraUy 
sritagiiijod, that .though tbe. v^erable old .gentle* 
ai^ be oJEeaded with xa^ at £rft, be would 

nevertheleia 
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neverthclefs quickly relent, and take me again ta* 
the arms of his affe£liorj, as a daughter. Withi 
tiiis view he obliged me to fend home letters upoa^ 

letters, all expreffing the deepeft penitence for mj^ 
fault, and painting the wretchednefs of our {ituation 
in colours the moft afFe£ling. A poft fcarcely w^nt 
for feveral weeks, but what caried fbme petition of 
ihis nature ; and perhaps I might have continued 
Writing confiderably longer, had not the following: 
note been at laft fent, ia anfwer to my various 
fifties. 
To Mrs.. Vi^ara, at the Theatre in Shrevirfbury.. 

Mapam,/ 
•< \]r /H ]fcN I bad a daughter, (he never fppkr 
t* VV ^ word but what gave me plcafure, nor 
^ mentioned a want which I did not fly to %^ 
^ prove: you. Madam, have robbed ftie of th«t 
.(( daughter s yet after the barbarity of plungii:^ a 
f^ da^er Ia my bofom, are now mean enough t«^ 
♦* throw yourfelf at my feet,, and to folicit xof 
«< compaffion for bread. In reality, I do not know 
^ whether I ihould moft deteft you for the inhu^ 
^ manity of your condudl on the one hand,, or 
•* defpife you for the bafenefs of your behaviour 
*' on the other : is it not enough to be guilty, 
** but you muft try to Be defpicable ? For fliame^ 
*• Madiam, exert a little more fpiritandbe uniformly 
** culpable : talk as much of duty and afFeftion to 
your hufband as you pleafe ; but let not the 
heavy hand of neceffity fqueeze you into a pal- 
try affedation of either, to a father, about 

_ ^ whofc 
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•* whpfc heart you have twifted a thoufand fcor- 
** pions^ ai^d who probably before you receive 
•* this may be ready for that grave which yoa 
*' kindly opened for him on the fixth of Anguft. 
** Trouble me I befeech you no more, I am famr- 
*^ liar with your hand, and fhall never open ang- 
** ther letter of yqur writing ; as you have dif^ 
" pofed of your perfon, give me leave to difpofe 
•* of my property; for be aflured, no confidcration 
'* on earth fhall tempt me to provide for a villain,^ 
*' or to mitigate the puntihment which providence 
*^ has in this world pronounced agrnft filial dife- 
*^ bedience. Could you abandon a father, and'yeC 
*• hope for felicity f coufd you rife up agaihft 
«• the fountain of your Being, and yet form an 
** idea of content ? The very fuppofition is a blal^ 
** phemy againfl: heaven. Make therefore a peo- 
^* per ufeof your prefent chaflifementi and rather 
'<< rgoice at it as an happinefs, than lament it as a 
*' misfortune ; fince had you efcaped the indigna- 
♦* tion of omnipotence in this world, there was 
*< but too jufl a foundation to expe£l an eternity 
^•' of torments in the next." 

HORACE BRANDON. 

This letter, which my confcience convinced 
me was what I ought to have expeded, putting 
an end to all our hopes, Mr. Villars no longer * 
kept meafures with me ; he wanted money : 
money he would have ; and even told me in 
very plain te/ms, I might that very night put 

him 
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4iiin in pollei&on of fifty guineas if I would. -« 
O, Mr. Babler, his propofal was a horrid one. 
A young Gentleman of great fortune had it feems 
praifed me to his fsyze ; and knowing perhaps his 
chara6ler, taken the liberty of -^ I cannot enter 
ante an explanation. •— You may judge. Sir, 
with what a degree of united rage and aftoniih- 
jnent, any. woman muft have heard fuch a cir- 
xumftance from the hufband of her heart* For 
my own part, though I had forfeited all pret^n- 
itons to the filial character, I was yet trembling- 
ly alive in all my other relations. I received 
•the overture therefore with the indignation it 
merited ; and Mr. Villars^ finding that neither 
4he moft foothing language of hypocrify, nor the 
moft vehement arguments of a horfewhip were 
<fufficient to alter my refolution, he privately 
decamped in a few nights after, leaving me in 
a flrange country, not only without a fix-pencey 
but over head and ears in debt, and in a fituatioa 
alfo that required the tendered circumfpediion. 
This was too much ; it brought on the pzitis 
of parturiency, and I was delivered of a boy, who 
happily for himfelf poor Orphan^ died in a few 
hours after his birth. For me I languiihed -a 
long, time in the moft deplorable circumfbnces^ 
and muft have, inevitably periibed, had it not been 
for the humanity of the company, who notwith- 
ftandtng their own diftreiles were extremely ur^- 
gent, neverthelefs ftrained a point to relieve mine ; 
and when my health was fomewbat eftablifhed 

enlifted 
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renlifted me at a full (hare, though I had never 
before appeared in any thing but Ifabella, in Che 
/innocent adultery. - 

I N this way of^Hfe, Sir, I have «ver fince con- 
ytinued not knowing how to better myfelf ; was my 
heart at eafe I might poflibly/ entertain you with 
fome very humourous Ittte narrative^. But ala«, 
Sir, remorfe is the only companion of my bofom. 
My unhappy father who did not furvivc his letter 
three days, is ever prefent to my remembrance ; 
and even Villars greatly as he is the objcft of 
abhorrence of my reafon) now and then draws a 
tear from my tenderncfs, and gives me a moment 
of diftrcfs ; he has for thefe four years been ftroll- 
ing with a company in various parts of the Ame- 
rican Plantations, and'is lately married to a wo- 
man infinitely better calculated for his purpofes 

than the 

Unfortunate Jfabella. 

Numb. LXXXIII. Saturday^ Auguft 28.. 

To ihe B A B L E R. 
SIR, 

YOUR unfortunate cdrrefpondent Mrs. Vil- 
lars, at the conclufion of her letter in your 
4aft paper^ gave an hitimation, that if her heart 

was any -way at eafe ihe could amufe the public 
with fom^ curious adventures of a ftroUing Com- 
pany; now, Sir, that your readers may not be 
<lifappoimed of fech aft entertainment, I have 

taken. 



No. gj- T H^ B A B L E R. 99 

taken the liberty to fend jrou the fattomng little 
narrative ; and drall aot, throirgb an tTl^rmefd af^ 
fcflation of modefty fey, you will confer a great 
obligation on me by giving it arr imftrediate places 

B Y fome fiich unhappy attachment asr Mrs, 
Villars, I became, about three years ago, a Mem- 
ber of a Strolling Cortipany in the weft of Ettgiand, 
and as my voice was tollerably good, n^y perfon 
not difagreeable, and my paf&on for the^ (!age not 
a little vehement, I made a very capital figure 
in all the country towns of our circuit, and ftione 
away ^very other night as a Juliet, a Mgnimia, an 
Eudofia or a Statira. To be fure it was oftea 
whimiical enough to fee a heroine of my confe- 
quetict in diftrefs for a pair of ftockings, an odd 
wffle, or a tolerable cap. Yet the novelty of the 
profeffion, and the greatnefs of my applaufe, very 
readily induced me to overlook all difficulties ; add 
to this likewife, that I pofTeiTed th^e invaluable 
fociety of the amiable vagabond who undid me, 
a circumftance of itfelf fuificient to eompenfate for j 
every other inconvenience or misfortune. 

M Y firft appearance, Mr. Babler, was in the 
charafter of Cordelia in king Lear. My hufband 
performed the part of £dgar, and our theatre, 
which was little better than a large barn, was re« % 
markably croudedagairifttbe timeofreprefentation. 
The uniirerfal approbation which I met with at 
my very entrance, gave me fpirits to go on in the 
part with tolerable propriety $ and had it not been 

for a^ umxpeGtcd accident or Cwo> the piece would 

m 
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in general have been pretty well perfonated. The 
iirft caufe of complaint was given by the lady who 
played the part of Goneril ; it feems this illuftrious 
princefs was violently afflicted with a weakne& of 
her nerves, and this unfbrtiinate diforder obliged 
her to make frequent application to a certaia 
underbred potable called gin, an additional quan- 
tity of which, as • the tin£fun of fage * was not 
then in exiftencc^ ihe generally took * to fortify 

* berfelf agmn/l the terrors of an audience* Unluckily, 
however, this medicine always difappointed Mrs. 
Torrington in it's operation ; inftead of removing 
her complaint, it conftantly encreafed her infir- 
mity, and rendered her fometimes fcarcely abl? 
to utter an articulate fyllable* This was the cafe 
the above evening; and nothing could be more 
diverting, than to fee a ftaggering princefs up- 
braiding the intemperance of her father's followers* 
The barn, I beg pardon, the houfe, was in an 
abfolute roar all the time of her performance; 
which her Majefty conceiving to be rather the fliout 
of contempt than the voice of approbation, (he 
advanced with a haughty ftep to the edge of the 
ilage, and in a language little fuited to the dig.- 
nity of her character, ftammered out, ^ That at 
.^ was no unufual thing for a woman to be over- 
< taken a little ; and that fhe waixanted many of 
^ the conceited B— chrs who were patched up in 

* the boxes, cpuld drink double the quantity Ihe 
^ had taken, and therefore need not turn away 
f their faces with fuch an air of infolence*' Whe* 

thcr 
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ther hef eiFcrrts to make this excellent ebgant ha-* 
rangue occafioned any agitation at her ftomachi 
or whether nature of itfelf was determined to 
throw off the load with which it was oppreft^ 
is not my bufinefs to determine; but to thre 
cverlafting ftain of the drama I am obliged t6 
acknowledge, that her oration was not half a 
minute pronounced, before it was attended with 
fuch a difagreeable difcharge upon the two fid« 
lers,' who compofed our entire band of mudc, as 
reduced them ta the neceffity of making a pre- 
cipitate retreat; and made it abfolutely propet 
for two lords, a candle fnufFer and journeyman 
barber, to carry off the queen by force, to her oWti 
apartment. 

The conftifion occafioneJ by this unlucky 
accident was :juft beginning to be removed, wheti 
a frefh affair arofe that excited, if poffible, a ftill 
ftronger laugh of ridicule from the audience. Mr. 
Grandifon, (forall our ftrolling players are very 
fond of founding names) who performed tht 
part ofGlofier^ and was reckoned one of the beft 
ftudies iti the company, depending too-mudi updil 
the goodnefs of his memory, found himfelf at a 
dead ftand in the moft edential part of bis chai* 
rafter. Till his eyes were put out no man Could 
be more perfcft; but this melancholy fentence had 
no fooner taken place, than he was obliged to 
beg permiflion to read the remainder of his cha^ 
tTL&tty and not eafily finding this remarkable line, 

Ataiythctotfto eyes. 
V o L. II. F there 
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thefre wai no retraining the merriment of our 
auditors ; a thoufand jokes were incelTantly crack- 
ed upon every one who appeared, fo that we were 
fairly obliged to drop the curtain in the middle 
of the fourth z£k ; and forced to fpin out the even* 
ing's entertainment with the Mock DoSor, Mr. 
Pope's prologue to Cato, and a double hornpipe. 

T H E R E are a number of infatuated young 
people, Mr. Babler, who becaufe they fee what 
an eafy appearance the performers of the London 
Theatres generally make, are idle enough to fup- 
pofe that the very meaneft ftages of an itinerant 
ador muft afford at leaft a toller^ble maintenance. 
But alas, Sir, abftrafied from the continual con- 
tempts to which the profefEon is liable, there is not 
a more miferable way of getting bread in the uni- 
verfe; I have many nights played Califta for .two- 
pence halfpenny ; and fomeiimes after exhaufting 
my fpirits perhaps as a'Tragedy Queen for a whole 
night together, have returned home to a wretched 
little room in an alehoufe, and there, without 
having a morfel for my fupper, been obliged to 
buck up my only (hift in the wa(h-hand bafpn, 
and to get a part of twenty lengths by heart againft 
the next night of performance. 

I N all thefe mortifying (cenes the wretched 
itinerants are under a neceifity of afiuming a con- 
tented afpe^, and putting on an air of the utmoft 
life, when perhaps they arc abfolutely perifhing for 
bread. Force^ in the decay of bufinefs to beg a 
Htcle credit from chandlers-fhops or alehoufes, 

they 
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they are continually fubjed): to infults from the 
meaneft members of the community ; and even if 
matters anfvver their ampleft expedations, the def- 
picable fhifts which they muft try to make a be- 
nefit, are infupportable to any mind which retains 
the leaft trace of fpirit or fenfibility. As forlhe 
men they muft court an acquaintance with the 
loweft journeyman artizan, and fpend their time 
in the moft dreadful of all employments, ^he 
amufement of underbred ignorance and brutality: 
as for the women, they muft patiently hear the 
pert follicitations of the verieft little prentice of 
a country town ; and fubmit to the infamy of an 
imaginary proftitution, even where they have vir* 
tue enough to avoid the reality. Let your young 
readers, Mr. Babler, ferioufly think on thefe cir- 
cumftances, and then I hope few, efpecially of 
the fofter fex, will ever think of embracing fo 
defpicable an employment* I am. Sir, 5cc. 

Maria Osbaldiston. 



Numb. LXXXIV, Saturday^ September 4. 

T T is a privilege with the greateft number of 
thofe people who entertain a high notion of 
th^ir own wit, to rail for-ever at the only inllitu- 
lion upon which the happinefs of all Society is 
founded ; and to pour out an incelTant torrent of 
ridicule upon poor matrimony, though they owe 
their own exiftence to the eftablifliment of that 

F 2 facred 
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facred' ordinance. The motive indeed which the 
generality of our Libertines affign for this averfion 
to marriage is, that the rite is a reftraint upon all 
their other enjoyments, and that the moment a 
man devotes bimfelf to one woman, that moment 
he is obliged not only to aker the former tenor of 
bis condu^ but to put up with every petulance 
of the lady's temper, however unreafonable (he 
may be in her re<juefts, or however arbritary £he 
may be in the exercife of her authority. 

For n^y own part, though I have hitherto 
continued an old batchelor,' I have yet feen but 
few woqoen who rule with an improper authority, 
over their buibands ; nor can I entertain any high, 
xtption^ of the man's underftanding, who once 
makes it a doubt whether or no he fiiould be able 
to maintain that coniiubial pre-eminence in bis 
own. family, which he receives from the hand of 
reafon and the cuftom of his country. If he pof- 
fefies but a dawn o£ {enfe, the ojojcA of his choice 
will be fuch as can give him no caufe to appre* 
hend any turbulence of dlfpoficion; and if he pof^ 
fl^fles but a dawn of fpirit, he will always have it in 
his power to prevent any difagreeable exertion of 
it) even in cafe he fhould be unhappily deceived. 

The pleafanteft argument of . all, however, 
is the neceffity which a married man is under 
of forfaking all thofe enjoyments, which while 
he was a batchelor created the principal part of 
his felicity. Yet furcly if thofe enjoyments are 
repugnant to reafon> the fooner he foriakes tbem 

the 
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the better, fince It Aever can 1)e too 'early i period to 
regain the paths of diicretion and Vi^tu^ ; and if 
they are hot oppofite to the didates of prudend^, 
he muft be a very pufillaniihoas fello^ indeecty 
who could once dreftm of giving; rfi'efti ti^. Ih 
fa6tj thofe n^en are always fcjir finding fault ivith 
the pbor women, wh6 are cbhfcious^f imperfec- 
tions in theitt reives ; whereds 'men oT fcnfe bcirfg 
^eteftftinfed ^o pfbfcecd oh a rational plan, ztt con- 
-ftantly defirbils bf doFng juftice to iht merit of the 
ladies, aftdiifeverprfepofterotifly fuppofe that fliey atie 
ttelflStCitt; cither bf benevolence or trnderftanding, 

Ti4 IB gerfci'jl rtfA of our Libfertihcs, though 
%li4iy ere t)f&ch'lbT> fenfible and tnuch too fpirited 
to put tilp ^ith any iftipropri€ty in thfe behaviour 
of a worthy W^sman, neverlfbelers fuBiiiit with the 
f^feateft che^VfUliSefs imaginable to any treatment 
which a wortidnof the Town thinks proper to give 
ihem, and blefs their ftars with a kind of rapture 
that they are not hujfbands : -^ This is in plain 
Englifb, thcfy rejoice that they atre not obliged b^ 
the laws of tfherr cckintry to bear a merited reproach 
from the Kp^ of a deferving wife, though the 
narrownefs of therr minds and the bafenefs df 
their fpiritis, can induce them fo readily to put up 
with Ae mbft impudent airs of a def^sic^ble ftrutii- 
pet, and to crouch with an infkm'oxi^ feifVility at 
'her feet. 

Sam. S<i0ANl>BRi6a melancholy proof 6f 
this alfertion : Sam at the dge of twenty came 
Into an affluent foittine, attd huiiched into all the 

F 3^ licentioua 
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licentious diffipations which generally captivate 
young men of opulent circumftances. Fearful 
that his pleafures, if folly and vice may be called 
pfeafures, would be manacled by the filken bands 
of wedlock, he declared himfelf an early enemy 
to marriage, and has continued to this hour, when 
he is near as old a fellow as myfeif, without even 
wiOiing to tafte the fweets of a domeftic felicity. 
Yet though averfe to an honourable [connexion 
with the fex, he could not exift without fome fe- 
minine attachment ; attentive therefore to the 
mere gratifications of fenfe, he fingled out a fa« 
vourite nymph from the purlieus of Drury-lane, 
took her publicly to his houfe, and has cohabited 
with her now above thirty years. ^ more un^ 
governable tennagant probably never lived j yet 
Sam is quite happy he is not married. $he has 
more than once been detedlqd in an amour with 
his footmen ;^ but what of that* Sam put it up, 
fhe was not his. wife. If fhe throws a glafs at 
his head, which 1^ fometimes the cafe, or confines 
film vvithin doors for a fortnight, it is no matter, 
Sam> is flill happy, and laughs at any of hisi ac- 
qiiaintance who go home at twelve oVlock, for 
fear of making their wives uneafy, by a longer 
abfence from their families^ One thing indeed 
makes him miferable, he has two fonsby this in- 
famous woman, of whom he is paffionately fond, 
and the refiexionr that his eftate mufl go into ano- 
ther line for want of a ligitimate offspring, is a 
circumftance which renders htm conilantly unhap- 
py* 
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py, , even in his fortunate ftate of batchelorftiip : 
fo that I believe if the truth were known, Sam is 
fecretly of opinion with me, that a good ^ife 
is the firft of all the human felicities; and that 
the greateft of all fools is he who puts up with 
the numberlefs vices of a profligate woman, through 
a fear of meeting fome natural imperfections in a 
'woman of intrinfic merit and charader. 

II II - 11 ,....■ .1 I. - .11 ...ii j — .11 ■ .» 

• - . 

-N U M B. LXXXV, Saturday^ Septmber ir. 

^M^— ^— — Am^— i^»i— «Mi— — »— — ■ ■— .IK— —».——— ——^I—— M^—^M^—' 

t^ the B A B L E R. 

SIR, 

^T^ H E ingenious Mr. Percy in the preface to 
**' his edition of old ballads, declares it as his 
opinion, that nothing indicates the nature of the 
times more ftrongly than the compofition of thofe 
ibngs which are in every body's mouth. Should 
what he advances upon this occafion be generally 
allowed, I am very much afraid that the prefent 
4mm domim would come in for a very defpicable 
fort of a charader. Our ballads for the principal 
part being fo flimfy in their compofition, and fb 
dangerous in their end, that very few of them 
are fit to be taken up by any perfon either of deli- 
cacy or underflanding« 

' Ik the infancy of Englifh poefy, though the 
verjificatton of our bards was naturally rough and 
inharmonious^ ftill the elevation of fentiment, 
and morality of defign which breathed through all 

F 4 theit 
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their compofitions, rendered them always paflable, 
and frequently ent^taining and in&Tu6kive. But 
in thefe politer timek when every man is either a 
critic or a poet, fentiment' and defign are equally 
dUfregarded : fo a little fmoothnefs in the numbers, 
and a little chaftity in the rhimes are attended to, 
we never once trouble our heads about entertain- 
ment or in({ru£Uon ; but go on through thirty or 
forty lines of lufcious indpidity with the moft 
perfe£l compofure, as if the lyric walk x>f poetry 
was invented merely to ftupify our feelings or to 
corr u pt our principles* 

The only fubje£ld upon which our modern 
lyric poets ever think of exerting their talents 
are love and wir>e* When the flringer up of a 
love-foDg condefcends to take the pen, he telfs 
4is that youBg Colin met with Chloe one May 
morning in the grove, and that there he prefled 
her to be very naughty, and offered her a bit of 
ribband as a reward for fubmitting to his infamous 
follicitatioos, but that the good girl not cboofing 
to proftttute berfelf for fuch a trifle, Colin is fo 
ftruck with the dignity of her victue, that he mar- 
ries her at once ; and the deKcata ]io^»g virgin 
thinks it the greateift bappipefe ui the worlds tp he 
the wifiP of a rafcal who w^nifJ to ruin her peace 
^nd blaft her reputation. 
' If a modern ballad- writer in^^ed want^ to be 
imeomoK>nly arch and humonxus, he goes a difi- 
rent way to work ; h» tells us that Udiflc Will the 

ploughman having long had a paiBoa for KelU 

the 
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the dairy-maid, he way-lays the girl ay ihe is goin]g 
to milk her cows-, and finding that there i» no 
poffibility of arguing her out of her virtue, h9 
feizes that by force which flie refufes to grant 
through favour, and very fairly ravifiied her. Nell^ 
who all her life before had been a girl of principle^ 
inftead of harbouring the Icafl^refefttment againft 
the villain for fo infamous an oarage, burfls iht6 
a bud fit of laughing, acquaints him that ail her 
former pretentions to virtue wdie' nothing moi'e 
than the refult of affedlatiod;' arid invites- hiai 
with all the confidence of habitual proftibitiori, t9 
a repetition of their guilty intefcourfe. The nior^ 
bare-faced the indecency the more humorous we 
reckon the compofition } and the prudent maiiTil 
teaches it to her infant daughter, aifkd infletm'es the 
opening imagination with the earlieft defcripttoht 
of that glowing conne£^on of the fi^es, which \ik 
a little time 19 but too likely to endang^i^ both hcflr 
happinefs and her character. 
. Th£ gentlemenv however, who^celebraft^ tfie 
virtues of the grapes go flill fal^ther* ihnn tbe> prd* 
feiled votaries^ of cupid : with all' the ftu^miity of 
the love-fong writers, they incukatlEr a^ greater 
fbare of immorality, and advife us no lefs t& thd 
utmoft brinalities of intoxicattodf than to the ut- 
moil exceffes' of a }ibidrnou9 fenibxitty* Thej^ 
t«acb us to think that the joys of futurity are in* 
finitdy unequal to the profhgaGiesr of the flew, and 
that we are raifed into fomethiiig^ eqaai with the 

F S Deity 
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Deity, when we have debafed ourfelves confider- 
ably lower than men. 

It may perhaps be remarked on this occaftony 
that the fong is much too inconfiderabl^ a fpecies 
of poetry to poflefs either entertainment or inftruc- 
tion, and that if it affords our muftcians an op- 
portunity of exerting the force of found, it is all 
that can be reafonably expedled. With the greateft 
deference, however, to the opinion of fuch accurate 
critics as may argue in this manner, I fhall only 
obferve, that if this fpecies of poetry is capable of 
being perverted to the purpofes of vice, it is alfo 
capable of being turned to the interefts of virtue« 
It does not follow becaufe a poem is fet to mufic 
that it fhould be deftitute of decency or fentiment. 
Thofe facred compoiitions which we fing in hon* 
our of the Deity however execrably we have ken 
them verfified, are neverthelefs fraught with in- 
ftruSion, and it is that inftru£iion only which in 
their prefent miferable drefs has rendered them 
any way toUerable. Of confequence therefore if 
a little good fenfe in our hymns does not difgrace 
the importance of the fubjeft, it cannot poffibly 
lefTen thofe inferior productions which we com- 
pofe for the bufinefs of focial enjoyment and friend* 
ly feftivity. 

Inco'nsidsr|ab^£ as the compoiition of a 
fong may feem upon it's firft appearance, never- 
thelefs when we reiled, that of all the different 
kinds of poetry it is what is moft generally in our 
mouths^^apd confequehtly^ what is moft familiar ta> 

our 
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our recolIeAton^ a man of any fenfe or benevo«^ 
lence cannot, but regret to find it fo generally 
proftituted te the purpofes of folly or vice. The 
elegance of an air can by no means deftroy 
the profligacy of a fcandalous fentiment* Mufie 
on the contrary is well known to give an additi- 
onal energy to language, and many a young lady 
by habituating berfelf to bear the iniiduous ad« 
drefies of a defigning lover in. verfe, has been 
brought to countenance the moft immediate applr* 
cations of palpable profe ; and led at kft into an 
efteeni of thofe principles by a fong, which would 
have (hocked her to the laft degree had they beea 
firft of all communicated in common converfation* 
For thefe re^fons therefore, I wi/h to fee the 
lyric fpecies of compofition refcued from con- 
tempt, efpecially fince it is a mortification t9 
every gentleman of mufical abilities, to be under 
a neceffity of giving fuch an embellifliment to the 
produ£Uon9 of vice or ftupidity, asmuft not on^ 
ly greatly difgnft his own good ienfe, but mate-* 
rially injure the morals of the public. ' , 

I am^ Sir, &c. 

CRIXO. 

Numb. LXXXVI. Saturday y September li. 

• » ' . ' 

IT" has been joiftFy obferved by a veryfenfible 
writer, th^t there is^ nothing in the world 
which- pofTefics- more- humility tbai^ prid^ ^ and no-^ 

F 6 Ijhing 
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tliiiig. ybiQtv mjyceft us to m^kt oioie unneceflkiy 
90iic«^n5 to Qtkcr peoph?, thaa a defire of en-^ 
lumcing the importance oCpurf^Ives. This vanity 
lesds us into a tboufand abfurditios^ and noi fi^l<* 
dom into a number of vices ; to expoiV it therefore 
Hull be the bufinefs of the prefane paper, and if 
I can make but one reader a littte aftamcd of his 
low-minded exaltation, I iball do more eilential 
iervice than iCI hademployedihalf a cetitttry in the 
more elegant purpofcs of that deKcate amufeinent^ 
where fober inftruAron is facrificed to a prettinefii 
of ftile, and the imagination kept perpetually alive 
at the total expence of the underftanding. 
. My nephew, Harry Rattle, called upon me 
yefterday, and told me, if I would pafs the even- 
ing, with him at the Cardigan Head, he did not 
doubt but what I- fiiould meet with a fufficient 
fubje£t for a paper or two, as he was. engaged in 
a p^rty where tl^ere were to be fome extraordinarji 
cbaraders. Having nothing very material on my 
handsy I afiented to his propofal, and calling -upon 
him about feven o'clock in a hacknsey coach, we 
went together to the tavern, where all his friends 
were already aflembled, and good naturedly la- 
menting the want of his company. 

The firft perfon who attraSed my obfervation 
was a young fellow of about thirty^ dreft in regi? 
^mentals,, whom I found to he a Captain of Dra- 
goons, and who, it feems, had raifed himfelf 
from the humble fiatioa of a quarter mader to the 
command of a troop> merely by the bravery of his^ 

behaviour 
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behaviour w die celebrated battle of Minden. I 
had not been in company many minutes before % 
fawr this geAtlemaix entertained the hjgheft notion^ 
imaginable of his own importance : when he fpoke 
It was "with an air of vifible fuperiority ; he af- 
fumed a dignity of Iook» and an indifference of 
accent, as if he conferred a prodigious favour in 
in every fyllable he uttered ; and took care to 
look no opportunity of informing us what a num- 
ber of the firft nobility be had the honour of 
ranking amongft his moft intimate acquaintance* 
If any body differed from his opinion, he had 
canvafled tjic point with lord fuch a thing, but 
the day before ; and as to fecrets of a political 
nature, no man in the kingdom knew more of 
the moft private tranfaftions of government* He 
had called upon a certain Earl in the morning, who 
let him into fome matters of the firfl confequence ^ 
and dined with a noble Duke, who afTured him^ 
that there would be no change whatfoever in the 
miniftry. In {hort,.let the converfation t4irn upprf 
what.it WQuld, he bore down all oppofition with 
foqne right honourable friend of his s and thought 
it an unacjcountable prefumption, in any perfon 
who did not allow a nobleman's name to hav^ 
tnore weight than an ab(blute matter of fa.£l ij^ 
an argument. 

When Harry and I were returning home, h^ 
gave me the Captain's hifiory in nearly the folr 
lowing words. ** The Captain, fays4ie, thoug|> 
*^ an hcuieft anda brave man at bottom^ is neven* 

«« thekfe 
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• * . - . 

** thdefs AiGh- a compound of arrogance and fer* 
** vility, that I am often at a lofs to know which 
•^ he moft defervcs, our refentment or.our contempt. 
** Originally bred in obfcurity, he conceives a fort 
** of adoration for every man with a title^; and to 
^^be admitted into, the company of a Lord» is, 
•* mean enough to put np with all the infolence 
•* of corona ed pride, and even floops to run on 
*« the moft pitiful errands, for the fatisfaflion of 
** being reckoned amongthenumber of it's acquaint* 
«* tance. Yet this afliduity to oblige the great is 
•* not fufEcient to preferve him even from their 
•* ridicule j they fee from what trivial motive his 
•* attachment arifes, and treat him with more dif^ 
" refpeft than thelowcft of their footmen, becaufe 
•* they know his pride will not fufFer him, on any 
«' account, to difcontinue.his attendance. Thus 
** his vanity defeats it's own purpofes — Inftead of 
•* encreafing his confequence, it renders him ut- 
^^ terly defpicable, and makes him no lefs a jeft 
** to his fuperiors, than to thofe who are merely 
«« on a footing with himfelf..*' 

" That little man of whom you took notice of 
<^ in black ("continued HarryJ is alfb a dupeto his 
«< own vanity, but that vanity is intirely of a dif^ 
*^ ferent fort ; he wants to pafs upon the world 
** as a man of prodigious underftanding i and to 
^^ gain this important end, he is continually com- 
** mcnciiig an acquamtance with every author 
**' of reputation to whom be can' get introduced^, 
f ^ from' a ftrange fuppofitfoh that his friends will 

** cncreafc 
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** encreafe their eftimation of his abilities, itt 
** proportion to the intimacy of fuch a coa- 
•« nefiion. It is incredible to think with what a* 
*^ humility of deference he courts a man of let* 
*' ters on this account. He praifes him to the 
*^ (kies in all companies, amd repeats a poem with 
" the moft fulfome adulation, even before the 
•' face of the very author. , An opinion of his 

** Dwn he never pretends to ; nor does he once 

» 

^* prefume to have a will in the. moft trifling, 
** tranftflion — Pinning his faith entirely cn^ 
the fleeves oP his literary direftors, he fquares 
his religious principles by the writings of his 
** theological friends j and regulates what con- 
••cerns his health, by the productions of fiis phy-i 
•' fical acquaintance. His tafie he conforms to 
«« the ftandard which is fet up by the profeflbrs 
•* of Belle Lettres — And let that ftandard be ne- 
** ver fo abfurd, he adopts it for fear of being 
•• difcarded for the infolence of a diflent. Indeed 
•* this complaifance often involves him in no 
** trifling difliculties ; for if two of the literati 
** fliould happen to difagree, he is puzzled how 
«* to aft ; if he takes part with one, he is fure 
« of deftroying himfelf in the eftimation of the 
** other, and itx is no eafy circumftance in fuch 
«• a cafe to conciliate the good opinion of both* 
*• I once knew (proceeded Harry) when two 
«< dodtors of his acquaintance were called in to 
** attend him in a fit of the gout — Eachpropofed . 
«* a diflTcrent method of treating his cafe, and 

• *' neither. 



112 T H K B A B L E R. No. 87, 

^* neither would fubmit to the arguments of his 
^^ Competitor. In this dilemma he refglved te^ 
** comply with the prefciptions of both ; therefore,» 
*^ lapping up his feet in a rye poultice^ according^ 
*^ to the advice of one, he took an elixer whicb^ 
*^ was recommended to him by the other, and 
<^ was very near being carried off by the injudi*- 
^* cious application of fuch oppofite medicines. 
•* This, however, is. not all— His confcience, like 
** his health, is facrificed to the mandate of the 
•* theologift in company. Hence he is by turns 
^< a Proteftant and a DiiTenter > if there happens. 
*^ to be more than one feft, he is a jumble of 
**each;. and fometimes, with a party of Frec- 
*' thinkers, he has no religion at all." Fron* 
thefe little anecdotes (concluded Harry) we may^. 
cafily fee that nothing is fo fure of rendering us* 
Contemptible, as a ridiculous vanity of ftealing ^ 
reputation from the confequence of others, efpeci- 
ally wherea. goodnefs of heart, and an attention to 
the fentiments of modeft plain fenfe, are fo certain 
of building . up the nobleft character for our(elves.> 

N u M 0. LXXXVIi. Saturday^ Septmbef 25. 

\ 

AS there, are none of my readers for whofe 
. happinefs I am more folicicous than the 
I younger part of my female purchafers^ I mu& 
now and then- be excufed, if I fbould write a p2^ 
per wholly for their infirudions cut off from 

tba( 
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that general intercourfe with the world, which 
the other fex to univerfally enjoy, they ftand in« 
finitely more in need of advice, and endued with 
«in infinitely greater (hare of fenfibility, they are 
more liicely to retain it than the men, who loolb 
upon the finer feelings 33 a kind of difgrace to- 
their fpirit, and imagine that the leaft regard to 
the fentimients of any body dfe ts, the greateft 
iniult that ean poffibly be offered to their ownr 
underftandings. 

I T ia with no little indignation, that I fre- 
ffuently bear the capacity of the ladies ridiculed 
by the wits of the other fex ; and even find that 
the graveft of our modem writers look upon an 
enlarge^ educatioR, rather as a prejudice than 
benefit to the nieft beautiful part of the hmnan 
rreatiion*; Air my own part, I ean by no means 
fee how iculiivaKtnfg the imnd can be in tbe leaft 
jNrejudietal «• Hbe mor^tsi nor dffcever how z 
woman can be rendered more unfit for the man^ 
agement of a family, by ac<fiiiring an additional 
fliarex^f knowledge and difcretion. I readily grants 
that a finnale pedant is of all pedants the moft 
intderafak*, and tiiat nothing is fo likely to di(^ 
turb the judgment as a fiiperficial acquaintance^ 
rither with the languages or the fciences ; but 
a progreffive and we^ll grounded inftru£Hon rn the 
ufefiii parts of Ikeralure muft always be produc- 
tive of benefit, and mtift always give an equal 
enoreafe of imdforftanding to either of the fexes. 

Notwithstanding 
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Notwithstanding this declaration how- 
eveir, there is one branch of education, which 
even the wits themfelves. think the ladies cianHot 
attain too early, that I wilh with all my heart 
was delayed till they arrive at years of difcre- 
tion, and began to form notions of the world 
with fome little degree of propriety. I the more 
readily expreis this wifh, becaufe the protra<Slioii 
of the branch I allude to, can by no means be 
prejudicial, either to their intereft, their morals^ 
or their ' capacitie;^. 'The part of education 
which I am here fo defirous of keeping a con-* 
fiderable time from the ladies, is nothing more 
than the knowledge of writing : I do ^ot know 
that a young woman has a greater enemy in the 
world than an ink-ftand, and many a parent who 
boafts of th^ rapidity with which bis daughter 
now improves in the lart of writing, may in a 
year or two have a very lamentable motive for 
t¥i{hing that fhe never learned to write at all. 

A YOUNG woman now-a-days, let her be 
never fo homely, fcarcely reaches her fifteenth 
or fixteenth year, but what fome body takes 
an opportunity of pouring the fafcinating lan- 
guage of adulation into her ^ar ; and it rarely 
happens that this fomebody is the perfon, ,who 
if a treaty of marriage was propofed, would meet 
with the approbation of her family : naturally 
credulous at fo early a period, the moft diftant 
compliment is adually fet down as a pofltive 
declaration, and the man is exalted into a /rft 

lovi 
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bviy as it is called, for behaving with little more 
perhaps than an ordinary (hare of civility : the 
confequence therefore generally is that an amour 
enfues, and the place of perfonal interviews is 
fupplied by a* literary correfpondence ; Mifs, while 
her doating relations fuppofe that (he is reading 
fome pious meditation, is moft devoutly em- 
ployed in the compofition of darts and daggers 
to her Strephon : and fetting her imagination on 
fire with the thoughts of a hu(band, when her • 
infatuated father believes that her very motion 
to ufe the language of the poet, blu/bes at itftl/^ 
and is certain, that (he would fink into the earth, 
if a man was to look her in the face with any 
extraordinary degree of 'fteadihefs. A girl at fix- 
teen is moftcommonly as defirous of being thought 
a woman, as when a woman of forty, wifliei 
.to be a girl of fixteen. Attentive to nothing) but 
the impulfe either of her paffion or her vanity^ 
tht dfar crgaiure of ^2i man probably receives half 
a dozen letters a day, till nis vanity blazes the 
matter; about, and'her deluded parents find their 
lovely little innocent has very vehement defirca 
under • all that fpetious veil of fimplicity ; and 
burns for the poBe&cn of a bed-fellow, notwith* 
(landing all her terrors^ if a man but accidently* 
comes into her company. 

I N reality a woman of this country has very" 
few occafions for t^c art of writing, but to carry 
on a literary correfpondence ; and this correfpon- 
dence is alwajrs begUn (b very early, and direfted 

fo^ 
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db rery injudicioufly, that it is g^crally unhappy 
in the end. A woman can have no occafion to 
iieme^ndend with a lover, Who meets the appro- 
bsLthn of ber famiiy, «nd nothing can be mK>f^ 

imprudent or dangerdm than to con-efpond with 

« man who does not ; but befides the imprudence 

and the danger of writing to young fdtows, thtet^^e 

fS a difgrace always attending ibch acirctfmftancet» 

wbich I am furprized does not more freqWntly 

^eter a lady from committing the indiftr^tibH* 

The men, howtver, juft in their ^ngag«tf)f«MSB 

With one another, aretnt»ftt»«)&idtily iinjuft Ih 

dieir connexion witfh <die Ct\m fex | ^bt gtoiy 

•f being cfteemed by jfin UmiaUe WMNtn is too 

iBuch to be coBoealed ; a bofcm friend muft bt 

trufted widi ftie impoftant ibcrc^l and thiis bo^- 

fem friend has its confidant, ^kh whom k muft 

of cottife be dcpofited } k that while the ut^fuf- 

pe4Slin]g hir one betievea her feputation is care« 

fully locked up hi tbe bofMi of iitt adorer, fte 

is the general fuli^e£l of <?ofiverfation with fifty 

other fellows, and is proiligsttly jefted with peN 

Imps in half the taverns of the kingdom. Many 

ft fenfible woman when ihe has reached two or 

three and twenty, has bluihed for her epiftles of 

fixteen; and fickened when flie has married a 

man of intrinfic worth, at the bare recoUedion of 

the power which fome rafcal may poffibly poflefs 

of expofing the weaknefs of her earlier years. 

For thefe reafons therefore, I cannot but think 

that a ba% introdudioft of a girl to paper and 

pens, 
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pens, is as injudicious a meafure as a parent can . 
fall into. She can at any time get a mefienger 
to carry a letter, when fear or fhame will prevent 
her from applying to any perfon to write one ; if 
therefore parents would be a little- more attentwe 
in teaching their daughters to read and fpell with 
propriety, than anxious about the good nefs of 
their hand-writing, they would improve their mind» 
confiderably more, and keep them from a number 
of temptations -which often prove too powerful 
both for their pride and their virtue. 

■I I II I III II ■ , 11 i i 

Numb. LXXXVIII. Saturday, OSIober 2. 

TH £R E is no fuppofition more abfard, than, 
that which is generally made by the world' 
io favour of learned men ; a profound fcholar, we. 
imagine, muft of courfe be a perfon of t nccmmon* 
wifdom ; and the more his head is fraught with 
Vinnecefl^ry knowledge, the m^re we encreafe in> 
our veneration of his abilities. Learning however 
is a thing widely different from wifdom ; a man- 
may be deeply verfed in ajl the myfteries of a 
claffical erudition, and yet at the fame time fcarcely- 
pofiefs a grain of common underftanding \ ivhereas 
on the contrary, he may. be m after of an excel- 
lent judgment without knowing a Angle fy liable* 
of Greek or Hebrew ; and be* able to manage the. 
moft intricate ^>oncern, though he has never fttn 
fo mudi as thfe-eigbcbttmble' pan9 of fpeech Jit' 

LUly 
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Lilly or Whettenal. That knowledge irr fadt is 
moft ufeful, which is bed calculated to carry us 
through the world with eafe and reputation ; and 
as learning itfelf was inftituted for no other pur« 
pofes, we muft allow that it fails of attaining 
it's moft falutary views where it is merely em- 
ployed in the vain purfuits of a ridiculous parade^ 
or an idle fpeculation. 

Indeed if there was no. commerce whatfo- 
ever to be carried on between mankind, and if 
there was no neceffity for the fcholars of an academy 
ever to make an cfTay on the great ftage of life in 
the parts of men, it might be right enough to 
breed our children up in a total ignorance of all 
worldly affairs ; but when, as I have juft hinted, 
it is with the profefied intention of enabling them 
to appear with a jtollerable grace in this important 
theatre, that we give them an education, nothing 
furely.can.be more prepofterous, than to employ 
them entirely in thofe ftudies which render fuch 
an appearance additionally difficult, and give them 
rather a difguft than an inclination to put on their 
refpe£tive chara^S^ers. 

These reflexions I have been Infenfibly led 
into by recollecting fome anecdotes of my poor 
friend Dick Thornhill, of St- John's in the Uni- 
verfity of Cambridge. Dick being in pofTeffion 
of a very pretty fortune, ufed to confole himfelf 
prodigioufly whenever he heard any 'body talk 
about, the ftocks, that none of his money was 
employed in the bufin^fs of Government He 

imaginedi 
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imagined, that in proportion to the encreafe of. 
thefe political barometers, the burden of the fub- 
je6is were encreafed ; and believed, that infl?ead of 
receiving fo much per cent for the ufe of his pro- 
perty ,he adually paid fo much for having it pro* 
te£led. In this fenfible manner he flill continues 
to go on, and laughs very heartily at the fools, as 
he calls them, who wantonly throw away fuch 
prodigious fums of m6ney, merely that others may 
take care of thofe affairs, which he fays, they can 
manage fo very eafily themfelves. 

I WAS Handing a few days ago at the (hop 
of a fecond-hand bookfeller in a populous part 
of this metropolis, where I often meet with an 
odd volume of fome antiquated author, and have 
fometimes the pleafure of feeing my own works 
rufting in all the peaceable dulnefs of the moft 
perfect obfcurity : The bookfeller, .agreeable to 
the pfz&icc of his trade, has his various old vo* 
lumes clafTed into different arrangements, and at 
the head of each the price is affixed, to avoid 
being peftered with the queftions of occafional 
purchafers. My old friend Dick happening acci- 
dentally to come up — he made a full ftand, and be- 
ing llruck with the appearance of a thick adavo 
which lay under the fourpenny catalogue, he a(ked 
the man if he would take a (hilling for.that book, 
to which the confcientious (hopkeeper anfwering 
in the affirmative, he marchdd off with att air 
of vifible fatisfa£iion, and I fuppofe thought he had 
met with a very tolerable bargain. 

Thk 
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The pleafanteft ftory however, which I have 
heard for a long time of my old friend, was one 
which was mentioned to me yefterday evening at 
the coiFee-houfe ; Dick it feems the day before 
was going through Clare-market, where, accident 
tally ftruck with the fight of a nice ihoulder of 
lamb, a joint of which he is particularly fond, he 
afked a good woman to whom it belonged, what 
was the price of it, (be anfwered ftx groats; 
^^ (ix groats (rerurned Dick a little peevifhly,) 
^^ do you imagine, midrefs, that people pick up 
^^ their money in the ftreets ? fix groats indeed! 
'^ atone word I willjgive you half a crown for it; " 
well. Sir, (replied the woman) I will not haggle 
with a cuffomer ; fo taking the half crown, flie 
tofled the lamb into a ba(ket, and fent it to Dick's. 
lodgings, who plumed himfelf not a little upon 
his addrefs as a mirket-man. Mr. Thornhill,. 
notwithftanding all this, is a very excellent fcholar, 
few young fellows ever left the Univerfity with 
greater credit than himfelf. Butunhapply poring 
over the cuftoms of Greece and Kome, when he 
ought to have made fome little acquaintance with 
the manners of his own country, he is as much a 
firanger to the common tranfadlions of life, as if 
he had been bred up to the prefent moment in a 
wildemefs ! and was now let loofe upon the world 
for the mere entertainment of fociety. Unable to 
converfe with any company but thofe who, like 
himfelf^ are elevated on the aukward ftilts of a 
merely claffical educatioii, be de^ifes^ every bodjr 

who 
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¥fho is not a proficient in the dead langaagesj 
a^d in return, meets with nothing t>ut the g^qerak 
averfion of the people whom he treats with this 
general contempt. Upon the whole, his very beift 
friends pity hh total ignorance oF the world, and 
lament that' fo honefl: a fellow as he .is in the 
'main, fliould he fuch a torment to himfelf, fuch 
a trouhle to every body elfe, arid fuch a uielets 
member of fociety. In fhort, if it were pol&bl/e 
for bim^to change all bis learning for t!he expert* 
cnce of the barber's boy who attends bim, the^ 
think he would be a confiderable gainer by the 
bargain ; though this poor fellow is, the conftant 
obje£l of his ridicule, and one of the people whom 
he inceflantly bandies about with figpificant Jert- 
tences of Greek and La^in from-fbnj^ ^9f Jiis^ fa- 
vourite authors* 

Numb* LKXXIX. SatwdAfj ^d^obe^^i - 

WALKING in the .park a few niorDiag54go 
with my nephfew Harry, a gentleman of a 
very prepoflifling appearancSe came up, aadjftukii)g 
Harry with the utnaoft C9i:diality by the haQjd^4ijt- 
fifted upon his going to dine' with him, with .a 
friendly fort of peremptorinisfs^ -and in a xnzmi^r 
extremely polite, begged the favour of my caBipafly. 
As I found Harry apceptcd the invitation readily, 
I bowed myaflenttQ it likewifc, ^nd after taking 
a turn or two more, we fet out for the gentle- 
Vol. II. - G man's 
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man's houfe, in the neighbourhood of Great 
George-fireet, and amufed ourfelves in his library, 
which was judicioufly furnifhed, till the fummons 
arrived for dinner, about four o'clock. We were 
then conducted to an elegant dining room, where 
we found an excellent family dinner, and where I 
had the honour of being introduced to a mod ami- 
able young lady, whom I took to be the fifler of 
our hoft, but who, upon an enquiry, I found to 
be unhappily no lefs than his daughter. 

I SAY unhappily no lefs than his daughter, 

becaufe I am pefecStly of opinion with the late 

excellent Mr. Richardfon, that a gay young ftU 

low of eight or nine and thirty, is a very impro* 

' per perfon to be the father of a young woman of 

"eighteen or nineteen. Full of life and levity him- 

felf, he is unable to pay a proper attention to the 

felicity of his child j and if he chances to be a man 

«f the towny like my nephew's friend , he treats 

her in a manner that muft either excite her conti- 

..nual deteftation, ordeftrby that purity of principle, 

which only can lay a folid foundation for the eftab* 

lifhment of her future happinefs and reputation. 

Mr. Medlicoat, the gentleman with whom 
we dined, piques himfelf, as he is fo juvenile a 
' father to fo grown a young lady, upon behaving 
to her as if ihe was no relation whatfoever, and 
is never fo happy as when a ftranger at any pub- 
lic place, feems to take him for one of her admir- 
ers : during the time of dinner, he enjoyed my mif- 
conception exceflivelyt and heard roc once or 

. twice 



No, 89. The B ABLER. 123 

* 

twice fay his ftftery without offering to rectify fny 
miftake. This however I could have chearfuUy 
over-looked, had not his conyerfation, even before 
the fervants, been of a nature fo extremely inde- 
licate, that there was fcarce a poffibility of fitting 
at table. An odious round of the mod palpa- 
ble jioubU \intendre was frequently offered to our 
attention ; the no£turnal excefies of which he had 
been guilty the laft week, were related with an 
air of triumph ; and he even went fo far 9s to 
mention the name of fome celebrated courtezans, 
with whom he had the honour of an acquaintance* 
All this time the poor young lady fat in the 
moft mortifying ft^te of diftrefs ; cut to the very 
foul of her fenfibility, yet unable either to retire, 
or to mention how greatly fhe was afFe£ted with 
this intollerable behaviour of her father. My 
Harry, however, took the very firft, opportunity 
ef relieving her ; for, the moment the cloth was 
removed, he begged Mr, Medlicoat would 0iew 
us the fine hunter which he had purchafed a fe^ 
days before, from a noted dealer in York(hire« 
Mr. Medlicoat, as proud of (hewing his horfe, 
as defirous of parading his daughter, immediately 
complied with the requeiL; and the young lady 
retired with a look of complacency at Harry, 
which fuiEciently teftified how much he had oblig- 
ed her, by procuring her fq fortunate a releafe 
from her father's company. 
H A^RR Y fupptng with me in the evening, I 
could npt help expref&ng my wonder, that a young 

G 2 Jfellow 
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fclJow of hh good fenfe and delicacy, (hould con- 
tinue the leaft correfpondencc with fo fhamclefs a 
profligate a$ this Mr. Medlicoat. ** An indecency 
<« of converfatioR in any man, fa3rs I, is always 
M as fure a (ign of a little underftanding, as of 
« a vulgar education*: and nothing ought to give 
•* a generous mind more offence, than where we 
*^ fee the modefty of a virtuous moman infulted, 
•* by any of thofc infamous obfccnitics, which 
*• your bucks, and fuch like despicable fellows, 
•♦ imagine to be the crftcrion of fpirit and viva- 
ce ^Tty ; but when a libertine is fo dead to all 
^* fenfibHity as to wound the ear of his own 
*' daughter with a groflhefs of this nature, wc 
« arc filled with horror as well as with indigna- 
^^ tiott, and cannot help confidering him as a 
^^ monfter, who would even violate her honour. 
^c himfelfv did not a latent fear of the world re* 
<' (Irain the licentioufnefs of his (hocking imagi- 
ne nation, and happily confine him to mere innu*- 
•* endocs, and fimple gefticulations.' 

^ Your obfcrvation, my dear Sir, (returned 

** Harry) is perfcflly juft, and I ought to Hufli 

♦* at ever vifiting fuch a man as Mr. Medlictxat, 

« unlefs I had fomt other defign than merely to 

<^ poflefs hi? company. But you muft know, 

^ that this fellow, unlefs he is particularly en* 

t« gaged abroad, always makes it a rule to en* 

ii gage a friend or two to dine wtth him every 

^^ day I and if by any accident he .(hould happen 

»« iU be difappointed) he traverier the park, as 

*' be 
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*' be did this morning, to pick up aa acquaintf 
** ance for the credit of his table. By this m^n^ 
*' it often happens that poor Hortenfia his daugh- 
*' ter, is expofed to the heavicft torrent of llcen- - 
^^ tious ribaldry ; and obliged tb fit out many ^ 
.** converfation, which would appear Icand'^lou^ 
** in a Covent Garden tavern* Medirco.^t 
** piques himfelf upon a knowledge of the worlcij 
*' and treats every appearance of fenj^le delicacy^ 
** as a monftrous aiiedation. He has found many 
*' fools among the fex, and this has given hiiU A 
** prcpofterous opinion of the whole *, t^erefofOi " 
to maintain his. character as a kiK>wing oniC) 
he ufes his own daughter with the fame difre- 
^* fpcft that he ufes every ocher woman, and thinks 
<' it adds to the reputation of his underflanding, 
«• to jnit of all appearance o( neceffary detorum 
** and parental partiality. It is for comtnoa fa** 
^^ thers he thinks to behave with common djf<- 
<^ cretion ; but young fellows like himt, \ifho ^X^ 
*^ acquainted with life, ihould be above {\xch.i 
*^ weaknefs ; as the only way he thinks to pre* 
*' ferve the obedience of a daughter, is to fhew 
** your fenfibility of her fex's imperfections* Hor- 
■***■ tCRUA, who has 'an annsbtc iijiiiu, 'jiiki tt irne 
** un'derftanding, is uni^eakbly affli£led at this 
*^ behaviour; and always rejoices when I take a 
** dinner with th«m, as I conftanily invent fome 
^^ excufe or other to fet her at libelt^. This 
is the only reafosi of mfSiStinj; with co^<- 
mon civility to MedUcoat, a^ Jb^^ amaip for 

G J. whom- 
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** whom I entertain the nioft fovereign contempt* 
<« Would you believe it, he keeps two women in 
** the very fame houfe with hi& daughter ; and 
*^ thefe worthy ladies often take it in their head^ 
*^ to find fault with Hortenfia, and even complain 
*^ to him that (he will not treat them with a 
^* fufficient (hare of rcfpcSt. Matters, however, 
*^ if I have any penetration, cannot long, go on 
*^ in this manner) for Hortenfia has been fome 
•• time courted by a very worthy baronet of for- 
*^ tune ; but Medlicoat having an averfion to 
**. become a grandfather yet a while, hasabfolutely 
** refufed his confent ; and in the moft illiberal 
*^ terms, accufed the young lady of amorous incli- 
nations. Notwithftanding this, they carry oa 
a private correfpondence, as I have good grounds 
to believe, and perhaps the next moon-light 
** night may fee the young couple on their journey 
** to Edinburgh. May this I fay, be the cafe^ 
** and may every father who follow the fteps of 
^* Medlicoat, be rendered equally contemptible, 
*^ and become equally difappointed in his expec-* 
*' tations. 
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T^ the B A B L £ R. 
SIR, 

THOUGH there ire few qualifications whicfi 
afford us fo general a fatisfaAion as an agree- 
able 
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able^oicc, yet there are few things which give 
us fo general a difguft as the univerfal propenfity 
vrhich everybody has to fing, withbut recolleding 
the judgment of their company, or confidering the 
fcope of, their own abilities. This obfervation, 
Mr. Babler, I had but too much reafon to make 
yefterday evening, at a meeting of fomc friends 
who had particularly afTembled on purpofe to pafs 
three or four hours with a degree of more than 
ordinary pleafure and feftivity: our party. Sir, 
was carefully fele£led ; and there was not a iingle 
man in the ropm but what could hold a toaftj 
give his fentiment, or fit up all night with a coun* 
try candidate at a contefted ele^lion. 

The royal family had fcarcely gone round, 
Mr* Babler, when Dick Thbmpfon was called 
upon for a fong, who accordingly prepared to 
oblige us, and in an inftant firuck up the celebrated 
;ur in Arne*s opera of Artaxerxes, 

fFat^r parted from thefea* 

This, however, he executed in a manner (o vtry 
execrable, that it was with the utmoft difficulty 
the whole company could keep from laughing ia 
his face : we all of us fat upon thorns till he was 
done', and either picked our nofes or bit our. nails 
tfll the complimentary bow at the condufion hap« 
pily releafed us from fo uneafy a fituation. Nte« 
vertbelefs every body honoured him with a plaudit; 
and Dick really afllimed as much dignity in his 
look) as' if he had performed to a miracle. 

G 4. The 
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Tbe next peribn £ngled out was Kitt Turnery 
^ young felloinr with a voice quite of a different 
caft from Mr» Thompfon's^ and well enough 
adapted for the fofter fpecies of longs, where there 
is no extraordinary number of Qiakes or divifions. 
Kitt unhappily, regardlefs of the walk in which 
he could actually make a tolerable figure, attempted 
the School of Anacreorty andfirained his little lujAgs to 
ib unconfcionable a degree, as rendered him uttexly 
irnabfe to give us any thing elfe the remainder of 
tbe evening. 

When Kitt had concluded, he called upou 
Tom Nelfon ; who offered us tbe Soldier and tbe 
Smbry provided we fuflered him to accompany tb^ 
delightful compofitioR with the mufic of a pewter 
AUh^ A» Tom's principal motive was to enteJ9* 
taios no- body could he rude enough to dificfit- 
£rom his propoIaI> and a pewter di£h was thercr 
iJMre ordered up ftairs^ which. Mr. Nelfon ke£t 
fptnntng on tbe table all the time of his fong, oc*^ 
cafionally lefiening or encTttafijig the tetocity of 
jt$ taotion, accordiag as the difiereAt movements 
«f the fonft rendered fucha circumftance.iieceflary. 

FjBa£i> wkb the appsobatios- whicb was b««-' 
fiowed upon the pewter difii, the moment ittraine 
fo Wai WeUy's tmskp he chalked tbe baek of bJ9 
haodiatwoof tbxeepIaccSyaMdcubiMi^itia two 
•^thsee iQtber places with a^ piece of bomt corky 
tf^tf^ uip^ and placing; bis inAiagaiaftapaMcalar 
fmtvi &e reoBi>.roared oot^ Ottcld U^omom do^ed 
mgr^ .w«skb|BbiSi&^g9rs^i»fadi| a.«HUMer as to^ 

raife 
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raife ibme faint idea of an antiquated face;, thif 
was confidered as a high flroke of humour, anf 
produced no kfs than a folo on .the tongs, a costf 
certo on a pair of bellows, and Handel's waterr 
piece on the falt-box* The various perfonn^ce^ 
Mr. Babler, lafted a conflderable time^ and every 
body feemed to be pka(ed» though in fzA it wa^ 
Xko way difficult to fee that every body was.fecretly 
4liflatisfie4 aud disappointed^ For iny owa part,^ 
never was nK>re uneafy in a company ilnce I knew 
what a company was, and took an. opportunity 
of .ftealing away about two o'clock in the^ 
inorning. 

It is in reality not a little odd, Mr. Babler,- 
that people who are acquainted with their own> 
deficiencies in point of voice, do not, when 
they are called upon among their friends, g^e 
fuch a fong as is mott naturally Suited to their 
compafs; what bufuiefs has a fellow who can 
icarcely get through a plain derry <iown tune, \o 
.think of meddling^ wiih a difficult Italian air; jor 
what neceffity is there for a nun who never faw 
a gamut in ^Is liiie, to aim at executing a piece of 
mqfic wJiich a&ual^r calls for a performer of thcf 
moft capital abilities ? . 

The generality of pebple when they hear » 

(bng in our theau-es which happens to bit their 

fancy« are confianUy endeavouring to retail it 

. among their -acquaintance, without ever confi- 

• d^ing, that notwlthdanding all xh^ advantages of 

• M^ «cc[uiiite voice, aa/is( cotifummate muftc^l 

. G 5; ' ' knowledge^ 
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knowledge^ the performer who fings It, mayfcarceljr 
be able to go through it with a fufficient ihare of 
delicacy or judgment* A man, however, who 
would efcape ridicule, ought to confider that thofe 
fongs may betothelaft degree intolerable from 
him, which in Vernoh would almoft drag the 
theatre down with acclamations ; and next to the 
merit of making himfelf pleafixig, he fhould re* 
member that the greateft proof of good (enfe is not 
to render himfelf difagreeable : on which account^ 
therefore, thofe who have but plain voices ought 
to ftick to plain fbngs ; ilnce inftead of gaining 
toy reputation by an attempt to (bar beyond their 
proper powers, they will do nothing more than 
offend the ears of every company they go into, 
and dravir an everlaftinjg fmile of derifion upoo 
Ibemielvesr 

It wocdd aid be judicious in thofe ladies or 
gentlemen whQ occafionnly oblige their friends 
with a fong^ if as well a$ taking care not to med- 
dle with any difEcuIt pieces of mufic, they Jike- 
wife took care never to meddle with a fong where 
they were not perfectly 9;cquainted with the words. 
How often have I heard a delicious' morfel of 
poetry ntpil barbarouily mangled, through the in- 
attention of a negligent finger 5 and every gram- 
matical inftitute 'inhumanly butchered, through 
the want of a Uttle recoUeAion. Sorry am I t<f 
add> that I have moft generally ob(erved thefe im- 
perfe^ioDS among the ladies ; and have frequency 
conceived » dij^to si very paSable face, merdjr 

fc«caufe 
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becaufe thepofleflbr was Co totality unaequamtecf 
with Eilgliflu \ ' ' .\, 

At ibmc other opportunity^ Mr. Babkr, per- 
haps i may again trouble you with a fcrawl^ for 
the prefent I believe I have given you enough, 
and therefore iball only add that^ 

I am» &c. 
^ CRlTd. 

K u M A. XCL Saturdafy O&ober 23. 

1 

A^ happinqls IS the purfuit of every body, it 
Is not a little iurprifing that fir hvr of us 
arrive at this univerfal goal of human defire, and 
flill more furprifing that when we (ee thdvarious 
quickfands .upon which the expectations of others 
have been ibipwrecked in fteering to this favourite 
pointy that we are not a little more cautious itk 
the direction of our own courfe, eipecially as /ome^ 
thing more than a temporary felicity refts uporv 
our attention, and the tranfports^ of a future. \\T^ 
immediately depend upon the re^itude of ous con^ 
A\x& in thisr 

The principal reafon why tlie generality of the 
World are diiappointed in their fearch after happi- 
ti^f feenif to me to be that ftrange infatuation of 
placing our higheft felicity in objects which are 
either weak or vicious In themfelves^ aiid which 
confeciaently Out reafon updn.a fober confidefation 
asufl! eitheir^ dcfpife or dcteft. -—A man who(e ut- 

fttoft 
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onabte table, mgft be miferable thel^t)fnetlt lit; f^ 

iio other tbtfifert)il We than hi^ twrttte, ttnrft ht 
ttDfabed of lus fUthtnom "bcntlAa tfat inffanthe ^ 
fFretched upqn the kbot; %tt6 hevAtrik'Mat&krt^ 
il^tbed In ffill greater fenfuallttes, muft be equally 
\lhf(5rttiA9ltcrthe moment thofe defires have been iR- 
4iilged i JA 4!idy-ev«ry -pucAut of th i s n a t ure k r&at" 
dered lifeldt and bi6fi€ by it's very gjpat^ficdttony 
tUlc o Mlinual rcpctitionf fe-d^adeff the appetite; {tct 
&y nota ^Uabl^of confequences^) that experience 
makes ut q^Uip^ 3vith. the wiieii fool. that ever 
mftedy 

«« AUu vanity under tit fun.*' 

WkRfe i«re fcowcvdr to make reafen A*e gui^ of 
ourtiafons, Wftcad of being ^eterti^ <Kire^6d by 
fticfthatioii,'t)artnjoj*icn(ts wouH always b^ eet- 
tain 5 &nd rec6llei£Kbtt Viould affonl us the moft 
perfeft fatisifeaioh, inflta* <Jf filing us fnteffant)y 
with mortification and drfguftj form reality, if 
we tbink but ever fo haftify on the afliir, we fhall 
find that no obje£i: can promtfe us the Tmalled 
glimmer oT rcarfdicity *hich is repugHaht to the 
fentifneilts of virtue; it iff from die refHtude of 
cur conduA only that we ate to lAok fdr any hii^ 
pinefs at all; and furely when we rfye an ub« 
bounded loofe to every depravity of mclFnation, it 
{s a degree of abfdfirte -madnefs to exped the felf-* 
apgrbVing^leftimonydf. our6WA^ coxlfiSence to tfte 

verjr 
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^«rf fttiitoflB iriifch;^l»«t Cotifciehcc icaimtit biic 
highly diicountenance and condean. » 

Tut glicterifig stoife, asul pattipoiis bufile of 

^l«« world, m^ for a tioie perbaps Jull tbe (ent^ 

'^mems of reafon^ or cry *^haih" to the pleadio^i 

>«>f' cotifoience, but cati (neverentirefy rubdue.«hher ; 

in the monaems of i«etii€ment the moft .hj^dened 

of 4ts all are xlragged sp in turn hekne the bar df 

our own minda^ and die deity wshicfa prdnles th«pe 

'proAOoncea a juft though a itvar«£n)ie8ce on yvci^ 

breach of morality and virtoe. «>^ Caljeus as we ' 

endeavour to xaaice ourfehea,c>thQttienteiice firrewa 

Uiklf in the fhetnory ; douds: tiie«ye amtdft aUtfae 

fpleador of the drawing., joonv^ an4- hareows-iqp^' 

the very foul in the Warnjeft /uiriihine of a court, 

- Where is the man who c^n fi^^he iias never ac- 
knowledged the omnipotence ofcbnfcienccf Where 
IS b& who can affirm he-^^has udbj in the* ilrnfiefi 
fenfe of the cxpreffion, been condemned by the 

^^eity of his own bofom, and doomed to a tempo* 

' nry pei^tiondn Ins mind i Stand out ye fafhioo. 

> able denyers i)f another exifience^ come forrh ye 

daring blafphemcrs of your God— from the iri^- 

Mabie ifometbing, wbkh^ acquis^ or condemns 

during jt&b life in yoor hreaife, learn to beUete 

^ that there is a fovercjgn' difpo&r «f lall tbibgs in 

'ibit^Mact, who will dedde with an equal Severity 

' and 5uftice|. and that the power of thc^^diivimty 

- ^hish 5«>u ext^mpcq fo fr«{ifently below, as m- 
thing: but a faint^ refembIa«MS9^i iixM; ^au^bority, 

whicfc^ 



- ' 
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whicb at the dreadful day gf account you mufir 
meet with above. 

I AM very frequently anxazed (ab(tra£ied from 
every confideration of future happinels) tbat the 
mere dtdates of fdf concern for the felicity of 
the prefent) does not generally induce us to follow 
fuch purfnits as are certain to give us a real fatis- 
fa£tion while they engage us ;. and fiipe in their 
confequences of eftablifliing not only an cncreafe 
of honeft reputation, but a fource of inconceivable 
content. — - Was the libertine^ inftead of fquan* 
dering thoufands to deftroy fome unfufpeAing ia* 
nocent, to employ a fiftieth part of the fum in her 
protection -* what a foundation would he lay ,for 
arriving at that goal^ which his very gredinets 
after happinefs dcftroy* in the contrary coorfe ? -*^ 
Was the mifer, rnftead oMioarding up ufelefs miU 
lions, to expend a little of his wealth in wiping 
away the forrows frony a^i&ion and.diftrefs-; the 
adlion would be it's own reward, and he would 
own that if he went to the proper market, bappi^ 
ncfs was to be purchafed at a very rea(baab]e 
price: In fhort, if mankind would conilderthat 
virtue and vice create their own heaven and h^ll 
even on this fide the grave, the principal part of us 
would endeavour to z£t in fuch a manner as would 
enable them to look with confidexKc beyond:^, 
and experience in this. world fome toUerab}e idfa 
of tbat felicity which is prepared to awaiC the 

rigjiueouc^ in the niexu 
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IH A V E often remarked that one half of the 
ptexiures io eagerly profecuted by the' gener 
rality of mankind, if changed in their appellations, 
and ranked under the denominakion of labour, 
would be fhunhed with as much affiduity as- they 
are now followed, a:nd rendered every whit as di^ 
gtiftful to the fancy as they are now flattering' inA 
agreeable. Through fome unaccountable infatu^ 
atton we are vaviflted in the literary fenle^ of the 
cxpreffion, with the wbiftlkng of a name, and 
infinitely fatigue ourfckes more in the barepurfuh 
of our feveral amufements, than in theclofeft atten- 
tion to the duties of our refpedive vocations^ though 
thefe evocations are the only means which we have 
of raifing a necei&ry provifion for our families* 

The truth of this pofition was never moie 
evidently afcertained than in the charafler of poor 
Bob Beetle* Bpb is engaged in a very extenfive 
way of bufinels;; and is^ at once, the moft laa^y 
and the moft induflrious fellow alive : he is f4- 
tigaed to death if he writer a few lines to a cor- 
refpondent, but he will ride after a pack of dogs 
for a dozen hours tqgethery and call it gloriouS' 
fport,' when he has; ventured his neck over a. 
fcore or two of gates, and come home as dirty 
as a ducked pick-pGckety from a forly mites chase 
m the mlddte of winter* When he is in cow/i 

u 



134 Th B B A BL P R; JI^. Q,; 

he complains of it as a prodigious bardfhip if he 
riTes at ten o'clock in the morning, though in fhe 
country he makes no fcfupic tvhatfoever to get 
up at three or four to drag a filh-pond j and wiH 
fcaroely wftlk a ftfdet's tength to rcccivt a buil4red 
pounds m the wa J of his faui^s^ though ^ IvoiiU 
imdge eight of ten miles with the gp-^t^ fajtb* 
h&itni after & farace of partridges. I met Bob a 
few days ago in the city, and.ilqiping him bn the 
privilege of an dd acquaintance^ demanded what 
was the reafon of his feemiBg out of temper : — 
** Seeming, (repeated he^'Mr. fiabler, k is more 
^ than iieemii^ ; I am half tniltttedto hang my<- 
^* tfelf : here in fuch a foafting day as. this mufti 
*^ trundle to Change, and broil for two whok 
•** hours under the intenfe heat of a perpendicular 
^* fun. Damn it. Sir, I lead the life ef a galley 
^ flave, and it is better not to live ^t all than he 
*' liable to fuch continual amdettcs.'^' I w,as tU> 
^Mt^red «iioi»gh' to fmikr at his difirbfs;; but^giting 
iiim ft cordial fliake by the hand, I wiAied hiai 
a good morning and fo we fKii'ted.. Ne^t day 
about twdvt o'dook going to ^ice at a f^elaiioas 
-near Hammerfmith, whoihoU'd 1 fcie Ari^pfed, aiid 
-fiayin^g at cricket in a -field near JCeniifligtop, 
lym B6b : though tthe weather was rather warmer 
Chan wh^n I vast hipi the pneccding day, he was 
icrtgaged mt that tfdsnt^^xerdife.livi^- allibe ap-^ 
peftrance of a md&: .exquifite fatisfrd4pn»: aiid 
'feoKired after liie ball ^vith as nji^ i^Jiiy /lis he 
Mdo«ldf offiUy life, u get ^biiiyifeUi im..^^ km^A'^ 
^ firofty morning. I f 
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I F we take but ever fa fiigfat a funcejr of 
mankind, we.Ihall find that moft people are a<^ii* 
ated pretty much in the fame manner' with my 
friend Bob Beetle. Looking upon that as an in^ 
.fupportable toil which is mod: conducive to tkek 
intereft, they abfolutely find a pieafare in fotigiMs 
and run into downright labour in hopes of enjoy- 
ing a little recreation. I would by no means be 
xtnderflood as an argoer againft a moderate fhane 
-of maidy exercife or rational amufement : oil fbe 
contrary^ I look upon fuch relaxations to be ef- 
leniiaQy neceilkry, both beca-ife they add confix 
.derably ta our healthy and give us a freih indi^ 
4iation of returning to the bufinefs of our various 
3einpIoy«ie/its«. What I am offended at is^ to ibe 
wen o£ legoceUetit uadeiftaadiiigs ki total opp»- 
ftiot), to the didates «>f iteir good fenfe^ apply- 
img then^ves whdfy to tfaeproCseution-Df their 
<|ilcafiires» and creatittg a^ number af hnaginaiy 
iifficuliie% w iraiiittec efccy aiom»ir wiiiek i1m^ 
^(Dt- apart for ebe snaMgemenc ctfitheir flK^ft'M* 
•cdTary employnKnts* ^ ^ 

' W£iRb: tetniporal coacerns, faoweter^ the piify 
'ttfnes. wUidt we lacrifice to our idkft, My to ioar 
t moft culpable, amuiementS) foMeth^g Attl might 
•befatd in* our defence; but our happin^fs'bere- 
:sfter, as well as ouriifteiefta he^e, isob%edto 
^ghre tiray/ta the meaneft diffipadons ; and a fox 
chafe or a:, cricket ball; a huming-matcli or a 
.Aorteocy ave tiotoftly abler tofttfte>ev6ry impulfe 
of le^rd. wUch -m^ ought to fSitertain for Mr 

families,, 
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families, but every fentitn'ent of adoration vrlMch 
we ought to entertain for our God. The duties 
of religion, like our^domeftic concerns, are utterly 
negle£led ; and even the awful bufinefs of eternity 
is thrown afide, for' a contemptible game at whUt, 
or a defplcable pack of hounds. 

The parallel between the negleft of .our tem- 
poral and fpiritual concern^-, will be found con- 
fiderable ftronger, when we recolIe£l that where 
unavoidable neceffity compels a momentary at* 
tention to either, we enter upon them with an 
^qtial degree of reluctance and ill-wilL But in 
the confcquence, however, there is the wideft 
difference : our difinclination does not often m^ 
terrupt the bufinefs of our callings, wbil^ we 
continue in oppofition to the natural bent of oue 
tempers to carry it on ; many a man though he 
hates his profeffion, nevertheleis by ftsbduing his 
antipathy to it, and managing his affairs with 
difcretion, makes a good fortune : but let us be 
never b diligent in the diicharge of our religious 
obligations, yet if our hearts are not a£tually en* 
gs^ed in the fervice of our Creator, all our per- 
ibnal attendance on his worihip, will be fo far 
from availing us, that it will rather encreafe the 
'enormity of our guilt, and expoie us more ine- 
vitably to the thunders of his haad* Reludbince 
is an aggravation of our crime» and we become 
lefs and lefs excufable> the more we appear in 
bis temple, unlefs we approach it with (he moft 
exalted fervency of indiaatiod. Let us be care- 
ful. 
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ful, therefore, 'whenever we ileal an hour from 
the elyiium of our amufements, and condefcend 
to enter a church, that we do not fuSer fo pre-* 
cious a part of our time to be loft. Let us take 
the greateft pains we dre able to prevent that hour 
from being an evidence againft us at the dreadful 
day of judgment i and confider in the language 
of the Poet ; 

** That unlefs we defift from our crlmii| 
*' 'Tis blafphcmy furely to pray.** 

Numb. XCIIL Saturday November 6. 



CONVERSING yefterday with an oli 
acquaintance on the vanity of human 
wifhes, we fell infenfibly into a long difcour(e 
about the abfurdities of mankind, even in therr 
beft actions ; and particularly dwelt upon the in- 
folence of their very devotion, when, though 
they aiFe£l to fubmic themfelves' entirely to the 
reiignation of providence, they neverthelefs pre* 
fume, to point out immediate objects for the ex- 
ercife of the Divine Benignity, without once re* 
eolleding that the nature of their requeft may 
be totally oppofite both to the greatnefs of it'$ 
wifdom, and the juftice of it's laws. 

The fubjedl of converfation poflefled me (a 
very much upon my going to bed, that it con- 
tinued to employ my imagination, and I dreamt 
how Jupiter took me up to the flcics, as be was 
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faid to have formerly done by Menippus the phi* 
lofopher, in order that I might be convinced 
the accuiations fo generally brought againft the 
equity of providence, were totally v/ithout foun- 
dation 5 and that the great author of the univerfe, 
notwithftanding the impious murmurs of his crea* 
tures, was perfe£lly juft, aad confident ip the mi* 
nuteft of his decrees. 

H^viKG taken my ftation, as I fancied^ at 

tile feet of the Deity, the chryftal gates pf the 

celeflial region were thrown wide open, and by a 

i>ardcular order of Jupfter, the Ibfteft whffj^fer 

addrefled to him from etfrth^was fo difHnf^Iy heard, 

ttatrfming ttre Tontlirasmce of Thevarteosibp* 

|yl4cation$^ I never mifled a iingjk fjFUajbl^. 

; The '^Guilwiu>QiF(UPGd up his j^ayers to Olynt* 

fiusr was a man whp had been ^ned b^ Ibktug 

«a Security in a large Cum of inooey for a very 

intimate Iriend^ '*' This, (fays Jupiter, tumiog 

.^^ to mej is ^ fe)lo«F of un^ueftioaaUe wortb and 

'<* it^gptfi ^IvoM^ tho whole fOHrfe of bift life 

.^^ ^e has paid fym&e9d\>le aasUtention to the die- 

/< tatc^ of yittx^ t|iAt I do. mol believe I liave 

J^^ any thi^g to charge him with, befides a human 

^'^firmity. He tliinks it hard, therefore, that 

>^ I ijhaidd iufFer him to be plunged intodiftrefs» 

<< though thiivdiftf^ is nothing filore than tl>e 

(<* aatutad: ?coiifequeiK:e of his qwn ix^ifcretion ; 

. <^ for inftead of buildii\g his ^ftfieai: upon the bp- 

^^ nefty of the man by whofe isfeant he is thus 

•^^flbappily ftripped of bis al^* be foun^^ his 

tt.: 'regard 
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** entirely upon the length of their acquaintance 1 
'^ and affifled him, not becaufe he was a perfon of 
probity and honour, but becaufe hz was a perfon 
** with whom he generally cracked a bottle in aa 
** evening, and took a fociable pipe. On tl;i* 
" account he is juftly puniihed for his folly; 
** and though I intend to reward his virtues very 
" amply in this world, yet I muft permit him to 
*' be chaftized below, that o her worthy.M^en 
** may take warning by his example, and leara 
*' to fliower their* favours upon thofe only whom 
*' they know to be truly defer ving/* 

The next perfon who ofFered up his petition, 
was a merchant in the City, who prayed devoutly 
for a fair wind, for a (hip which be had richly 
laden in the river, and intended for a very valu- 
able niarket on the coaft of Africa. *• Now here 
** (refumed Jupiter J is another very honeft fellow, 
•* who will think himfelf particularly aggrieved 
** if I decline to comply with his requeft ; and 
**'yet if I was to grant it, a thoufand others 
•* v/ould inevitably be ruined, who are bcund 
** upon voyageS that requirequite a contrary win J. 
*' Your people of virttie imagine that they {hoii]^ 
** in the minuteft circumftance be the particular 
** care of providence, and abfurdly fancy that th$ 
** attention of a Being, who has the whole 
'" univerfe to govern and fupport, (hould be 
** entirely engrofled by themfelves. The fepea- 
'*' pie muft however, be informed, that I am the 
** God of an extenfive world,* and riot the im- 
'^^ mediate patron of any one man.. Of courfe, 

'* therefore. 
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** therefore, I fliall never invert the order of things 
•* to oblige a private perfon, though that perfon 
** ftould be the very beft of all my votaries ; more 
** particularly too when let his merits be what 
** they will, my favour fliall fo incredibly exceed 
** them in the end." 

After the departure of the Merchant, I 
thought a whole kingdom came at once, and 
beojgcd of Jupiter to deftroy a neighbouring na- 
tiolKvith whom they happened to be at war. 
** Here are precious fellows for you 5 (cried Ju- 
** piterj and fo I muft facrifice a country of ten 
•' or twelve millions, merely becaufe their confci- 
*' entious votaries think proper to make the re- 
** queft J that fs in plain Englifli, I muft be their 
*' bully, and arm myfelf in paffions, that would 
** difgracc the meaneft of themfelves, for the 
** mighty honour of executing the purpofes of 
" their revenge." Jupiter upon this turned his 
head aflde with indignation, and bid me obferve 
another body of people, rather larger than the 
former, who vJrere finging hymns to his praife, 
and invoking his favour with all the energy of 
the moft folemn adoration. ** This (fays he) is 
«« the nation with whom my late fet of worthies 
•* are at war; and you hear they arc juft praying 
•* in the fame manner that I would be gracioufly 
«• pleafed to cut the throats of all their enemies. 
<« Now which of ihefe muft I oblige ? Their 
•• pretenfions to my regard are alike infignificant; 
** and they are' quarreling for a tradl of country 

" in 
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** in AmeHca, to which neither of them have the 
** fmalleft right. To puniih therefore, both their in- 
•* juflice to the poor Americans, and their infolence 
^^ in thinking to make me an abettor of their in* 
** famous contention, I ihall leave them entirely to 
** themfelves, and make each by that means the 
*• fcourge of the others crimes." Jupiter de- 
livered thefe laft words in a tone fo tremendous, 
that I awoke with afFright; but recolIe(^ing|| the 
various circijimftances of my dream, I thought 
it would make no indiferent paper, as it taught 
fo abfolute a refignation to the awful difpenfations 
of God. 



Numb. XCIV. Saturday^ Nwemher 13. 

HYPOCRISY for the honour of the pre- 
fent age, is a crime fo very little praAifed, 
that people are not at the trouble of concealing 
their follies or their vices, but generoufly run into 
the moft palpable miftakes, or the moft culpable 
etrors in the full face of day ; and even expe£l that 
we {hould look upon this exalted difregard of 
ihame, as' a mark of the higheft candour and 
fincerity. 

For my own part however, I ihould be glad 
if the generality of mankind were lefs ingenuous 
in this rcfpef^, (ince fo open a commiiSon of our 
faults muft neceflfarily raife vice into a fort of re- 
putation, and eftablifh an example to the laft de« 

grc3 
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gree prejadicial to pofterity. . Hypocrify therefore 
(o far as it regarded a concealaient of our faults, 
I fhould look upon as a fort of negative virtue, 
becaufe though it did not extenuate our own errors', 
it neverthelefs prevented us from debauching the 
principles of other people. 

T H £ great misfortune of the prefent age is', 
that the univerfal force of example has rendered 
a number of the moft atrocious crimes abfolutely 
faihionable ; formerly it was looked . upon as in- 
famous to the laft degree, if a man aKenated the 
affe<SUon of an acquaintance's wife, or plunged & 
dagger into the bofom of a friend. Now-a-day^ 
it is impoflible for a young fellow to be allowed a 
dawn of Tplrit, unlefs he has deAroyed his woman, 
or killed his man, and trampled upon eyery ia- 
ftitute which ought to be facred to fociety. Nay, 
to fuch a height are matters at prefent carried, 
that we often boaft of our crimes as if they were 
fo many virtues,r and recount with an air of th'c 
^moft exquifite fatisfaftion, how many times wfe 
have been drunk within the courfe of the week ; 
how many ftfumpets we hate vifited, or how many 
times we have endangered our lives in the mid- 
night dtfputes of a common brothel. If any body 
is fenfible enough to decline accompanying us oh 
thefe pretty expeditions, we fet him down its a 
fpiritlefs ignorant milkfop, equally deftitute of- 
ait^bitlon and underftanding. What is more, ih 
proportion as he manifefts a repugnance to join 

in 
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3h our extravagances, in proportion we fufn bmi 
into a ridicule, and load him with the mbff ih-^ 
luperable contempt, where we ought to honour 
him whh the grcateft fliare of our admiration. 

But what in the courfe of general obfenra- 
tion aftoniflies me moft is, that a man (ball daim 
^ right to, be proflrgatc< in proportton as we aWow 
him to be fenfiblc ; and thinfc hinrffelf entitled to 
be vicious, according to the eftmiate whrClt we 
tn^ke of his underftanding. Nothing is more 
common now-a-da)rs, than to prarfe our intimate 
friends in fomething like t*ie fcJfowing manner;. 
ffHy to befure Tom or Jaci fudx a me ha verywkte'i 
dog^ hut then hit nofidl\ thtrs that very godd fenft 
Vrhich ihoul^ be confidered as an aggravation of 
fais conduft, is loolced upon as an exteiitiatidn at 
leaft, and, We think him entirely juftiiSed ijl thfe 
fBoft crimmal undertakiilg$,'m propoftion as he i^ 
really without the fbadow of excufe. 
' Some people indeed who z1ft&, to poflfefs an 
^extraordinary ihare of prinitiple, propofc a Rmi-* 
cation to cb^r vices, and make a* Ibrt of agrees 
iment witty their own cc^niciences, not to be wicked 
above fuch a certain number of years*." The pe- 
riod which they fix for the date of their reforma- 
tion, is generally the day of marriage; without 
«ver reflcfltihg on the poiSWHty of ne Vet Rving to 
•this period, they go 'on in- an uninterrupted" courfe 
of licentioufiiefs', and imagine they may with 
propriety diffurb the peace of every Other pcrft>ii*s 
• famtVy, till they* hafvc aShially got aitimily^f 
^ Vol. II. H their 



jb46 T H E B A B L E R. No. 94. 

their ownj nor does a parent or a guardian once 
fuppofe any of thefe worthy gentlemen an im- 
proper match for their daughters or their wards* 
on account -of their profelTed profligacy ; on the 
contrary, it is a received opinion, that a reformed 
xake makes the bed hufl)an3, and that he is the 
propereft companion invlife for a woman of virtue 
and honour, who never before had an acquaint- 
^incc^'With a woman of virtue or honour at all. 
, Fro m thefe confiderations on. the prodigious 
jencouragement which vice fo inceflantly receives 
from the force of example, I am led to be an ad* 
vocate for . hypocrify, and induced to wifh, that . 
thofe who are too wife or. too fpirited to be rea* 
foned out of their errors, would at leaft be humane 
enough to pra^ice them with fome (bare of cau- 
tion, that they may not feducb others from the 
fentiments o£ virtue, nor be inftrumental in the 
defiru£lion of any body but themfelves. 

I AM very fenfible how extremely unfaihionable 
it is for a writer to prefs any confiderations of a 
future ftate vpon the mind of an elegant reader. 
Now-a-days, it is indelicate to talk of eternity 
with any kind of weight, and repugnant to every 
fentiment of politenefs, for a man to fpeak with 
the fmalleft veneration of bis God, Yet furtly, as 
long as we are fenfibfe upon how precarious a 
tenure our exiftence depends, we fhould now and 
then think that a day of account will come i and 
where we are fo certain of our mortality, we 
ought to recgllefi: that we are fomQtime to di^. 

It 
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It was an excellent remark of Julius Caefar's, the 
morning of his aiTaffination, when Antony aiked' 
him why he talkect fo nluch on death ; <* That 
*^ what might each moment happen, fhould em- 
*' ploy every moment of a wife man's thoughts.*'; 
Certain indeed it is, that a frequent c.pnfideratioa 
on this awful period, is the heft means of enabling 
us to fuflain it; and as certain it is, that thofe 
are only fit to live who are always in a condition 
to die. . 

Numb. XCV. Saturdayy November 22. 

.— 11— M^i— I I r ii> mm^mmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmtmmmmmk- 

To /i^ B A B L E R. 

SIR, 

GRATITUDE is a quality of fo bewitch- 
ing a nature^i'that we generally look upon it 
as a complication pf all the virtues, and«fuppofe. 
that no man can be deftitute of any other, who is 
happily in pofleffion of this ; yet amiable foevec 
as it is univerfally confidered, perhaps there is na 
excellence in the catalogue fp^Httle^died, or for 
which in general we enterQiin fo unaccountable z, 
contempt. 

I N former ages, an attendon to the difbtes of 
gratitude was reckoned an indifpenfible part of 
6ur duty, and nothing was looked upon in a more 
deteftable light than an infenfibiiitjr of favours, or 
aft unworthy return where we had been in the leaft 

Ha-.' -obliged^ 
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dbligc^; dfie particular ipecies of gracituder was 
lieM kivtcJakiy &lcred,^nd the Romans wefe ib re- 
]rgtoeifly punftoal lA the performance of it, thait 
they put the oflfender^s-life in the power of his be- 
nefii£lor, wherever thcjr faw it tranrgreffetl. 
'The inftance where the Roma'ns punifhed the 
want of gratitude with fucb feverity, was the' 
breach or negleft of that tenderneft anti affe£Koa 
\**hich was ind?f|)enfiHy due to^ a father from a fon ; 
That fenfible people judicioufly confidered, that if 
unaJDL couli bduxsi with, iogcatitude to a parent 
that hadendoed hitn irith no lefs a bleffing- thaa 
UtS very exifleiiLe, he luuA be dead lu every ftHf e 
of obligations 4^oai 2iny^^^ofeherquaErter ; and fancied 
that a perfon capable of burfling through the moft 
facred ordinances of nature, was capabl^bf borft- 
io^thfodgfelbembftfa^rod of fQ(:iltJto0^.;. froa^ 
this principle, in .the early ages of thtit cekbrated 
. i!eptrbHc, a fajdier. was invefled with aA ab^tis>kiie: 
authority over die lives of his chtMren^ ai^dhe 
that was sot a. good ^fon, was univerfaUiy -kc^e^ 
Wfotn S8 a: bad fdembcar of ' fooioty^ 
*. Ttio^it «^ an^ perbtpi. tte toly maidn ia 
EurJapeiiibo rotaia any pact 'of the Riman fj^tdom^ 
yet perhaps we are the only one which.does not 
, j«taiii a. gliiiMiier of ibs eicilted &»tiinetits in. this 
^pe& ; ibf wktL usi, finall a poftton? of gratitude 
as* we ftii£aNitintie:to keepup) a:psMettfiftSrth0^9)y> 
perfon ia Ih^^ world ito whom wdthinic it «|b^^il]^ 
«inneceffai7 t&W flltf\imi as iS^h^ I9^h9 «?f.^P(lltl!4 
m tl^e^atcft ihare> ibouU b( the only one de- 
nied 



nied 4 mark of,it atrsdl. — Nay> to fo pccpofterous ' 
a kogth i$.tb€ general opusiion httriied away imthii 
poii^^ . that a man who lenii) >us a •fkigle^uitifea to 
f iofe in ^l^Qtts and fe|i6iai*ty, fhaU iweiw: mtkcb. 
greater Ui(la&^e3 of oar ^Itui:ude9 than .an indal* 
gent.pacem who toils during a wMe life. for dur 
wdhref a^nd makes a comfortable; dbUiflnncjit 
for lis aad our pofkrity* 

. It is a received notion afpong the gentualtiy of 
people, that a fon is no way obliged ^to bis father 
'for any toikens of afFesSjo© which he. may receive:, 
becaufe the- old gentleman iind$ a. particular f^tisv 
ija^pn in providing for his happin«£i».aftd is fuffi^ 
cjjj^tly repaid, if he fees hi« folicicode attended 
with the defircd .effe^b* — AUsJ Mr. Babler, 
what fentimcnts are w« to cnleictaiA of people who 
reafon in any manner like this? Does- it folio w, 
that becaufe a parent finds a pleafuce in the per«- 
formance of his duty, that a fon fliould think him- 
felf exempted from the neceflfary profecution of 
hi^i The very pleafure which is here {beaded as 
a fufiicient reward for the aiFedion of the father, 
is to the laft degree an aggravation of ingratitude 
in the fon, and inftead of palliating the breach of 
his filial aiFedtion, leaves him without a |io(ibility 
of excufe ; for furely thofe who take a. pleafure 
jn the promotion qf our happinefs fimft.be doubly 
entitled to our gratitude, and .we.oi^bt.to feel a 
glow of veneration arifing from a confcioufneft 
of their motives, as much as from th,^:^St^zi be- 
nefits . tbemfelves» 

For 
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F o R my own part, Mt;. Babler, I am perkSdj 
of opinion with the primitive Romans, that, an un- 
grateful fon can never make a good man ; the ties 
fubMing between father and child are of a nature 
fo inconceivably delicate, that he, who is capable 
of burfting them afunder, is Incapable of being 
bound either by gratitude or honour to any body 
elie*«— Itis incredible. Sir, to think the numberlefs 
hours of anxiety a parent muft endure before he 
can rear a fon to maturity. — It is incredible to 
think after he has even brought him to years of 
.difcretion, how unceafingly folicitous he is, left 
fome unforefeen calamity (hould blaft the harvcft 
of his happinefsj and cut him unrelentingly off: 
and what does a parent require for all this ? What 
does he demand for the gifts of lif^, education, and 
fortune^ which he has (6 liberally beftowed, but 
that the fon will pay a little attention to hi& own 
iritereft, and treat the hand to. which he is fo emi- 
nently obliged, with tendernefs and refpeft ? 

From the foregoing curfory reflexions, Mr. 
Babler, if filial ingratitude fhould of all other 
crimes appear tjie mod odious, let me addrefs my- 
felf to the bofoms of our youth, and for their own 
fakes, requeft they will immediately (hake it off; 
left in their own old age, providence might be 
pleafed to make them know in the emphatic lan- 
guage of the poet : 
— » How fharper than a ferpent's tooth it is. 

To have a'difobedient child. 

I am. Sir, your*s &c. 

SENEX. 
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Numb. XGVI. Saturday^ November 27. 

' ^. 1 1 !■ ■ M il 11 III I r 1. ilM - 

NOTHING is fo general a topic with all the 
old ffeliows of my acquaintance, as the de-**- 
pravity of the prefeht times, and the vifible de« 
generacy of manners fince they themfelves were^at 
the blooming age of iive and twenty, and (hone 
jiway in a fplendid round of the various faihion- 
able amufements. For my own parr, though pretty 
far advanced in the vale of years, I am not altoge- 
ther fa pafTionately attached to my rjuvenile days,' 
as not to be fenfible that we had as many follies 
and vices ^ among us then, as the fevereft fatirift 
now extfting can poffibly point out; nor am ITo 
complaifant: to the prefent period as not to fee 
that there is the greateit room, as well as the greateft 
neceffity, both to be aihamed and to amend. In 
0iort, the world, with regard to vice and virtue, 
is pretty ' much the fame as it was five hundred 
years ago ; and probably for five hundred years 
to come, it will ftill continue to be aduated by the 
fame motives, however it may differ in the man- 
ner or the means. 

* Greatly focver as we may imagine humlin 
nature to be degenerated, yet if we take but a flight 
^furvey of mankind, we fhall find the principal 
number of our vices and follies to be rather the 
confequence of our inconfideration, than the effect: 
of an abfolutc badnefs of heart. We are weak and 

vicious 
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vicious mqre through the levjty of temper and the 
pre¥alcfKe-^€X«mp)e, than -dtherti narrowneJS 
of underftanding or a depravity of inclination ; 
arid it is by denying ourfelves 'time ta examine 
•tthef tte al>iurdity^ of our moft favourite purfuits, 
or the danger of a flaviih obedience to fafliioff^ 
that we fo genei^y become the ol]ge£ls of our owit 
.4eteftatioii or contempt* Inftead of making reafon 
file guide of our aflions, we are dire^d hyex'* 
ample; and inflead of enquiring how far fuch and 
iiicha behaviour may be agreeable to the fentimenta^ 
of virtue, we never a(k any queftion, but how far 
k is confident with the cuftom of the times | 
hence we drink, fight, fwear, and run through the 
whole catalogues of vices and follies, not fo much 
' becaufe we Jike drinking, fighting or fwearing, aa 
to avoid vthe appearance of Angularity ; and ri£|U9 
not only our happinefs in 'this world, but our ever-* 
lafting falvation in the next, for no other reafott 
but to join in with the croud, and &em of the fame 
ftamp with the general run of people. 

KiTT Haibbrain* is a young feHow of many 
good qualities, and has a heart as ready to relieve 
the diftre(re& of his fellow creatures as any man of 
my acquaintance ; yet Kitt would look upon' it as 
the grtateft infiklt imaginable, if you fuppofed he 
was not at any time wiiiing to cut the throat of 
bis moft intimate companion, and to debauch the 
wifie or fitter of his neareft friend j not but he 
would feel the utmoftrel usance in the perpetration 
of either, and be fenfible, that it was a very un* 

pardonable 
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pardonable crime ; :l>ut the force of example gets 
the better of hia humaaity, and be is lefs- afraid 
of a laugh from a fool or a villain, than, the eteaiid 
diipleafure of his God. 

Ask Kitt bow he recontiles this behaviour, and 
he will anfwer by the force of example too-^ 
*< Damn it, (will be reply) I am fure I am no 
" worfe than Bob Brazen, Dick J)are, Will 
"*^ Wildfire, and a thoufand othersof my acquaint- 
i' ance ;? and thus as long as he finds any body 
as bad or worfe than himfelf, cries huih to every 
argument of his reafon, and goeson in die com- 
miffion of new follies, or the perpetration of new 
crimes. Sometimes he compounds matters, ^nd. 
opens a fort of debtor and creditor account be-*^ 
tween his confciehde and htmfdf, with which he 
is not a little fatisfied ; as for inflaiice : becaufe 
he pays his debts pundnally, he imagines he has 
no occafion ever to appear at the public wor&i^ 
of his creator : betaufe be frequently relieves one 
pool* family, he looks upon - himfelf as juftified in 
plunging another into the worft of diftrefs and 
difgrace ; andbecaufe he fometimes fulfils the du- 
ties of chriftianity, he fancies that in the general 
he has a right to make a jeft of them all. 

Alas, how many Kitt Hairbrains might b< 
found on ah accurate infpedion through the king-* 
^Q,,) ? «^1f the prefent paper (hould fall into any 
fuch hands, let me, if I cannot make an appeal to 
their reafon, at leailaddrefs.an adiiionition to their 
pride, andadvifc them, if they muft follow ti© 
, , ■ example 
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example of their neighbours, to copy thofe adiox^ 
only which are worthy of imitation and regard ; 
iiQice nothing but wiCJom or virtue can vindicate 
the credit of our tTnderftandinga. in an^imitatiot) of 
any nature ; and Gnce he muft be an ideot or mad-^ 
man, who treads in no other footfteps than thofe 
which are marked by the rafcal or the fool. 

Numb. XCVIL Saturday y December 4. 



fT^HOUGH nothing is fo common as to find^ 
^ every man diflatisfied wi|h the lot in which 
providence has thought proper to place him, yet 
nothing is fo certain, as that no man, take his 
fituation all in all, would be his neighbour in- 
ftead of being, bim(elf» The great father .of the 
univerfe has gractoufly planted an inherent fort 
^f pride in the bread of all his creatuire;$, which 
exalts them in their own opinion, and gives them 
an advantage over the reft of the world in fome 
particular point that compenfates for a thoufand 
inconventencies, and reconciles them to the (eve* 
rity of real or imaginary evils upon the whole. 

If we examine the frame of the human mind, 
we (hall immediately fee» that every man holds 
much the fame opinion of himielf which he en>* 
tertains of his country ; he readily acknowledgesi 
that in fome particular circumftances fuch and fuch 
z perfon has an advantage of him, but in the main 
he neverthelefs thinks himfelf the fuperior, and 

/ lc0k» 
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looks down with an air of difdain on all who are 
hardy enough to difpute his opinion: a modern 
author has not deicribed this fort of vanitv un* 
happily. 

E'en the pale Ruffian ihivering as he liesy 
Beneath the horror of his bittereil fkies. 
While the loud tempeft rattles o^er his head. 
Or burds all dreadful on his tottering fhed« 
Hugs a foft fomeChing clpfely to his foul. 
Which fooths the cutting Iharpnefs of the pole. 
Elates his bofom with a confcious pride, ' 
And fmiles contempt on all the world befide. 

. I WAS converfing with my nephew Harry laft 
night upon this fubje£t, and the young rogue made 
an obferration or two that gave me much iatis-^ 
fa<Slion. I don't know how it is. Sir, fays he, but 
though my acquaintance are £verlaftingly wrang- 
ling with" tbemfclvesy I can find none of them^ 
upon a fair examination, willing to be any bod/ 
clfe. There's Ned Grovely, for inftance, who ie- 
perpetually curfing his ftars for not giving; him a^ 
good cftate like Dick Bamper; yet at the fame 
time, the univerfe would not bribe him zo ntake 
an exchange with Dick for legs* In the fame 
manner Dick is very miserable at the clumfinefs o£ 
bis calves, but neverthelefs hugS himfelfup in 
the recolledion that he can drink as much as any 
fnan in England at a fitting, and play an ad- 

jBnirable gjame at all-fou^r^; 

Yotx 
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YotJiciiow Sally Bromley in Pail-Mall who 
vtfijts at my mother's, and k Co terribly pitted with, 
the fmall poK^ ,Saily is to the lafl degree Unhappy 
on that account, and envies every woman with a' 
tolerable face 5 yet I have heard her frequently 
declare, that a fine fet of teeth was the firft of all 
the beauties ; and then objferved bow. (he turned 
round tb receive the unlverfal admiration with as 
much confidence as if (he was an abfolute dutchefs 
of Hamilton. In (hoi-t, let me go where 1 will, I 
can find nobody but what is the rara avis of felf- 
imaginftion: neither poverty nor. di£bafe can 
eradicate the confequential fomething of the bofom 
that li&& us to the pinnacle of diftindioo, and 
gives us fo]great a pre-eminence above our xieigh«« 
hours. I have known a man with a toilerabie 
voice refufe the acquaintance of a very defervin^ 
young fellow becaufe he could not fing j and hearet 
of an Oxford fcfaolar, who when he. was afked 
his opinion of Shakeipear, came out with a, p^to 
of difguft, and replied, the fejlow did not under* 
ftand Greek. 

When we confider thefe various foundations 
for happinefsj which providence has planted in the 
minds of all its creatures, we cannot help ad- 
miring the goodnefs of the divine Being, in mak-* 
ing bur very foibles a fource ojF felicity, and creat- 
ing fuch fountains of fatisfa(5lion from fuch in- 
confiderable Ineans. What gratitude is there not 
then due to fo atl-fufficiently wife and beneficent 
a hand ! Devotion itfelf is loft m admiration at fo 

ft upend uous 
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ftupenduou8 a bounty, and fcrcdy knows which 
inoit to .wonder- or adore. 

But notwithftanding we derive fo much pica, 
fcre froni the indulgence of particular foibles, we 
ought always to be micomoionly careful how w« 
taice any fatisfaaion in the indulgence of our 

fV ■/"' J^°^S^for a moment they owy 
afford us fome degr«,of felicity, are always pro- 
d«a.ve of anxiety and wretcbednefs in the end, 
Unfafhionablfi as the dodrineof virtue and mol 
rality may appear, experience hoif ever fully coni 
vmces us, that nothing elfe can lay a folid founl 
dauon for happinefs, and that every other bafis is. 
htera ly ipeaking, building on the Ld, and grafo- 
mg alone at emptinefs and air. 



Numb. XCVIII. Saturday, December ,1. 



I &Z> T ''1' °l''^"'«ion of Sir Richard 
J* Steels, thatm order to make a good fortune, 
u was neceffary to cariy the appearance of a„ 
eafy one. - The generality of mankind are alwava 
ready to refpea us in proportion, as th.y thS, 
opulent i and pay a veneration to our circum 
fiances which they frequently refufe to "uS" 
neuher the moft excellent underft^nding, nH^ 
moft benevolent heart are ever, t^ated wiXhalJ 

«he deference which the'arrog,„t.fwell of fortZj 
receives at our fcands; aniwc even paufe witH 
<legre« ofaweeiwc ,t t^e mcmioa of ten thoufanj 



pounds. 
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pounds, wk^n we fpeak with the greateft famU 
liarity of omnipotence, and jeft with the awful 
rnajcfty of oar God. 

• The mod whimfical felbw of this caft withr 
whom I ever have been acquainted, was poop 
Ralph HaVper ; Ralph had an unaccountable reP 
pt6k for rich men, though . he never expefled to 
reap a fingle fixpence from the happinefs of their 
circumftances ; and, though utterly out of bufinef* 
he would not be a day abfent from change for 
the univerfc ; it did him good, he affirmed, ta 
fee fuch a number of rick people aflembled to- 
gether, and the fareft way in the world ofgain-^ 
iag his heart was, to introduce him to any body 
poffefled of a large fortune. Whenever he tnet 
^ith a ftrange face in company, inftead of aflcing 

about character, the conftant queftion was, what 
is he worth ? and inftead of an enquiry about good 
fenfe, he never troubled himjelf about any tljing 
but what his name would bring at tfre bottom of 
a piece of paper. For a man with twenty thou- 
f?nd pounds he had always a low bow ; for one 
of fifty, a profound reverence 5 but if he found a 
perfon in poffeffion of a plumb, he was 'ready to 
pay him an implicit adoration. This unaccount- 
able peculiarity he frequently carried to very ridr- 
cplous extremes. One day, in particular, he met 
me in the city, and upon the feore of an old friend- 
{hip, infifted I fliould go home with him and eat 
a t3it of mutton ; I confented, but unhappily, as 

we cam« down Cheapfide^ be faw a fober quakef 
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on the oppofste fide of the ftreet, who kept a tal- 
Jow^chaadler's- (bop fomewhere in the jieighbour- 
.hood of Barbican'; on this gejitfetnan he had no 
foontv Axed his eye,' than totally forgetting that I 
was his gueft, he broke from me vyith all poffible 
hafte, faying, *^ My dear MK Babkr, , you muft 
*• excufe me -, yonder is a perfon worth thirty 
*^ thoufand pounds,! whom I would notmifs fpeak- 
** irig to fot the world 'y he has aiked me repeat** 
/^edly to dine with him, ai»d I thfftk iio\y is as 
** good a time as can bc-^—God Wefs you, Ifup- 
*' pofc we OiaUfee you at the clilb in: the evening/* 
I couLU not help laughing very heartily at 
Kalph's manner of behaving ;. and having nothing 
particular todo^ I took it into my. head to follow 
him a» clofe as I conveniently could without being 
obferved* I had not, however, gone above a hun- 
dred yards, before he gave an inftant fpring acrofe 
the kennel,, to a freflx face, and calling out to his 
little friend the Quaker^ defired him to go on, for 
it was out of his power to dine with hiiti that day^ 
having fome very preffing bufinels to tranfadt, 
which till then had entirely efcapcd bis memory. I 
fhrewdly , fufpedted that this ne^ acquaintance was 
a man of rather greater fortune than the perfon 
for whom I had been fo ftrangely difcarded ; I was 
not deceived in my conjecture; he doped to fpeak 
to fomebody and Ralph likewife making a halt to 
wait for him, happened to meet my eye, and 
gave me a glance of no little fignificance. As I 

was paffing him t>yi be caught hold of my hand^, 

and 
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and afilired me, that, that talt gentlqm^n in blacky 
who was {landing at fuch a d,oor, was one of the 
worthieft fellows in. the kjng^op i for faiys Ralph» 
*< there is not a day he rifes,; bu^ wh^-tlie Is mafter 
'• of fixty thoufand pou<idst'' . 

In a few minutes R%lph and his friend pafied 
me by> and the odd mortal was acquiefcing to 
eyery thing he faid,- with fuch a humility of ref- 
fc(k^ that I chough'tJt.was^ wholly imprd>able he 
^ould. find, any freOi opportunity of ihifiting hh 
compaay ^«. ni^twithftii^ding the plaunbilky of ap^- 
pearances, however, in lefs than five minutes, he 
was in fall chace after a chariot that drove through 
St. Paur& Church-yard with the greateft: rapidity, 
and was fatd to belong to a Jewifh merch^ant, 
of the firft eminence, well known at that time 
for his intimate connexion with Sir Robert 
Walpole* 

If thepofleffion of a large. fortune could beftow 
ti^er worth or good ienfe, I fhould never be fur«> 
prtfed to fee the rich treated with the utmc^reff 
pe&i or had people even^but adiftant expefiation 
ef gaining ftny advantage from the opulence of 
their purfe-^proud acquaintance, fomething might 
be faid in their defence; but where without a 
ftadow of merit, or a hope of his conferring a 
favour, a man is next to be idolized, merely h^caufi 
lie Is matter of ten or twenty thoufand pounds, I 
own I cannot help being hurt at the littk-mind*- 
tdnefs bf his woifliippers, andmuft inevitably tax 

tbeni 
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them with a palpable poverty of fpirit^ if xiot a total 
want of underAandiog. 

' In the diffoiute reign of Charles the Fecohdy 
the celebrated Killigrew wasf One night atiuppiet 
with the Duke of BuckinghafBf Lord Doifett Loi>d 
Rochefter, and fonie Other nobleibeA of the mA 
eminent abilities ^ the latter^ by fome means, hapr 
pened to turn the conferfation on^ the great honour 
which Killigrew received, from the digmiy of Jiia 
company. The wag, who, notwithftattding the iar 
feriority of his rank, poflefl^,more real fenfe <kdft 
the whole groupe put together^ took all in gfxd 
part for fome time; tUI, at 1 aft, finding malt^cf 
grow a little ferioos^ he ftood up and d<livece4 
himfelf to the following effe^. ^< And, prAy ii^ 
^* lord, whence proceeds all tbSs migihty bomuf 
<< which I am thiMagiu to Mceive ? Fvom your^igr 
f < nity, I fuppofei and yoipr fbitune ? As to thefirft 
V you find, by M experience, that where tbecip 
^^ is a waat of worth, this gew-gaw of title woo'ft 
^' keep a man from contempt ^ a fool^ or a raftalpiy 
^' eqvally a fool and a rafisal, whether be is a plai^ 
^^ Killigrew, or a great earJ of Rocbi^elr : as tg 
'5 the fecond poiqt, your fortune i when you mak? 
** me the better for It^ why then it will teach me 
*'to'efteem you, till then don't inention it as.f 
** matter of the leaft importance to tnc ; for as long 
'< as I pay my reckoning, and receivje no obliga* 
<^ tions, in regard to circumftancea, I am company 
<^ for a Crefus, and would not fuffer an emp^cor 
«* tp treat me with the Ifaadow of a dilrefpe^ 
*' withia the walls of a tavcri." 
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I HAVE often dfelivered it as rpy opiniorr^ that 
one of the principal iridifcretions which any 
woman can poffibly be guilty of, is to. receive the 
addrefles of a lover, whom fhe does not mean to eii- 
t:ourage« If he happens to be-a worthy man, it 19 
ungenerous as well as cruel to keep htm in fufpenfe $ 
and he is too poor a facrtfice.even for her vanity, 
if he happens to be a fool ; but if a juft confi Jersr- 
ti6n for the lover does not more comnibniy excite 
an exalted (hare of benevoknice in the female bo* 
fom, it is Airprifihg that the' ladies are not more 
generally aAuated by a fendble regard for them- 
felves, fince tbis^ mdrfcrimin&te permiffion which 
they grant to the addrefles of an indifferent admirer, 
may very fatally injure them with- the real object 
of their efteem ; and give the man who has indeed 
the poffeffion of their hearts, but too much reafon 
for. imagining that the fame vahity might induce 
them cfter marriage to encourage that fafcinating 
voice of admiration, which was found fo exqui- 
iitely raviihing to their ears before, 
' It is a mighty pleafant notion which prevails 
among the greateft number of oiir young ladies, 
.that there is a fort of deftiny in love; and that it 
is utterly impoffible to refift the orders of their 
fate in the difpofition of their hearts. Perh^ips 
neither the army nor the play-houfe has deftroyed 

4be quiet of fo many bofoms as the belief of this 

delightful 
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delightful predeftination ; for a girl now-a-days, 
no fooner has a hankering after a fellow, but fhc 
imagines the ftars have been at work about her, 
and looks upon it as obeying the will of heaven 
to follow — the bent of her own inclinations. 

One thing inded very remarkable in the de- 
tifton of the ftars^ is, that it never lays any dif* 
agreeable reftraints upon the mind of a young 
woman ; on the contrary, with an unparallelled 
degree of good-nature, the ftars always give thoft 
orders which are moft certain of meeting ^ith her 
..own approbation, and are as tender of her repofe 
and fatisfa6tion, as (he can poffibly be herfelf. 
This exceffive complaifance in the ftars furni(hes the 
defigning and illiberal part of our fex with many op- 
portunities of 'gaining the moft mercenary or moft 
;infamous ends ; it enables tis to rob a woman not 
only of all filial affefUon, but to ftrrp her of her 
fortune and her honour, and puts it in our power 
not only to deftroy all her happinefs in this worlds 
but to endanger her everlafting felicity too. 
- That my f^ir readers may know with cer-» ' 
tainty, at what time the ftars begin to influence 
their conduA, I fliall fet down fome infallible 
rules which will ferve them upon all occafion^, 
and which, if rightly attended to, may poffibly 
prevent a thoufand inconveniencies to many indi- 
viduals, and a thoufand anxieties to many iamtlies* 
• First then — Whenever a young woman be»- 
gins to make fecret appointments with a m^} for 
the mere fake of chatting with him, and taking an 

agreeable 
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agreeable walk, lb& may be prmy confident that 
l)ie i^s are tbea debs^ting about the future difpo^ 
iition of ber life, ai^d tha^'fiie »s, in ^ feir way o^ 
^fmg her rcfuit^nr. 

Secondly-** Wbfzii^yer,9»B rej^rixces a Iqttf*^ 
jipoa the ; ful|»f^ of l^v^^ anfd dticltnes either pe- 
remptorily to ^bid the addreffes^ pf the. fendeiv 
or to difclofe.th^ affair to her friends, ihe may be 
fatisjBed 4bat her Aar$ s^e- very decekfuJ, ;and tbait 
tbej are x>nJy teil&p^^g h^ fe^ivff:<td»«doe£i af£d 
4li%race« There«)rc^j$:^ylottf.. Aloa^rfaasn^ 
pccafioa to b^ cooce^cW^^ wha ;wpuld nia&e tn tm^ 
exceptiooable bufbaod^ and ftw ever require the 
jTecrecjr of a anft^^ •qji^ thid hi»ad9 btU;tluiife wh^ 
have a de(i|pi4^9ft>l|«r boclavf <Ht:h!er. fectun^ 

Tfu;Bk^f^Yrr'W^nvivu(ti» is Uii^. dbontufae 
abieace of an^ pajticukur mant : nc^ed «tt feeing 
{Hm with any pUier Mfomiutt or ahgry atliearixig 
any part of his. condu A condemned.; tbefymptoms^^ 
ftrongly indicate that the ftars are going to deprive 
ner of her heart $ and it behoves her to be unt 
commonly attentive to the principles* and merit 
of the peribn for whom (he feels «thts p^rtiaUiy*- : 

And fourthly t— But if inftead of real 'worth* and* 
fine underAandiBg,theob}eAof this partiality (bouli 
be fafluonable only by his vices, and eminent only 
for his Icnowledge in the fuperficial^ of behaviour^ 
let her then if fl)e ^ould couateraA the imalignity 
cf her deftiny, and foar fuperidr. to -the ftars tbem- 
felyes ; let her exert her leafon to teit the grow* 

Hig tenderaeis from her heart ; and dbove every 

thing, 
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thing, if her favourite. has once in his life betrayed 
the confidence of any other womans let her hani(h 
-him inftaaidy from her fight, and , recollefl, that 
a-maB.-who has once violated the yews of love, is' 
iDO'defpicaible ever to: be loved at itlL 



^*i 
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To t^e ii ABL ER. 
SIR, 

IT 19 really furprifingl, whenr. we confider tliat 
tJie ^ojjebf the prefcnt age have juft the fame 
fenfes of tafte, fmell, and feeling, and juft the fame 
IftCuUies of hearing atld fight ^s their anceftors pof- 
ifeiTedi that there fhouid he Co wide a difparity in 
<heir manners, as almoff to fbrnifli a fiTppofition 
<hat we are quite a dififercht fpecies, and have no- 
thing in ottr compofitttn* that can indicate our 
^defcese, but tbemere fotm*of our progenitors. 

To be fure it mud- be acknovHedged, that oui^ 
devktioR ftfimfome manners of former ^ges^ tras i 
Very ftnfible proceeding, as mawy of thi antient 
cuftoms were infinitely too bal*barons tabe kept 
.tfp among a people who every ^y made fb rapid ai 
^ogrefs in M the deKcacies^'of brdeding which 
ednfBrtte the ftaffidari^of real g^ntiKty. Formerly 
i Huht fincerityj Frttle better than aBfMirtdfyrudei 
hiE?ls,'^w^3 the ciharaQefiftic idif the 't?mesVahJ everf^ 
itt^n thought hknfelf ofilifid tto-delWcrliiiy genuine 
. ^ • fentiments 
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agreeable waHc, ibe-aay be i»r€i«f qq/ ^ / 

l)ie fiars are thea debiitkig about th#f |. *" / 

fition of her life, a^ tha$-4ht j,/i | ^ 
jtofing her Tefwt^^t^our . ^/fl "^ 

Jipoa the : fu^iqa of |f.vv» ///# / ^ ?* •'^ 



/ 



jrempterily to /w^d th«» // ^ /|: a^ 

crtodifclofe.tbeaffittiv 'If^-f^ a*"- 

fatisfied ^hat her *»«?/ /* ^ ^ "^ *°"" 



they ai:p xwjy Ui<|^/ ;?' ^ -P»''«t 

4ii%ijac€* Th^f/l .emely well 

CQQ^&oa to J^f / -uc what we keep 

exceptioii^blr • polite^iers, nor a folly 

kcrecjf €^r' V ^c fupport from a principle of 

: Tij^' ^ refinement of the prefent age docs not> 
fiik» ^cTf content itfelf with making people-happy 
|Hfr ^Ajgir own opinions, but it recommends them 
• /I to the refpeS of the world, and raifes the moft 
-jjconfidtrMe charaflers to an inftant degree of 
j/gfiity; now-a-days it would be unpardonably 
vulgar to call a milk-womaa^ by any other appel- 
lation than that of a lady; and the meaneft artifan 
within the weekly-bills, if be happej;;is to want 
an apprentice, will publicly advertife for a young 
gentleman, A bit of lace upon a Waificoat, makes 
a fquire of a fellow who has not; fixpence in the 
world; and a paltry little eniigncy is as fure gf 
conferring the formidable word captain, as jf the 
owner had aftually given a thoufand guineas for 
a company. As tp ttM^ more elevated titles of 

knight. 



No. 100. The B A B L E R, 167 

knight, lord, marquis and duke, they are fo no- 
torioufly kept facred for men of ^rcal integrity and 
virtue, that complaifance neve;- has it in her power 
to degwde them by any cafual proftitution to the 
undeferving ; thefe, therefore, muft be exempted 
from the fe verity of animadirerAon, and fuppofed 
to continue in the fame priftine ftate of purity as 
when they were originally conferred upon our 
anceftors. 

But of all the deviations which we have made 
from the cuftoms of antiquity,"^ I kiiow of none 
which does a greater honour to oUr politenefs, than 
the judicious difregard which at this feafon of the 
year we ftew to a ridiculous feftiva), that ufed to 
be formerly celebrated with fo much folemnity by 
our progenitors : as the name of this feftival may 
poi&bly be forgotten among people of extraordinary 
elegance, it may not be amifs perhaps to obferve^ 
that it was called Christmas, and wasjield as 
an annual commemoration of the Deity's won- 
derful goodnefs in fending his only Son to tak^ 
upon him the form of human nature, and to make 
an awful attonement for the fins of' mankind. 
Among our forefathers^ this anniversary was con- 
fiantly confidered as a teft both of their principles 
as Chriftians, and their benevolence as men : an 
«vent which brought no lefs than everlafting hap« 
pinefs to all the world, they thought it improper 
to pafs without marks of particular jojr; and wer^ 
ambitious to imitate the benignity of their creator 
as far as their. abilities would 'reach, by exercifing 
! every 
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every ^ of benevolence between thenrfelyes. 
Hence at the return of Qhrtftmas the fighrng heart 
naturally expe£led a mitigation of its fbrrows; aoid 
it w^ reckoned nothjng more than a dutyi^o wipe 
away the tear of ^fRlQlon from the eye of diftrefs^ 
After the offices of charity were thus perforaaed, 
nothing prevailed but a univerfal feftivity ; and 
every face was either dilated with the emotioos of 
gratitude, or expanded with the more tamultous 
(enfatioAS of joy i a centinu^ tnlercourfe of the 
moft friendly nature fubfified between faimiy zttA 
family ; and in ibort, the aeknowledgements wbick 
were made for the mercy of the divine beings 
participating m (oma dtgret of a divtBe' feffvcmr^ 
^l (to ufe the poet's definkton of paradfe) qjMs 
harmony and love^ 

I N the prefent age, as we are nrach too polite 
to entertain any notions of religion, fo we arc 
much too (enfible to ihew aiyy folicitude about, the 
day in which tli^ almighty founder of what was 
pace a belief in this country, came mio the woiidi 
Infteadst therefore, of fending at this period to re* 
Ueve the./ons and dai^hters of calamity, we Ay 
where it is impoffible for Iheir lamentations to 
leach us ; and inftead of maintaining a feciid in^ 
fjercourfe with <akar neighboul-s, we lock ourfelves 
up, and give an unlimited fcepe to ehe glQomine& 
.of our own reflexions. Indeed a moft perfedl in* 
^timacy of cards aH this time goes on between us 
.and our acquaintance; we vifit one another in the 
moft unrefervod manner by mefi'age and comply 



,1 
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ment ; and are the deareft friends on earth, difough 

the negotiation of a couple of fellows in Uvery. - 

I F pofterity fhould happen to differ as widdlf 

from us, as we have differed from our forefathers^ 

I fuppofe in the courfe of a cent«fy -or two, it wlU 

be looked upon as inelegant, to know that* fuch 

a feftival as Chriftmas ever exifted, and thought 

prepofleroufly gothtc for a man to be acquainted 

with the names of his own familjri Politenefs maj 

render it neceifary perhaps to make a total revo-» 

iution in the affaks of the world ; and as now w« 

are aU ambitious of being reckoned men of fenfe^ 

it may then be the mode to appear in the real 

character of the prefent times, and the unverfai 

wiih of every man« like faoneft Dogberry, to be fet 

4lown a fool. 

Numb.- CL Saturday ^ January 2I 

T'o thi B A BL ER. 
SIR, 

IT was an excellent obfervation of the celebra-* 
ted Rochfoucault, that vice and virtue were 
never judged of in proportion to the real deformity 
of the one, or the native excellence of the other, 
but only in proportioo to the refpedive rank of 
thofe with whom either were to be found ; the dif- 
ference of flations always aggravating the enormity 
of the firft, or derogating from the beauty of the 
latter. 

Vol. 11. I ' That 
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That there is but too much foundation for the 
remark of this illuftrious writer, no man acquaint^ 
cd in ever fo fmall a degree with the world, can 
take upon him to difpute ; the fame acSlion, which 
in a tradefman would be mentioned as a matter of 
no merits in a ribbleman would be fpoke of with 
the higheft admiration. My worthy friends upon 
the change, feldom think there is any great com- 
pliment due to a mechanic for being pun£tual in 
difcharging what he owes ; but let me aflc, if they 
do not talk in raptures of a nobleman, a.t the 
court end of the town, if he happens to be un- 
faihionably remarkable in paying his debts. If 
k tradefman feduces an unhappy innocent from 
the paths of virtue, the crime is heightened in 
the blackeft dyes ; but let a man of faihion be 
guilty of the very fame a6);ion, and it finks under 
tlie fofteiiing appellation of modiih indifcretion 
or illiberal vivacity. If a general behaves gal- 
lantly in the field of battle, his reputation is im- 
mortal; but let a private centind perform the 
moft aftonrfhing prodigies of valour, the obfcuritjr 
of his fituation cifts a veil over his merit, we 
mention him perhaps a fecond time, and then 
confi^in him to oblivion ever after. 

Ira proper* examination was to be made into 
the cafe, this partiality on the fide of rank, would 
appear no lefs ridiculous than unjuft; for people, 
in the more elevated ftations of life, receiving an 
education that ought to teach them the nicer pro- 
prieties of behaviour in a manner fuperior to the 

ordinary 
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ordinary clafTes of mankind, are conrequentIy%ound 
to a driver obfervance of their duty than thoTe by 
whom they are not fo perfeftly underftood. Yet 
fuch we fte is the depravity of the age, that thofe 
claim the wideft difpenff^tion from their moral 
obligations,' who ought to be beft acquainted with 
the neceffity of their being difcbarged ; and tbofe 
only are rendered inexcufable, who, from their 
education and rank in: life, are neither fo con* 
vlnced of the neceffity, or fo. happy, in the meaojs. 

W A s a poor ignorant foot- boy to blafpfaeme his 
Maker, the crime would be confidered in it's pro- 
per colours; but<lhouId his mafter take the fanie 
liberty with the divine Being, it would be reckoned 
no more than a lively ftroke of wit, or the cafual 
refult of a fprightly imagination. We have lately 
ken a poor man publicly puntflied for fpeaking too 
freely of Mofes^s legation ; while a Bolingbroke 
has been held in general admiration, though be 
denied the diviner miSion X)( .Cbrs/l, Happy itow« 
ever is it for the meaner orders of people, that they 
are bound to a rectitude of behaviour from which 
their fuperiors think themfelves exempted by the 
indulgence of the laws ; as the wholefome reftric- 
tion which they live under in this world, will be 
of infinite advantage to their fituation in the next* 

But to condemn the prefent asra only, for this 
glaring partiality to rank, would be injuftice ta 
ourfelves. •— Thehiftory of all ages, and the annals 
of all 'nations, are fraught with examples where 
th^ vices of the low. are drefied up in the moft ag«. 

I 2 • gravating 



rft The B a B L E R* No. lor. 

^ravating light, and their virtues z% conftantly fup- 
preiled.— Patriots and poets, heroes and philofo- 
phers, owe as much to their rank as to their abili- 
ties ;^ unlefs they lived at particular periods where 
they were 'uncommonljc rare, or had indeed an 
uncommon fhare of abilities to recommend them. 
Had not Ovid been a man of fafhion, his wri- 
tings would not have putlived hiiiifelf, not- 
withftanding his egregious vanity; but his rank 
fiamped a fort of merit upon him in his days, and 
hence they are looked upon with admiration in 
ours I nor would the immortal Marcus Brutus 
have ever been handed down with reverence to 
pofterity, had he, like the unhappy Mr. Felton^ 
been only an obfcure lieutenant of foot* 

As I have touched upon patriotifm, I (ball beg 
leave t« conclude my paper with as great an in- 
ftance of patriotifm as hiftory can poffibly pro- 
duce, though the patriot was no more than an ig* 
norant malefactor, who fufFered for a highway rob- 
4)ery when the neceffity of the times bad left his 
family without bread* 

The third of June, 1734, one Michael Car- 
mody, a journeyman Weaver, was executed in the 
county of Cork, in Ireland. His branch of bu- 
finefs had been long in a very declining way, 
owing to the wearing of cottons, which was^highly 
li^ftruiSive to the woollen manufa&ory, and in ge- 
{leral injurious to the kingdom. -^ The criminal 
was drefled in cotton, and not only the hangman, 
but the gallows was decorated in cotton too. 

When 
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When Carmody was brought to the place of exe- 
cution, his whole thoughts were turned upon the 
diftrefles.of his country, and, inftead of making 
u(e of his laft moments with the prieft, the poor 
fellow addreiled the furrounding multitude in the 
following extraordinary oration : 

•* Give ear, O good people, to the words of a 
•* dying (inner ; I coilfefs I have been guilty of 
^^ many crimes that neceffity obliged me to commit, 
**' which ftarving condition I was in, I am well 
*^ afiltred was occafioned by the fcarcity of money 
*^ that has proceeded from the great difcouragement 
^' of our woollen manufafiures. 

^* Therefore, good chriflians, confider that if 
^f you go oato Aippre&your own goods by wearing 
.^* fuch cottons as I am now cloathed i|i, you wtll 
•' bring your country into mifery, which will con- 
•• fequently fwarm with fuch unhappy malefaftors 
•* as your pvefent obje£l is, and the blood of every 
^^ miferable felon that will hang, (after this warn- 
*^ ing from the gallows) will lie at yoilr doors. 

•* And if you have any regard for the prayers of 
<* an expiring mortal, I beg you will not buy of 
^* the hangman the cbttop garments that now adorn 

the gallows, becaufe I can't reft quiet in my 

grave if I Jhould fee the very things worn that 
•* brought me to mifery, thievery, and this . un- 
** timely end ; all which I pray of the gentry to 
•• hinder their children and iervants, for their own 
*^ characters fake, though they have no tendernefs 
•* for their country, becaufe none will hereafter 

I 3 *' wear 
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** wear Cottons, but oyfterwomen, crsminals,^ 
** whores, huckfters^ and common hangmen." « 

I SUBMIT to'the reader of judgment, if fenti- 
ments of a more patriotic nature could heave from 
th6 bofom of a Sidney or a Ruflel, than what 
. breathed in the coarfe unftudied harangue of this 
Unfortunate malefador. At the very hour of death, 
in the immediate apprehenfion of an eternity, dreft 
up in all the horrors of popifli bigotry and fuper- 
ftition : J fay, at fuch an hour, an ignorant, poor 
wretch* to^be only mindful of his country*s welfare, 
is a greatnefs of foul fuperior to the mof^ celebrated' 
ftoic of antiquity, and throws ev€n the Cato of 
TJiica m a fcale of comparative* cowardice, was' 
there a pojQibility of a paralicl. But, as Mr*^ Pope 
beautifully faysf . . 

*Tis from higH life KigK charadlers arc drawn, 

A faint ia crape is twice a faint in lawn ; 

A judge is juft ; a chanc'lbr jufler ftiU'; 

A gownfman learn'd ; a bifhop-^ what yjOjp will r 

Wife if a minifler ; but if a king»- 

Morewife ; more juft ;. more learn'd ; more ev'ry thing* 

In life's low vale, the foil the virtue's like, 

They pleafe as beautiesj; here, as wonders flrike : 

Though the fame fan, with all diffufive rays, 

Blufh in the rofe, and in the diamond blaze. 

We own the ftronger effort of his pow'r. 

And always fct the gem above the fiow'r. 



Numb. 
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Numb. ClI. Saturday j January 8. 



To the B A.B L E R. 



S I R, 



IH A V E not been more pleafed a long time^ 
than at reading one of your late papers relative 
to the general abfurdity of toafiing; you have 
very juftly obierved, that in proportion as any 
kingdom is inclined to drinking it is barbarpus of 
courfe, and have^ with the greateft reafon imagi* 
liable, eftimated the underftanding of every people 
by the criterion of fobriety. 

My motive for taking fo particular a notice of 
that paper Mr. Babler, is my being married to as 
worthy a little man as any within the weekly bills, 
who has one unhappy propenfity, and that is an 
invincible attachment ^o the glafs^ — At a very 
early period he was introduced into life, and com- 
menced an acquaintance with a fet of fubaltern 
worthies, who were diftinguiflied by the name of 
danwCd honeji fellows^ and always placed the fummiC 
of human felicity in the midnight roar of a tavern. 
Having through fome unaccountable infatua* 
tions imbibed an extraordinary opinion of this 
hopeful clafs of gentlemen, he always regulated 
his condu£l, not by what the conilderate part of 
mankind was* likely^ to think of his behaviour, 

14 but 
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but by what it was probable the little circle at the 
Biaek Swftf^wouki be mcliiied to im a g ine at ik^ 
next meeting ; hence there was fcaKie an abfurdity 
into whicb he did not launch wkh an exquifite re« 
lifh, nor an Irregularity which he did not look, 
upon as a mark of fuperior underftanding ; he got 
upon the table to fing ^^ When forc'd from dear 
*^ Hebe to go," and burned his wig out of honour 
Ao the royal family ; every battle which our armies 
gained abroad was fure to keep him in a conftant 
ftate of intoxication for a fortnight^ till by iil« 
iieffimtly pledging the health of our various gallant 
commanders be had almoft intirely exhattfted faj^ 
own. 

By this time bis friends thought it abf(JuteIy 
necefiary that he fliould look oi^ for a wife and 
take up ; by means of an old family conne6ltony 
I was the ikft per(pn propofed to bim ; his rela* 
tions fpoke to mine, fettled tbe affair^ and we were 
iharried- in about three months : for-near fix weeb 
thete was not a oiore tlomeftic man4n tbe uriU 
verfe; he fupped regularly at home, drank a chear- 
i^l pint or played a game at cards with two or three 
orderly fViends in the neighbourhoods but un- 
luckily this mode of living was two unexceptiona- 
abje to laft for any continuance ; a favourite com* 
panion of his came accidentally to town, took him 
out one evening to the Black Swan and rekindled 
that rage for underbred feflivity, which originally 
led him into fuch a perpetual round of excefs ; he 
now went out every nighty and feldom returned 

till 
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till two or three in the morning ; my fears for bim 
kept me continually up till he came home^ and 
then I had the pleafure of receiving him in fuch 
a pickle as is much more eafy for a gentleman to 
imagine than it is either poi&ble or proper for me 
todefcribe: fuiEce it, howerer^ that he was in- 
. toxicated every night, and every day underwent 
a moft fevere indipofition, to recruit himfelf for the 
-fatigues of the next evening. 

This has been the cafe, Mr. Babler, for almoft 
five years, and you can fcarcely fuppofe how mi- 
ferable I have conftantly been from his ridiculous 
mode of proceeding ; yet. Sir, though I flatter my- 
felf that I am capable of adviflng him pretty much 
for his benefit, I have never prefumed to fay a fitv- 
gle fyllable ; let the admonitions of a wife be ne- 
ver fo tender or refpecSlful, they are always looked 
. upon as fo many indiretSi commands ; and a huf- 
.band is immediately fet down among the hen* 
pecked fraternity, if he pays the leaft attention to 
her advice, however neceflary for the intereft of 
his fortune or the credit of his underftanding. 

I AM forcibly led, Mr« Babler, into a commu- 
nication of family-aiFairs, becaufe I do not choofe 
to lay the folly of my bufband's behaviour imme- 
. diately before himfelf, and have no friend what- 
' foever on whom I could rely for the proper execo* 
tton of fo difficult a taikj every body fuppofes, be- 
caufe I have the key of the cafb, and am never 
checked ibr laying out what money I think proper, 
that I muft be a very happy woman : but, alafs,. 

I 5 Mr. 
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Mr. Babler, the cafe is widely different, my huf- 
band has to be fure a thoufand good qualities ; 
but do thefe qualities fecure him from broils in the 
hour of intoxication ; or prevent him from being 
contemptible in the interval of excefs ? About a 
week ago he came home to me with his eye almoft 
cut out, by a drinking«glafs, which was thrown- 
at him for refufing a particular toaft ; and no later 
than laft night, he was brought to the door in s 
coffin, upon the ' (houlders of four companions, 
who, by way of dirge, fung the roaft beef of Old 
England as they carried him, while the helplefa 
poor creature at the end of every ftanza endeavour* 
ed to raife himfelf up, and chorus withy '^ O the 
*' rare EngliOi roaft beef/* 

My hufband's health every day decaying^ 
through thefe irregularities, and his cbaraQer likC'-^ 
wife finking into contempt ; I beg, Mr. Babler, 
you will tell him that the name of an honeft felloWj 
or the applaufe of a noify room U but a^ poor com- 
penfation for the facrrfice of his life, and the ruift 
of his family ; tell him, Sir, that bis companions 
are people who cannot poffibly have the leaft regard 
for him, becaufe they are deadjo every confident* 
tion for themfelves— a rational entertainment they 
are utterly unable to enjoy, becaufe they are never 
happy till reafon is totally deftroyed ; tell him, 
Mr. Babler, in (bort, that life is a matter of much 
ittiportance, and (hould never be laughed away for 
the applaufes of a fool : next to being a block- 
bead himfelf, the greateft impeachment of his .ua- 

derftandio^ 



No, 103. The B A B L E R. 179 

^erftanding is to aflbciate with block-heads ; and 
next to being a profligate himfelf, the greateft re- 
flexion upon his heart is to throw away his time 
upon men of profefled irreligion and immorality. > 

I am. Sir, &c* 

MARIA. 

'- ■ ' 

Numb. CIII. Saturday^ January 15. 

THE high and mighty lords of the creation 
are for ever valuing themfelves upon the fu- 
perior dignity o£ their fex, and not only deny the 
poor wopien any thing like an equal (hare of un- 
derftanding with themfelves^, but even refufe to 
ratify their claim to an equal degree of principle | 
as if it was not fufiicient to entertain a contempt- 
tible idea of their intelleds, without edablifhing 
as mean an opinion of their hearts. Hence has 
the notion of female friendfliip particularly, been 
an ebje£l of conftant ridicule to every fafliionable 
writer^ h^nce have we been a thoufand time^- 
afiured, that a laced cap^ or an elegant pair oT 
ruffles, was a matter confequential enough to break 
the ftrongefi bonds of efteem that ever fubfified 
between two of the moft fenfible women in the 
univerfe; and hence it has been afierted, that 
there is no poffibiUly for their intercou*rfe to fub^ 
fift a iingle moment after each of them had en- 
tertained a favourable fentiment about the fame 

UAXU 

Without 
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WiTHovT once ftriving to refute any of thefc 
|iofttcons> I (hall only lament that the gentlemen 
h9YC not endsavoured to ghre fome teftimanies in 
fuppoit of their own coadu^l, before they at- 
tempted in this good-natured manner to caft the 
.firftAone; becaufibit rs rather unfortunate that the 
charge fo ftrongly urged againft the ladies, fhould, 
at the fame time* exift with infinitely more juftice 
againft themfelves: let us, however, for argu- 
ment, fuppofe, that the friendfhip of two women, 
«xtr^mely worthy in every other refpe£t, is capable 
■of being entirely broken, by the minutefl: circirm- 
ftance which we can pofllbly conceive ^ fltll, will 
not a nK>ment's examination of the other fex con- 
vince us, that their b'oafted friendfliips are equally 
Jiable to the ftrongeft interruptions from caufes 
•equally trivial; and that men of the beft under- 
ftanding frequently run into the moft dangerous 
•exceffes, from circumftances generally more def- 
^icable, and always as abfurd. 

I READILY grant that it is very ridiculous in 8^ 
:woman to break ofF all manner of connexion with 
an intimate acquaintance, merely becaufe this ao- 
4)uaintance may unfortunately happen to be better 
drefled ; but is it not to the full as ridiculous for 
a couple of fellows, who perhaps poflefs the moft 
Yxalted underftandings, and are befides in all pro- 
bability, entrufted with a. part of the national weI-« 
•fare, to fall out about the niceties of a horfe^ 
^match, or to difagree about the fuperior excellenos 
of a game cock ? Undoubtedly yes 5 and thoughl 

(hail 

f 
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(ball not even pretend to exgdpate the ladles where 
Ihey chance t^ be rivals, at)d fuffer their refeot- 
ment to tranrpprt them beyon$l the bounds of dif- 
cretion i ftill I Xk'ivk it much more ^xpufable wheni 
tbe^ have a little Icene of altercatt^ ^bou^ z 
worthy man, than wh^n ti^e lords of the cr^tioa 

. proceed to cut one another's tljkroats about fooae 
infamous firumpet whom they both look upon witb 
an equal degree of contempt.. 

This being the cafe then ; . in the name of won* 
der whence comes it that the poor women ^re 
eternally condemned for the rnftability of jheir 
friendfhips, when this very inftability h carried to 

. excefles infinitely more criminal as well as ridicu* 
lous among ourfelves ? Are the lords of the human 
kind> with all the mighty fuperiority of their wif- 
dom, to be continually indulged in the commiifioa 
of errors^ of which the meaneft driveller among 
the ignorant wretches of the other fex would be lO' 
the-laft degree afliamed? Alas! the ladies may 
cry out with the lion in the fabk, it is well that 

. the men are the only painters on this occafion, ©r 
the tables would be inftantly reverfed f ' 

We may blame the caprices of the women as 

we pleafe, and cenfure their abfurdities as we think 

proper; but our partiality will .never be able to 

change the pofitive nature of things : few of their 

lollies are evermore than ridiculous ; few of our 

. own are. ever lefs than criminal ; how heartily do 

' we laugb> wberv a couple of ignorant girls, as we 

. call tfaiemj have the leaft di&gceement and break 

out 
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out into altercation ; yet, which of ourfelves would 
not imagine lie was bound in honour to refent the 
moft unguarded cxpreflion of vehemence in a 
friend, even at the hazard of his life in this worM, 
and the rifque of his eternal happinefs in the nextf 
The quarrels of the women, as they are ge- 
nerally lefs abfurd in their beginrvings, fo their re^ 
fcntments are generally more fenfible too : Where 
a lady has received an offence, (he feldom does any 
thing more than withdraw her acquaintance, and 
treat the perfon who offers it with a proper degree 
of contempt. The regard (he entertains for the 
dFgnity of her fex, renders it unpardonable to go 
further : but the lord of the creation is, by the fa- 
perior degree of his fpecies, allowed a right of 
-plunging into the deadlieft crimes; and by his ex- 
alted underftanding, a privilege of committing the 
groffeft abfurdities: if he happens to meet with a 
flight injury, he infifts upon giving his enemy af> 
opportunity of doing him an irreparable one ; and 
muft wafh away the imaginary diftonour, either 
with the blood of hrs antagonift or his pwn. To 
be fure, it is rather hard to take away the life of a 
friend for a cafual vehemence of temper; and ra- 
ther ftrange to reduce one's felf to a level with a 
perfon from whom we have received an< offence. 
But what of that ; the glorious inconfiffency of 
manhood obliges us to z& in contradidion to our 
yeafon ; and th6 fear of a laugh fronr a blockhead, 
is infinitely more terrible than the vengeance of our 
God ! We all of usy in (hort^ are ready to run a 

maa 
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man through the body, who calls us either a fcoujf- 
4rd or a fool; though the invariable ttnor of our 
condu£l indicates the ftrongeft ambition for both 
of thefe refpeftablc charaAers i^^nd we are infinite* 
ly more offended at being fuppoftd either a rafcal 
or an idiot, than at being abfoiutely th^ very thing 
itfelf. 



'M 
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SIR, 

HAVE rea d Mr. Johnfon's celebrated preface 

to Shakefpear with much attention, and thougl^ 

I look uponiton the whole as a very mafterly 

^ piece of writing, yet I think in fome places he has 

dealt rather uncandidly with his author ; and in 

. others argued not a little repugnant to reafoil, in 

his defence. 

JVIr. Johnson in the firft place gives Shakefpear 
very little credit for his tragedies, and calls them, 
in more places than on^, rather the confequence of 
kbour than the efFeft of genius. There is to be 
fiire great deference due to the opinion of fo learned 
a commentator 5 but yet with all poiTible refpeA 
to Mr. JohnfoR^ the opinion which he here pro- 
nominees is nothing more than bare ^flertion, aiyl 
confequQntiy cannot be admitted as abfolute proof; 
for my own part I know fevcial gentlemen of tbe' 
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^rft abilities, who declare, that Shalcefpear's trage- 
dies are replete with ftich beauties as everjr difpaf- 
ikirtate reader mud allow to be the (pontaneous re- 
.fult of the moft cxajted imagination i in fz&y it is 
the genuine force of genius, which admidft fuch 
a heap of abfurdities, renders his tragedies fo uni- 
verfally admired ; and gives them fo prodigious a 
fuperiority over all the other poets that ever ap- 
•speared in this country. 

Ir a queflion of this kind the feelings of a man^s 
fmn heart are infinitely better judges than the moft 
elaborate arguments of the firft fcholar in the king* 
dom 5 we may be frequently loft in the mazes of 
erudition, and be led into a thoufand perplexities 
in the immediate purfuit of perfptcuity ; but the 
iedincs never can draw us into any miftake ; when 
the voice of nature calls at our bofoms we may be 
certain that genius is not very far off, however 
Ihe may appear clogged with an uncouth heavinefs 
.of expreffion, or a ^qtal difregard of the unities. 

Indeed, if Mr. Johnfon means that the ver- 

fification^ ncceffary for tragic poetry, muft be more 

laboured than the familiar ftile of comedy, where 

every man converfes as if he was in common com* 

pany, — his obfervation may have fome weight— 

rbut ftill it will be no impeachment of Shakefpear's 

. genius for tragedy : every body knows that verfc 

•requires more attention than profe; and nobody 

^is abetter judge of this truth than Mr. Johnfon.- 

All therefore, that the remark can prove upon the 

whole is, that Shakcfpear being more confined to 
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verfe in his tragic than in. his comic compoiitions^ 
who neceflarily employed a greater portion of tinte 
in writting the former than the latter V . and might 
confequently, in a comparative fenfe, be faid to la»- 
l>our at bis tragedies. That this is the real ftate of 
the cafe, whoever has read him> with any degree of 
care^ will readily confef^ > for wherever he has in- 
troduced verfe into bis comedies, we find juft the 
jkme toil after the nicety of exprei&on, as we fee 
lie has ufed in the mc^ diftrefsful of his oppofice 
l>erformanceSf 

It mvft undoubtedly be allowed, that in all the 
!^erfific9t<on Qf Shak^fpeat) there i& a ftifFnefs wiiich 
frequently. sy^pe^rs difagreej^bly uncouth or ndieu- 
Joufly afl^ed : \mt when we confider at bow early 
A period tbi^ f reat man wrote, ioftead of being 
furprifed Ibat w« m^et it fc^ often, we ought to be 
^oni(bed at not meeting it oftener ftilL Qur 
Janguage wa$ then dimoft in it's, infant y^andveife 
sv^n(^d the band of experieiice to poliib .it ittto 
Jiarcppny 9nd gr^ce. fx^lted therefore, :a3 Aeg^ 
nius of Shakdpcar was, be could, not work lai* 
xacles, nor take upon him to.give that meUifluence 
to numbers which was. only to be obtamed fromi 
the ripening t^ndernefs of time. 

M&. Joi^Ns.OK having urged this pbjedlion 
againft th^ tragedy of Sbldcefpear, he telb us,.tb|t 
in comedy this great man was paffionately fond of 
a quibble, and in drder.to ring the changes of a 
^iefpicable witticjfm upon a word, be would frig^ 
quemly facrifice both juftuefs of expreifio% and n^-* 

tural 
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tural propriety* To be fure I muft acknowledge 
that Shakefpear was rather too much addiAed to 
this error ; but Mr. JohnfoiV)' while he indulged 
the feverity of the critic, ought to have maintained 
the candour of the commentator ; ht (hould have 
Gonfidered that this mode of quibbling was the 
literary vice of the time, and th^t confequently the 
whole era was more to be cenfured than any in* 
dividual who gave into the abfurdity. Every age 
has fome certain fpecies of wit to diftinguifli' it; 
and this wit> the ableft authors muft fometimes 
fiudy with attention^ but none more particularly 
than thofe who write for the theatre ; a popular j'okt 
has more than once turned the fortune of a piece ; 
and in the early periods of the drama, before the 
tafle of the people was tollerably eftabliflied, it 
^night be neceiTary to countenance a general foible 
for the fake of fecuring a general approbationr A 
dramatic writer, unlike all others, has his fate 
frequently depending on the whimfey of an au^ 
dience ; and therefore it is fometimes dangerous to 
combat with received prejudices. If a conjedure 
might be hazarded, I fliould imagine that this was 
Shakefpear's opinion ; for after he had fully fixed 
bis chara£ier with the world, we find him in feveraf' 
of his pieces finding fault with the quibbling pro« 
penfity of the times, and telling us that, 

" Every fool can play upon a word." 
O N thefe accounts I (hould imagine that where 
Shakefpear condefcends to fport upon words he 
lias a great deal to be faid in hi» extenyation ; 

and 
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and therefore I cannot agree with Mr. Johnfon^ 
diat a quibble was the Cleopatra for which he was. 
content to facrifioe the worM ; Ance had he made 
that the fole obje£b of his admiration, he would 
have loft that world in a very little time inftead 
of keeping it, as he has done for near a couple of. 
centuries, without any thing like theihadow of a,/ 
competitor. 

Having thus animadverted upon Mr. Johnfon^s- 
capital objections to Shakeipear, I fhall make one^ 
ebfervation upon his defence of that illuftrious 
writer, with refpedt to the general difregard of 
unity, which appears in his productions. The 
unities, or the confiftency.of times and place> Mr», 
Johnfon, feems to think as matters of no great 
importance in dramatic reprefentationir* It h 
impoffible, argues this learned commentator, for 
any. ipeCtator to fuppofe that a ftage and a few 
fcenes are in fa£t either Athens or Rome ; and it 
is alfo impoffible for an auditor to imagine a Timon 
or a Csefar can now be aCtually prefented to our 
tieWf who have been dead fueh a number of cen- 
•turies ; of confequence, infers Mr. Johnfdn^ the 
prefervation of time or a place can be no- way 
elTential, fince every body is fenfible that the whole 
reprefentation is nothing^ more than an agreeable 
ftory, calculated entirely for the amufcment of the 
•public. 

With great diiFerence, however, to Mr. John- 
fon's fentiments, I muft remind him that the prin* 
cipal pteafure^ which arifes from any play^ arife»< 

frofl». 
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from -a fuppofition of its being a reality. We alt 
know that we fit to fee a fet of people paid for 
the pubic entertainment; yet we alio know that 
iVnlefs we infetifibly lofe every idea of their real 
perfons and employments, we imagine either that 
they perform extremely ill, or that the play is a 
.very infipid prodtt&ion* If then in the appearance 
of the actors we wifli to fee probability preferved, 
why (hould we not expe£l this probability in the 
irircumftances of time and place ;-«« the more pro- 
Jbability is kept up, the eafier we ace deluded into 
.what we wifli; ai)d c<mfequent|y the more pro- 
tperly a a author coafults the neiaterial bufinefs of 
tbe drama ; when we alfo add to this that the unities 
'Xn»f do mudi good, and caanot poffibly be pro* 
sduAive of tht finalleft difadrantage, I don't fee 
how a fiogle argumeat can be urged iq iavom: ^f 
\Mr. Jobnfon'^ hyf>otbefisy to bave the leaft .weight 
:witihan uitelligent reader. 

Whsh I look back and fee what I hare ^lid^ 
I am abfolutely iElruck with my own prefumption 
•in eonf rad^^ag fuch a writer as Mr. Johnfon> hut 
-as: I am not ftimulated either by petulance or va- 
nity, lam tempted to venture it for the public 
opinion;, and perhaps if it (hould be favourably 
i^eceiyedi you may hear again from yours, &c. 

ANIMADVEI?.TOR* 

Numb. 
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K U M B. C V. Saturday^ January 29. 

AMONG the feveral branches of oratory 
which have been lately taught by the cele^ 
brated Mr. Sheridan, I am not a litcle fttrprifed 
that he bias ftruck out no fpecies of this valuable 
icience for the ufe of the bar^ nor thought of the 
proper method of inftfufiing a pupil bow to becomes 
a fliining ornament to the long robe, notwith*^ 
ftanding the variety of elxamples v^hi^h he.nnght 
find in this kingdom. Perhaps Mr. Sheridan majr 
fuppofe a good education, a fortunate memory^ 
and a florid delivery, the principal re^nifites to 
form an orator for the bar. If he does, he is voiy 
much miftaken ^ for, to the honour of the pvefvnt 
era be it fpoken, we are bleft with an infinite nuoi- 
ber of eminent lawyers who have become a Credit 
to the profeifion without either education or ni€<« 
mory, and indeed almioft witbou^t any inttiMtYf 
at all. 

Nor are the gentlemeninqueftion mor^ gene* 
rally diflinguifhed for their genius and abilities^ 
than remarkable for their learning and elocution \ 
on the contrary, they are univerfally acknowledged 
to be incumbered with no great load of intelleAual 
faculties: a happinefs which they themfelves feem 
fo fenfihle of, that they fcorn to lay a claim to any 

qualification befides an inflexible kind of iinpu* 

dence 
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dence which is known under the fafliionable title 
.of the BonfronU 

As I have paid fome attention to the cuftomary 
praAice of thefe gentlemen, efpecially in the moft 
material of all points, the examination of witneiTes 
upon life and death, I ihall take the liberty -of lay- 
ing down fome invariable rules for ^he benefit' of 
fiudents, a tollerable adherence to which is more 
likely to render them/ronfpicuous at the Bar, than 
the elocution *of a Cicero or the Equity of a 
Yorke. 

Ik thefirft place, let it be a fundamental maxim, 
with every ftudent, that a lawyer (who (hould be 
a gentleman and a chriftian) ought upon all oc- 
^caiions, to (hew a perfect contempt for decency and 
.good manners, and maintain a laudable infenfibi- 
lity to every tender feeling which is a credit to the 
human breaft.-— It is beyond the poffibility of a 
doubt, if belays this principle for the foundation of 
bis condluA, but he muft, in a little time, rife to 
;he dignity of a filk gown, and pave a ready way 
to an ermin*d robe,* arid a title-giving perriwig, 
, Up^n no account, let a love of jtifttce imperti- 
nently intrjude itfelf into his thoughts, or make 
him imagine a moment, that whatever fide of the 
quefiion he engages to fupport is not infalliably 
the beft :— Let the robber confefled be fuppofed an 
unfortunate fufferer from malice or mtftake s the 
catamite on record a perfon fcandaloufly accufed $ 
and the hand yet reeking with the blood of inno* 
pence, th^ infirumentof ajuftice too precipitate, or 

at 
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at moft the infii£ter, though of an illegal, yet aa 
equitable revenge. 

If an evidence compelled to appear againft his 
client gives a teftimony fair and unfullied as the 
ibul of truth, every means muft be made ufe of to 
confound and perplex him; every expedient of 
infolence and chicanery pra^lifed to make hm 
prevaricate ; and if by fome mafterly ftroke there 
fliould be a pof&bily of making him feem perjured^ 
this violation of all law, this murder of all juftice 
{hall fave the villain from the gibbet^ and render 
the lawyer immortaL 

With regard to evidence there are two methods 
of examination which muft never be forgot : if 
the perfon to be examined is a poor ignorant ruftic^ 
or fome aukward artizan, he muft be conftantly 
reminded that he is on his oath, and frightened into 
an acquiefcence with fome neceflary circumftance, 
which the council (hall good-naturedly make for 
him, to render the former part of his teftimony 
inconfiftent, apd occafioo the whole to be fet afide s 
if this fhould not be fufScient to anfwer the lauda- 
ble purpofe in view, a number of hard and diffi- 
cult expreffions may be feafonably introduced, the 
lawyer may alfotell him ^^Toufaid fo or fey Sir^ " 
{the confeffions which he wanth imto maVe) till the 
poor fellow, terrified at the thoughts of his oath 
and aknoft ignorant of what he fays, either in 

his fear or confufion (haH acknowledge that he did* 
On the contrary, when a gentleman Converfant 

ivith the principles, though unacquainted with ^hp 

infamous 
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infamous arts of the taw, is to be called as a witnef;;, 
he mud be treated with fcurrih'ty and abufe: be muft 
be called ^* ynt felktv, " zni alked the meaning 
cf every obvious word in order to roufcbis indig- 
nation and throw htm off his guard.*— The mo- 
ment hifi anger appears5 lihe council in examina- 
tiou, muft be fureto keep it up5 and by convenient 
i^petktons of the moft provoking and d^frogatory 
expfit&Msr he. can think cf, render hrm incapable 
Off giving a clear t^ftinnoDy) and fo invalidate every' 
thing he facj's. 

If it is his fortune to be on the fide of the Crown, 
let him follow Che method already laid down of 
exai^ining a witnefs, and though the prifoner's in- 
nocence be apparent as the fun, take every poffible 
itoeaite of c6twiding him, as it "vvill be highly to his 
i^eputation if he CHA get him caft* His abilities re- 
ceive an additional luftre from his dexterity in the 
fiipp^ffion of JulHce, and bis charaftcfr will be 
eftabli(hed for life, if the guiltlefs unfortunate 
Aould be hanged. — ^Let Mm moreover fport with 
the hop^s and fears of jhe unhappy wretch thus 
tottering on the verge of lifa, and humanely try 
every expedient to aggravate his mifery, by occafio^ 
hal puns and wutifcifnis' on fuch circumftances in 
the courfe of the trial, <a& may give him thefmalleft 
opportunity for a ftrbke. 

There are noili confequences to be apprehended 
by any (ludent, and no refentment to be dreaded from 
the court, from this method of going on j for, now- 
a-days, lawyers talk before a Bench of Judges, 

the 
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the immediate reprefentativcs of God and the 
King, with the fame illiberal freedom as the re(- 
pe£ilab]e Orators of Billingfgate j andufe every ar- 
tifice for the fuppreffion of truth, as if it was cri- 
minal for juftice to be fatisfied, and abfolutely ne- 
teflary for Robbers and Murderers to make a tri- 
tirnphant cfcape. — In flavifh countries indeed, 
uninfpired by a fentiment of liberty and honour, 
the man who would take upon him to brow beat 
an evidence, would ftand a chance of lofing his 
•head, and a Judge who would fufFer it, mighty 
•feel fomething more than a public difgrace.— But 
'in thefe happy regions the pcrfon infulted in the 
caufe of juftice, is the only one expofcd to pu- 
nifhment, which he has more than a probability of 
undergoing, (hould he have the infolence to com- 
plain of being fcandaloufly treated, to the court. 

N y M Ji. CVI. Saturday^ January 5. 

nr^ HERE is an unaccountable ambition among 
the generality of people, to enhance the con- 
fequence of their pofterity, though at their own 
expence ; and there is fcarcely a father within the 
weekly bills^ but what, if we are to judge by the 
mode of his behaviour, thinks his fon a coniiderably 
better man than himfclf. I am naturally led into 
this coniideration by a.viik which I made to my 
landlord, an honcft carpenter, at the weft end of 
the town, a day or two ago, to talk with him about 
V L. II, K repairing 
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repairing my houfe, and to pay him a tweIvemonth?« 
rent. 

A 8 it was paft one o'clock before I fet out, J 
arrived at Mr. Roofs jud: about dinner time, and 
without much ceremony fat down with the familjr 
to a leg of pork and a peafe-pudding, and a couple 
of fine fowls with egg fauce. The company con* 
filled of Mr. and Mrs. Roof, his two fons, and a 
young lady of about nineteen, very elegantly dref- 
ied, whom .1 took for fome perfon that boarded in 
the houfe, but who, to my great furprize, I found 
was no more than my honeft landlord's daughter* 
Mr* Roof and his wife were.very plainly decorated, 
but the two fons had their hair done up in the ala- 
mode a Paris tafte, and wore each a plain blue coat, 
and a fcarlet waiftcoat very richly laced with gold : 
Upon enquiry into the profeiHons to which thejr 
were brought up, -t found that the eldefl was a 
fort of fuperintendant to his father, and that thfe 
other had, by the recommendation of a nobleman 
in the neighbourhood, been lately advanced to a 
fifty-pound place in the Excife. The young gentle- 
men;! perceived, by their cpnverfation, looked upon 
themieives in a very confequential light, and fo did 
their fitter ; they talked of nothing but earls and 
dukes, and frequently fwore upon their honours ; 
whereas their father fcarcely mentioned any thing 
higher than the bricklayer or timber merchant, and 
never prefupied to fwcar by any thing more elegant 
thao his God. 

Dinner 
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Dinner was fibarcely over, when the young 
lady and the two gendemen got up in a carelefs 
manner, and took their leaves with a polite ele« 
gaiTce, taking care to let me know, however, that 
they were to drink tea at a^ gentleman's in New 
Bond-ftrect, and from thence to adjourn to Covent- 
Garden Houfe to fee the Maid of the Mill, having 
fcnt a pe rfon for that purpofe to keep places : ** Ay,- * 
fays the father after their departure, *< Suke has 
^' been Seizing us a long time to fee this Opera, 
^ and Co Bob ^and Alick being difengaged this 
" evenitig, they agreed to go with her, and have 
*'* fent Ralph Jenkins, our youngeft apprentice ta 
** keep ^ row for them in one of the green boxes : 
-** For my own part, my dame and I feldom go 
^* above once a year, and that is to Dick Yate's 
*« benefit ; we even then fit in the two (hilling 
** gallery, and go at half after two, for the fake 
** of getting a good place." 

" But whyi Mr. Roof, (fays I) do not you 
^^ fend Ralph Jenkins to keep a place for your- 
.^* felf and your good woman in the boxes at 
*^ the fame time ; it would be much more com- 
** fortable than going fo very early, and running 
** the chance of beiAg fqueezed to death, by 
** crouding into the two (hilling gallery ?" 

•'Why, Lord, Sir, (returned my honeft land- 
•' lord) you do not think it would become a poor 
** carpenter to be elbowing it among people of 
'" faduon in the boxes : No, no, I am furc you 

K 2 " know 



M()h T a E "B A B I< E R. No. io6. 

*^ know a great deal better than that, and have 
«* only a mind to be a little merry with me.'* 

** You bring your eldeft fon I think, Mr. 
'•* Roof, up to your own bufinefs ? " '^ Yes, Sir^ 
"*' and a cleverer lad never ftepped in {hoe*]eather ; 
^^ he (hall draw a plan, or make zn efiimate with 
*' any carpenter in the kingdom : Nay, with Phil- 
*' lips himfelf, though every body muft allow 
^* him to be an honour to the buAnefs : And then 
r** if he was put. to it to-morrow, he could get ht« 
^* bread as a journeyman; why. Sir, I had him 
•*' tb« matter of four years at the bench.*' 

*' Wexl then, Mr. Roof, is not your fon a 
-** carpenter too ? " Undoubtedly, Sir." Then 
" if it be improper for you as a carpenter, to fit 
*' in the boxes ai?iong the perfons of quality, muft 
** it not of courfe be cqualiy as improper for 
" him r 

*' Ay, Sir, confider he dreffes in a very difFe- 
*' rent manner from me, and that you know 
" will make it overlooked. '^ 

*' True, Mr. Roof, but do not you look upon 
*' yourfelf to be as good a man as your fonT* 

*' To be fure I do Sir.'* 

" Why then, Mr. Roof, do not you drefs as 
** w,ell as your fon ?" 

*^Why, becaufe I do not think it would b^- 
<* come my ftation." 

** Thun give me leave to a(k you Mr. Roof, 
^* why you fufFer your Ton to run into an error 
** which you arc fo fenfible as to ayoid it your- 
felf? 
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** felf? Young men, you know, arc naturally 
•* inclined to be vain j and indulgences of this 
•^ nature, Vfhere a young man is obliged to live 
•* by his induflry, very often difqualify him for 
** trade ; as he drefles like a gentleman, he is 
** ambitious of appearing like a gentleman in every 
** refpeft 5 and will confequently aim at being 
** equally idle and extravagant : — * This is one 
** great error which I think many tradefmen fex- 
•* cufe me my worthy friend, for it is my friendfhip 
*' makesme fpeakj run into : As if their fons were 
** better men than themfelves, they drcfs them a 
** thoufand times better 5 and not only add by 
•• this means to their conftitutional vanity, but 
••give them an early turn to idlenefs and ex- 
^* pence : The circumftance of youth can be no 
*• extenuation rf the condud j becaufe,if there be 
^ a degree of diftinSion any where due, it is to 
^^ age, which is entitled to a much greater fhare of 
** veneration and refpe£l." 

F I N D I K o the converfation rather aukward to 
my landlord, I changed the fubjcSj but have 
the . pleafure of informing roy readers that Mn 
Roof has flnce, with his own hands, ripped the 
lace ofF the young gentlerficns* waiftcoats, and has 
po/itively ordered his daughter never to appear in 
his fight with a fack. 

• Ej. ' " Nuns.; 
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Numb. CVil. Satuf'iay^ February 12. 
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'TpHERE is no fubje£l which at prcfent employs 
the pens of our «ffayifts fo much as^ Luxury* 
Every writer who is de&ous of Chewing a profound 
knowledge either in ethics or in policy, exclaims 
againft it as a vice replete with the moft dreadfnl 
confequences > and inlifts^ that it will one time or 
other be the utter dcftruSion of this infatuated 
kingdom. 

. THouGHlam very fenfible luxury is- the com^ 
mon parent of many confiderable evils, I am at 
the fame time perfediy fatisfied^ it is the common 
parent alfo of the iirft bleifings in every fociety ; for 
which reaibn I muft differ widely in opinion from 
thofe ingenious gentlemen, who are for having 
it totaUy* Aipprefled > and muft not only exjH'efs 
my wonder at the tendency of their arguments^ 
but even infift that fuch a circumftance, fo far from 

being defirable, would be the inevitable ruin of 

every civilized kingdom. 

The enemies of luxury in all the arguments I 
have hitherto met with, feem to conflder this vice^ 
as they call it, on no more than one fide : they 
tell us it leads us into a thoufand exceiles, burfts 
frequently through all Ae laws of humanity, and 
excites fo (Irong a proptnfity to pleafures and 

parade^ 
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parade, that reafon is never able to govern our 
aflions, and but feldoni' powerful enough to keep 
us from the coihmiilion of any crime which has 
an appearance of promoting this general depravity 
or voluptioufnefs of our inclinations. With all 
poffible deference, however, to the opinion of 
fhefe gentlemen, Khali beg leave toa(kif by a (late 
of nature they mean that original. condition of man- 
kind,- when their food was the herbage of the 
field, and their drink the water of the fpriixg 1 
when their covering was the flcin of fome leopard, 
and their couch the naked hp of earth ; when, 
in fhort, though poffeffed of extenfive rc^ons, 
they weie fcarccly poffeffed ofany thing; and wai.- 
dered, toufe the poet's expreffion,- with their 
only acquaintance the beafts, 

y aim tenants of the Jhade, ' 
In thofc early ages before luxury was born,- do 
we not read of continual frauds, oppreffions, and 
murder^ T Do we not find that when there were 
but two brothers in the whole compafs of creatioiti 
one of them killed the other through envy, and 
hurled the boldeft defiance to the very throne of 
bis God. 

The principal argument which political writers 
have ever brought againft luxury, is, that it 

imbecillitates the mind of every body, and from 

gaining a univerfal afeefidency, finks a whole ftate 

at laft into a degree of foftnefs and effeminacy,. 

which renders it utterly unfit for warlike enterpri-* 

zes r and confequently expofes it to the machina« 

K 4 tions 
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tions of every enemy. The Romans, fay thefe 
gentlemen, while they continued undebauched 
by luxury could conquer the whole world ;. that 
is, in plain Englift, the'y could rob and murder the 
nations of earth, through an infamous principle of 
Avarice which they varnifbed over with the name 
of glory.— 'Truly a blefTed efFeft arifing from this 
boafted difregard of luxury !— -But when (continue 
the fagacious re,afoners) they once (uffered this 
vice to gain footing among tbem, that moment 
they loft all their ufual ardour, and were incapably 
of performing thofe heroic atchievementa which 
raifed their ancef^ors to immortality i that is, to 
explain this principle of argument ftill farther » 
being by this time polifbed into fometbing like 
humanity, they no longer ha4 a pafion for rapine 
or blood, but let other people enjoy peace and 
tranquility for the fake of enjoying fa tnvdluable 
a blefSng themfelves. An^ this is one of the 
dreadful tWc&s arifmg from the prevalence of 
luxury. Truly a very proper fubje£l for a 'moralift 
to complain of, who feels for the private diftreifea 
of his country, or tl)e general good of all man-* 
kind. 

In^ every age fince tbe commencement of 
Engliih literature, poor luxury has been an ever- 
lafling, but, as I faid before, for our mortal and 
political writers. The firft have been continually 
talking how prejudicial it muft prove to individuals^^ 
and the latter have been as continually mentioning 
how fatal it muft inevitably turn out to kingdoms ; 

yet 
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yet what a pity is it that univerfal experience gives 
to palpable a contradi£lion to all their declamati* 
ons \ Great Britain, I grant, has for many years 
been abforbed in luxury, yet that luxury has ren- 
dered VLB no way efFeminate. In the late war we 
convinced our enemies that the moft hardy asras 
of the Romans republic did not exceed us in* 
valour ; and poffibly ihould hoftilities re-commence 
to-morrow, we Ihould give them this conviction 
again with the greateft alacrity^ 

WiTttregard to individuals, luxury may in fome 
meafure be conddered as the immediate fource of 
their exiftence. Every thing beyond the abfolute 
necelTariesof lifeisluxury : whatthen would become 
of our merchants without it i Our commerce 
WQuld in an infiant be annihilated,, and our 
• manufa£lures totally deftroyed. People of falhion - 
inftead of encouraging the fciences and the arts, 
.would be hedging in the country* ; and our poets 
^fAinters, muficians, mercers, jewellers, and in fhor€ 
.every perfon of every profeffion would be reduced to 
niuch fuch a (ituation as the favages of America* For 
. thefe reafons therefore let us not rail againftluxury; 
;if in fome cafes'it gives us defires above ourfitua- 
tion, andliurries ys iato exceffes,. Jet us on th^oth^r^ 
hand look upon it as the only parent of tirade, and 
the general fupport of fociety ; above all let the ene- 
mies of luxury be a little confident with themfelves, . 
and recpliedt^ that when they advife us to grow rich ' 
by a dofe application to our commerce, they ia* 
' hStf advife vs to be luxorious^ unlcfs they can 

K5 prove 
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prove that ic is criminal to enjoy this wealth aftef 
we have acquired it ; and that it is to decline the 
gratification of oar wiflies, that we fo inceflantly 
labour for the means. 

I am, Sir, &c. 

A VOLUPTUARY* 



«a*iMM«MUi^- 



Numb. CVIII. &aiUrday^ February 19. 



T F we take an accurate view of the world, and 
make a jufl obfervation upon the various cha- 
ra^ers it abounds with, we flsall find thofe which 
in general attrad our greateft admiration, feldom 
if ever entitled to our efteem ; and thofe which 
work the ffrongeft upon our wonder, the leaft en- 
titled ta our love. The glare of heioifm or dig- 
nity only dazzles ^ur imagination, whereas the 
milder virtues of domeftic life never fatigue upon 
the fight, but on the contrary, like a beautiful 
landfcape, fupply us with everlafting charms, and 
'Cncreafe upon the fancy the more they are enjoyed. 
The reader will eafily fee from the following letter, 
which . my nephew Harry (who conftandy acquaints 
me with every thing) lately received from Charles 
-tHafiings, a young fellow of his acquaintance, hoW 
1 have been led into the foregoing reflexion. 
To H. RATTLE, Efq-, 
Dfar Harryy 

SINC£ my return to Gloucefterfhire, a moft 
melancholy circumftance has happened in poor 
Dr.. Winterton's family, our old tutor, which I 

fcarce 
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facrce know how to communicate,. on account of 
fome little concern which I have had in the confe- 
quences ; but as I am fenfible you will not imagine 
I have any fejf-fulficient motive to gratify by the 
relation, I fhall proceed to the particulars, with"* 
out any further apology. 

Doctor Winterton had, it fctmsy^ gone indif- 
crcetly as a fecurity for his wife's brother, in a 
much larger fum than bis circumfiances could poffi* 
bly bear, and the brother, being a vtllain^ thought 
proper to make off a few days before the moneys 
became due; the obdurate creditor infifted upon 
ixiftant {alisfaAion, and the do£lor behig unable 
,10 give it him, alibis little eiFe&s were cruelly 
ftized, and .he himfelf thrown into the count]^ 
goal. ' / 

t The circumftance reached fftyeaf'&c third day 
after I went down, and though yte-know I have 
very little reafon to be an admirer either of the 
dodor or bis family, as Iloft my uncl^ Goodwin's 
eftatd by the ill-nattjred reprefentation which they^ 
gave the beft action of my life, my fctting our old 
.firhool-fellow Raymond's fifter up in a milliner's 
fliop ; yet I determined to intereff my felf a little 
in his affairs >. and thought it ungenerous^ to re^ 
.member any thing, in the day of an enemy's csk 
lamity, but the greatnefs of his diftrefs; According>*- 
l/I got an intimatefriendof his to prepare him for^ 
my viftt, and called on him the next day : the un- 
kappy pian fcarcely knew how to ceceivt me > Mrs. 
Winterton affe&ed to be very bufy in fitting the 

roodi* 
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foom to order -, Mifs m«dc an excufe for abfentlng 

herfelf ; the three other datigbters never took their 

eyes from fome plain work, about which they 

were employed ; and the only perfon who feemed- 

re]oicie4 at my coming, was poor little Tommy, 

who is grown, a moft charming boy fince you 

faw him ; he ran tome the moment I came in; 

and crying, ah ! Mr. Haftings, feized hold of my 

coat, and hung on me with a degree of innocent 

fenfibilrty, that almoft melted me into tears. 

* As I heartily felt for the fituation of the dodor, 

I embraced the firft opportunity of taking him 

to an apartment of the goalers, where* I might 

CffFer him my fervice, without difconcerting him 

in the face of his family : I did fo in the leaft^ 

oiFenfive manner I was capable, and when I 

found him touched about his treatment of me to 

my uncle Goodwin, made ufe of every argument 

to reconcile him to himfelf, and applauded the 

goodhefs of his intention, without lamenting -the 

confequence which it had produced : By degrees 

1 reftored him to fome appearance of chearfulnefs > 

affuredhim^ I heartily fympatWtcd in his misfor- 

'-tun€», and begged, in a , manner the moft open 1 

<ould affume^ that he would tax my ability in the 

-prtknt exigence; To a mind not utterly deftitute 

t>f feeling, Imy dear. Harry, no circumftance is 

fo i&i&ire as an obligation from a peffon whom 

wc have wronged ; thw I f«lly faw manifefted in 

0ur old fncnd : He Unfiled incefiantly, changed 

hit 
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his feat every moment, ftill attempted to ^potbgize 
for former occurrences ; till at laft incapable of 
holding it out any longer, he fnatched my hand, 
kiflcd it with vehemence, andburft into a violent 
floods of tears. In fa6i, Harry, I was as much 
to be pitied as himfelf: I was afraid everything, 
would cariy the appearance of a triumph; and- 
therefore fludioufly avoided whatever I confidered' 
as tending to fo unmanly a behaviour. This 
enhanced the little n>erit of my conduct with him;- 
and the more I endeavoured to avoid giving him 
an anxiety, the more I added to his diftrefs. 

I WILL not dwell on the minuter parts of thia ^ 
tranfa<%on ;. fuffice it, by advancing four hundred 
and fifty-feven pounds^, I have brought him and 
his whole family back to the^ parfonage houfe ; and 
am amply overpaid by a confcioufnefs which I 
flatter myfelf . is no way culpable^ I mean thai 
of having difcharged a duty both a^ a chriftlan 
and as a man. I £hall be in town the firft day of 
term, till when, my dear Rattle, adieu, and ' 
bclive me to be with an unalterable efteem your 
own 

CHARLBrHASTlNGtfi 

When I fee theimmenfe fum which people of 
fortune daily fquander in fcearch of felicity, I aip*^ 
aftoniflied to think how any man with a glimmer 
of underftanding can think of recurring to the 
cuftomary methods of obtaining it, when the 
fccrct conviftion of his own heart, points out the 
moft eligible means: What is the winning of a 

thouiand 
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thoufahd battles ? What is the poffeffionof a thou- 
fand thrones, to the performance of aiingle adlioii 
like this? If univerfal applaufe is our ambition, 
virtue leads or to the immediate poffeflSon of our 
yvifh 5 and while the trappings of pomp and prece- 
d»ce gain a curfory plaudit from our follies, fhc 
with the milder luftrc of one meritorious circum-. 
ftance, commands an everlafti«g admiration from 
our hearts ! It is in every man's power to throw 
the conquerors of the world at a diftance in honcft, 
reputation ; a humanity of temper outweighs, 
a Tinivcrfe in value 5 and an immortality is to be 
purchafed by a proper application of the fmalleft 
fum, which the giddy profufion o£ our nobility, 
daily rifque upon a fmgle card. 



Numb. CIX. Saturday^ February ^6, 



THOUGH no body is better pleafed to 
fee a hufcalid place a proper degree of 
confidence in bis^ wife than myfelf^ nor wifhes 
more ardently to have the married ladies treate4 
with delicacy and afFedion; yet there is one 
fituation in which J am frequently forry . to 
'find them diftinguiflicd with extraordinary marks 
of regard, and in which! think it would be ranch 
more for the credit of our underftandings rather t6 
doubt of their difcretion, than to fuppofe it im- 
poffible for them to run into capital" miftakfes,— 
The fuuation which I here mean,, is, where 
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at our deaths, though we have a number of chil- 
dren, we rely implicitly on the t^ndernefs of our 
wives, and leave our A^hole fortunes entirely in 
their power, from a prepofierous opinion, that 
they will faithfully employ every (hilling for the 
benefit of thefe children, and be actuated by no 
other view, than a maternal concern for their bap- 
pin efs. 

It is true when we confider the natural foftnefs 
of the female cJiaraSer and recolledt with what an 
aching intenfenefs of fenfiblity, a mother general- 
ly beholds her own offspring j when we fee a 
woman's life apparently depending on a chiM, 
and hav^ befide for a long feries of years experien- 
ced in her fidelity, every poffible proof of a worthy 
heart, and a clear underflanding ; it appears unac- 
countable that we {houM entertain any doubts of 
her tendernefs, in thofe laft important moments, 
where all her feelmgs muft be tremblingly alive 
for the lofs of a worthy hufband, and where the 
unprotected fhuation of her little orphans, demands 
a double fhare of her afie&ion.—- Experience, bow- 
ever, fatally convinces us, that wexannot rely with 
. any tolerable certainty upon the conduct of the 
ladies in general ; — Neither their efteem for the 
memory of a man whom they once idolized ; nor 
their fondnefs for the very children in^wfaom they 
feemed only to exiil, are fufficient to preferve them 
from facrificing every thing which ought to be 
dear to a woman of fcnfe and humanity ; the mo- 
ment their tears are a little dried up> their hearts 

become 
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become fufceptible of fecond impreffions ; and their 
unfortunate poor innocents are'infamoufly plun* 
deredy to obtain the pofleffion offome infidious ad^ 
•ffiirer whonv they have not known perhaps a week 
and whofe principal adoration was excited by their 

fortunes, 

I am infenfibly led into this fubje£t by an ap- 
plication which was made to me for charity yef- 
tcrday morning, from a woman once the wife of 
my old acquaintance Tom £afy ; Tom was bred at 
Oxford, in the neighbourhood of which city, he 
fell accidentally in company with this lad^^ the 
daughter of an obfcure clergyman, and being fmit- 
ten with her perfon married her at once, not re- 
garding in the leaA her utter want of fortune;-** 
happily for Tom, his father, who was a merchant 
in< London, died before this marriage was dif- 
covered, otherwife it might have greatly endan- 
gered his inheritance ; however on taking pofleffion 
of the old gentleman's eftate, which confifted of 
money in the funds to a very large amount, ht 
brought Mrs. £afy to town,/etup<an elegant equi-- 
page, and lived away in a manner cntifely Aiitable 
to the atfoence of bis circumftances. I have dined 
more than once at his hoiife,. and never beheld a 
more a£Fedionate htiiband.— His whole ftmiy was 
to guard his wife from the uneafinefs even of a 
wilh, and three chsntning little prattlers, with 
which (he bleft him, (b abfolutely rivetted her em- 
pire over his. heart, that he often broke out into * 
tears of exquifitc tendernei9>- if he glased at her' 
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with any extraordinary fhare. of attention.— Un* 
cooiiiion as thefe marks of regard might be con* 
iidered, Mrs. £afy, neverthelefs feemed to merit 
them all ; during the whole feventeen year's of her 
marriage, {he never knew a will but her hu&and's, 
nor ever paiTed a moment in the moft fafhionable 
places of pleafure, with a fiftieth part of that fatis* 
fa&iont which (he received at home from her little 
family.— 'During Tom's laft illncfs ihe fat irp with^ 
him for feven weeks, and when, through the in- 
credible diftrefles of her mind and the exceffive fa-* 
tigues of her perfbn, ihe was at laft rendered una* 
Ueto move acrois die room, fhe had a mtattraft 
br6ught to her hufband's bediide, where fhe conw 
ftantly echoed to his groans, and anfwere4 in* a 
perpetual unifon to thefe forroWs which &e ccntditd. 
longer attend upon, with the medicines of relieft 
Such unexampled proofs of conjugal attachment 
deferved every made of the moft grateful acknow-* 
kdgment^ and Mr. Eafy accordingly rewarde^^ It 
with every {billing he was worth in the world, a«id 
died perfedly fatisfied that £i excellent a wemarit 
could never deviate in the leaft from the juft regard 
which was due to her children. — But alas, poor 
Tom was not buried ten weeks before this very< 
woman gave her perfon and fortune to an Iri& 
gambler ; and threw both herfelf and her childreil 
entirely upon the capricious bounty of a rafcal who- 
was as totally loft to {hame, a^ he ^as de{Utute of 
humanity ; the confequence of this unpardonable 
ftep will be calUy conceived by the reader of ima^ 

ginationj,. 
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. gination yin leTs (han fix months Mr. Eafy's three' 
children were turned out of doors by the merci- 
kfs flep-father.«— A fubfciiption was howcfver raifed^ 
among: fome friends for their fupport, aud they- 
were ail put out to profeffions, in which they have 
a genteel expectation of earning their own bread .-^ 
But as 'to the wrecbcd mother, (he was marked, 
out for a fate of much greater feverity ; • after the 
barbarous expulfion of her children , her hopeful 
hufband, gave her the modeft alternative, either of 
going about her buiinefs alfo, or of waiting upon* 
a ftrumpet in her own houfe, witb whom he had 
been many years co^ne^d*. — The latter part of 
this propofaii incredible as it may feem, flie rather 
chofe to accept, thanto part entirely with the com-- 
pany of a villain,' wha hadbloi%ht fuch deftni£tion 
^n her family :— -Though he was deteftable to heri 
juftice, he was neverthelefs dear to her heart,^and 
ihe thought it better to undergo every fliame an(^' 
fvery »iortification,.t^an to be totallybaniihed from 
bis fight.--*-A wonun who could zSt as ihe did, de-* 
^rv'd to be treated as 0ie vns ; for three whole 
years* flie lived the moft miferable of all flaves to 
ber hu2band's miftrefs '; underwent all the various 
Kuiiyls of infuk, wliich could poffibly be thrown 
upon her by the brutality of his pi-ofiigate com- 
panions — till at laft the Hibernian's death, in 
a dueU which was occafioned by a reflexion upon- 
his- honour, at the moment he was deteded iii cog*' 
ging a die fet her free ; but left her wholly with*^ 
out ftiport y for- her fortunate rival,, the moment 

. Ihc 
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flxe heard of his death, feized upon all hh mone/ 
and papers, fold ofF the houfe and furniture by vir-' 
tac of a will, which ihe had for fome time in her 
poCeffion-, and ran away with another Irifligamblery 
before the unfortunate wretch who wa^ beft enti- 
tled to every thing, could take any fteps in her 
own defence, or even recover from that extrava- 
gance of griefin which flie was plunged, by thie 
lofsof a villain, fo utterly unworthy of her aiFe£tion. 
Is it neceflary to argue with a fenfible man^ 
about trmiftiiig his fortune entirely to a wife, after I 
have told him the foregoing flory ? If it is^ I muft 
pity the weaknefs of his underftanding, or he muft 
tax me with a total want of abilities* 

Numb. C^. SaturdLi^^ March ^- 

1"^ H E fubjed of my laft number has b^fought 
me the following letter from a reader, who 
feemsr a young fellow of fo much merit and good 
ftnfC) that I am doubly fenfible of his misfortunes. 

n /i&^ B A B L £ R. 
SIR,. 
\ Received no little fatisfadion^ from your ftric«^ 
tures on the abfurdities of thofe hufbands, who 
through a ridkulousxoRfidence m the tendernefs 
-and difcretion of a wife, at their deaths^ invefther 
entirely with dieir fortunes, and truft the welfare 
of their children, wholly to the precarious 

continuance 
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continuance of her afFeSion, or the cafual re&itude 
of her principles ;«— I am» fir, the unfortunate fon 
of fuch an inconfiderate lather, and am ftarving up- 
on a fifty pound place in the Cuftoma, while the^ 
offspring of a ftranger are rioting in his wealth, 
and vying in appearance with the firft nobility, 
on what ihould be properly confidered my inheri-^ 
tance^ 

My father, fir, was an attorney of great praAice 
in the city, lived univerfally beloved, and died 
as univerfally lamented ; my mother and he had* 
been married above fixteen years, and a more af*^ 
fedionate couple wa» not to be^et with in the 
kingdom, that be had at leaft the noft cordial ten* 
dernefs for her, appeared fufficiently evident, at 
die time of his deceafe, for he left his whole fortune 
entirely in hm* power, and afSgned it as a reafonr^ 
for his conduA, that his difconfolate reli£t would- 
be fare of my doty, when all my expe&ations de*~ 
pended upon her hand :<— But alas, fir, while be 
was dius doubtful of my behaviour to her, he did 
not confider the poffiblity of her fwerving in any 
points of afFeSion to me $ he did not confider that 
a woman with a lafge fortune in her pocket, whe- 
ther (he is handfome or homely, in the may-bloom- 
of life, or in the declining vale of years, is always 
certain of numerous admirers ; he did not more- ' 
over recollect that my mother was fcarcely thirty- 
five ; that ihe w^s remarkably pleafing in her per- 
fon; ^nd that confequently (he h^d attractions- 
mbkk were liable to caufe a change in her condi- 

tion^^ 
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tion, even without the greateft'of all attractions) 
^the inefFahle beauty of her purfe. 

B£ this, hcTwever, as it may, the exceffive 
-concern, which my mother teftified for the lofs of 
her hufband, and the determined energy, even 
fometimes of execration with which fhe exclaimed 
agaidf]; a fecond marriage, induced numbers to 
-think that my father was not altogether fo prepofte- 
rous in^his will, efpecially as I was a fmart boy of 
tirfteen, rather tall for my age, and feemed entire* 
ly to engrofs my mother's afFedlion-— But as Ham^* 
Jet finely obfcrves, 

*' Frailty/ thy name is woman*'** 

A little time, leflened the good lady's deteftation 
to fecond marriages > in a bout three months {be 
wanted company, and to remove this difagreeablc 
circumftance, admitted of vifits from a few parti- 
cular acquaintance j in lefs than half a year, (he 
could fmile at a compliment to her looks, though 
(he was fenfible *' nobody could like fuch an old 
** woman as her 3" and before the turn of the third 
quarter, out of pure humanity, beftowed her hand 
upon a hanfome young fellow, with out a (hiJling, 
who had fworn to deftroy himftflf, if (here- 
pulfed his addrefles, and who doubtlefs was a 
man of too much honour, to be worfe ^han his 

word. 

* 

To do my father^in-lawjuftice however, though 
he was a poor man, his reputation was unfullied, 

and he was neither deftitute of fenfe nor humanity ; 

fo t|iat for fome time I fared tolerably well, and 

received 
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received /many little tnftances of his ^ood nature 
and aiFe£lion ; but unhappily, fir, l>efore the ex- 
piration of a year after the weding-d^y, .my .mo- 
ther was brought to bed of a fine boy ; and I was 
no longer confidered with any remarkable (hare 
of Attention ; on the ^contrary, the birth of this 
Jittle ftranger rendered .me a kind of interloper 
in the familyy andat was locked upon as a mighty 
obligation, that I was allowed the common 
neceflaries of life, out of my mifguided father's 
fortune.— -As I was young and naturally impetuous, 
a treatment of this kind, frequently led me into 
complaints, which however juftly they might 
be founded, were certainly injudicious, becaufe they 
might encreafe the difficultfes of my fituation, but 
could noX poiSbly procure me the fmalleft redrefs. 
«-Tbey were alfo attended with this inconveni- 
ence, that they expofed me to the cenfures of 
the world —for as long as I had a decent fubfift- 
ence^ it was thought by numbers the hjgheft in- 
ilance of ingratitude to my father-in-law, that I 
prefumed to find fault. —-In this uncomfortable 
manner things continued to go on ttll my mother 
was brought to bed of another child, about which 
time my father-in-law, procured me a fifty pound 
place in the Cuftoms, and defired me to.ihift 
for myfelf. 

It is now five years Mr. Babler, fince I ob- 
tained this trifling indepen dence, and you maybe 
fare that I muft have pradifed the moft rigid 
ccconomy to fupport royfelf with any tolerable 

decency 
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decency in thefe difficult times ; I am indeed 
welcome to a'dinner occafionally at my mother's^ 
but a fingle gunieal have never received either from 
her oc her hufband, fmce the time I quitted the 
houfe to the prefent hour.— Both of them behave 
with civility enough, but neither with any 

.decree of affection : all their tendernefs i^ confined 

• to the young children ; and every fixpence of my 
poor father's money, is to be fct apart for thofe 

^who are ilrahg^rs to bis name and aliens to his 
, family-; my^ep-jirbthert^ and there are now' no 
]c[s than four, will have five tboufand pounds 
a-^piece, while I whafbouldin jufiice poiTefs the 
jwhole after my mother's deceafe, muft pro- 
bably fit down with an humble fuit of mourning, 
4>r even a paltry pair of gloves. 

liJAVE introduced this little narrative, Mr. 

-Babler, to (hew that where widows of fortune, who 

have childrea by a firft bufband, even are happy in 

a fecond choice, and beftow their perfons on a man 

who treats them with the utoj'ofl: tendernefs, the 

children of the former hulhand muft neverthelofs 

^ be material fufferers ; no people live together upon 

better terms than my mother and my father-iri* 

law, yet I am injured in the higheft degree noi- 

-n^rithftariding the reciprocality of their affe£lion : 

The property which fhould have* been mine is 

• now'my fzither-in-Iaw's entirely, and it is but rea- 
fonable he fliould give eyery preference to his own 
children : — Nay, fuppofing my mother had fiill 

, retained ^vcry thiflg in'her own hands, the iffiie of 

her 
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her fecond marriage, 15 as dear to her as the 
offspring of the firft, and my father's fubftance 
would even in ihat cafe be divided to make an efta- 
WKhment for the pofterity of a ftranger at the 
manifeft expence of his own. — Thus, Mr. Babler, 
-you £ee it is dangerous at any rate for a man to 
leave, his children dependant on thc^difcretion of a 
wife; cfpecially when wc fee the perfoathus trufted 
with the managementtif their rntereft, fo generally 
incapable of a£Hng for *herfelf. If this letter is no 
improper fupplemeat to your laft paper, print it, 
fmd believe me, 

Your*s very fincerely, 

Horatio. 



Numb* CXI. Saturday^ March I2. 



To tbi B A B L E R. 

SIR, 

THOUGH the obfervation is not over new, 
it is ncvcrthelefs extremely juft, that the life 
of man is marked by diflatisfaftion, and that in 
the moft flourifliing fituation of our circumftances, 
we are ftill pretty certain to repine under the hand 
of difcontent. . 

I WAS educated for the church, Mr. Babler, 
and having but fmall expectation of preferment, I 
endeavoured pretty fuccefsfully to accommodate my 
mind to the narrowncfs of my cxpeftations, and 

flattered 
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flakered myfelf that I ihould be the happieft man 
m the world, could I get but a curacy of fifty 
pounds a year— on this I thought, I could provide 
every thing in a handfome manner, and when I 
was fortunate enough to be appointed to an income 
pf fach a fum, I actually lived for fome time highly 
to my (atisfa£Uon ; had a decent apartment, owed 
no man a {hilling, and never wanted thofe twa 
capital eflentials in the compound of fubl unary, fe- 
licity, a mortuary guinea and a dean ihlrt. 

I HAD not however been long in pofleiSon of 
.Qiy curacy, before an increafe of acqi^aintance 
brought on an encreafe of wants ; ,1 found that I 
had de^reived myfelf when I thought of circum- 
fcribing my wiflies within fuch a trifle as fifty 
pounds : A hundred I then afpired at, with all the 
eagemefs my chara^r could poffibly admit, and 
was certain that . this fum would entirely anfwei: 
all my wi(hes.r— Well Sir, this hundifd was at la,fl 
obtained, and I kt myfelf down fo¥ |ifi uninter- 
lupted round of happinefs. — BtttXeethe futility of 
all human expectations ; my defires were again en* 
creafi^d with my fortune, and though niy circum- 
ftances, were n9W doubled, I did not find myfelf 
in the lead richer ths^n wh^n I was co^ifined to niy 
:humble fifty .pounds *«• What was .ftjll.more es^tra- 
ordinary, I did not live a bit better than fo^n^rly ; 
I feldom had /more than the fame Ample joint of 
meat, and the fame moderate glafs of punch as 
ufuah My drefi could undergo fcarcq any altera- 
. lion ; and as I ftill lived in the country, and was a 

Vot. II« 1/ batchelor^ 
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batchclor, I had no gr(?at occafion to enhance the 
^elegance of my apartment — My expences there- 
fore were accumulated in mere articles of diflipation 
which could be of little fervice to myfelf, and of 
lefs advantage to fociety ; I received continued in- 
vitations from fome of the families, round my pa- 
rifh, topafs an evening, and to make one at a party 
J 'of cards; here T generally loft a fhilling' or two 
every night, and as I was above living upon any 
body, I now and then requefted the company of 
my hofpitable friends, batchelo'r zs I jwas, with 
thefr whole families j by this means, though I re- 
:fided in a very cheap part of the country, the pro- 
fits of mypariih were commonly eaten up, by the 
time^they became dJej and I found myfelf even in 
a moreembarraffed fitulition, than when I had but 
, half the fame revenue for my fupport, 

I NOW began to thinic, Mr. Baibler, that a hun- 
dred pounds a year, was^ infinitely too fmall an 
' allowand^ for the^maintaioance of any gentleman, 
-arid therefore as mypcrfon was not very difagrce- 
able, I fancied matrimony as the moft likely ex- 
pedient to arrive at competence and content; in 
purfuance of this opinion, I accordingly looked out 
for a wife with money, and in a Ihort time bad ihe 
good fortune to marry a very deferving woman 
with eight thoufahd pounds — PoAcffed of fuch a 
handfome fum, I confidered it as nothing more than 
a proper compliment to ray wife, to live away for 
fome time, and therefore fet up a fmart poft-chaife, 
i\^ and a( quired an additional fbare of refpe^ through 
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the whole neighbourhood. . But alas, Sir, while I 
kept my poft-chaife, I v/as obliged to make a fuita- 
ble appearance in every other article of my ex- 
pence — My table was furniihed fumptuoufly, and 
thofe who were formerly among my moft intimate 
acquaintance, now thought me too great for their 
company; and inftead of thofe cordial falutes of 
unafFefled regard, which I was once fecure of re- 
ceiving in. every quarter, I met with nothing but a 
diftant bow of lifelefs refpeft: This revolution 
' however it gave me uneafincfs, apparently gratified 
the pride of my wife; fhe like the generality of 
her fex^ was fond of glitter and parade, and openly 
rejoiced that we were extending the elegant circle 
of our vifitors : (he piqued herfelf particularly on 
giving the beft entertainments of any body in the 
country j and never faw a new gown or a frefli or* 
nament upon her friends, but what (he was certain 
of having a richer fiIk,or a more valuable trinket, 
to^ appear in if poffible the next funday. — Thus 
Mr. Babler, the number of wants which followed 
the enlargement of my circumftances, reduced me 
to my original fltuation, and I had juft as much 
money to command when polTcffed of five hundred 
a year, as I was matter of at my firft fetting out. 

My lot, Sir, is however infinitely more uncom* 
fortable, if I leflen my portj or difengage myfelf 
from the company of thofe with whom I have 
afibciated fince my marriage, I am fure of being 
treated with ridicule or contempt ; befides to let 
your readers into a fecret, I am what many wifer 

L 2 men 
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men than myfelf have been in all ages, nothing 
more than the fecond perfon in my own houfe, 

Mrs. Caflbck, you muft know, has a great fpirit : 
fhe is alfo of a good family, and as every thing 
originally proceeded from her, I think her rather 
entitled to fome indulgences. For thefe feafons, 
though l! could i^erhaps ftand the fevereft bolts of 
ridicule, I am fearful to propofe any falutary re- 
dudlion inmyexpences; an4 yet. Sir, the difficulty 
I have to make matters meet in the end is incon- 
ceivable } with all this fwellingnefs of appearance^ 
I am frequently obliged to expofe my neceffities, 
and to borrow twenty or thirty pounds from fome 
of thbfe very people whofe acquaintance the vanity 
of my wife, has fo foolKhly thrown ofF. Our high- 
bred friends muft not for the world be made ac- 
quainted that we want ^ fum of money till the 
four per cents, are paid at the bank in London.-— 
That would leflen us for ever in their efteem ; but 
we can meanly ftoop to follicit^a favour from thofe 
whom we have infulted ; and become abfolute 
fuitors for the occafional good nature of the people 
whom we have treated v^ith the moft infuperable 
contempt* 

This^ Mr. Babler, to a man of any fenfibility is 
a very grating iituation •— I am a beggar in the 
midft of affluence, and by too prodigal a ufe of 
thofe favours with which providence has been 
pleafed toblefs me, I feel all the wants of the moft 
pungent diftrefs. lam fenfible what fteps I ought 

to purfue^ yet actually want the refolutioa to be 

rights 
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right; and though I knov^ that a goal muft be 
my inevitable portion in two or three years, with- 
out I immediately alter my plan of living, ftill the 
fear of giving uneafioefs to a woman I love, un- 
mans my temper, and I am rather more inclined 
to fuiFer even fuch a difgrace, than to give her 
any occafion to fufpedl either my gratitude or m/ 
love. 

Now, Sir, that I have wrote this letter I fcarcely 

icnow for what purpofe ; but as it may poffibly warn 

giddy-headed people from extravagance at their 

iirft fetting out in the world; and ihew your 

leaders that the man who would be truly happy 

muft always live within the limits of his circunnK- 

ftances, I ihall even fend it to you, and am your 

very humble fervant, 

Christopher. Cassock. 



Numb. CXII. Saturday, March 19. 
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SIR, 

IF the gentleman who wrote the laft letter in 
your entertaining paper, has reafon to complain 
of his lady's fpirit as the caufe of an impov^eriih- 
ment in hia circumftances, you will think my cafe 
a ftill more extraordinary, as well as a ftill more 
lamentable one, who am adually undoing, by the 
ceconomy of a wife, and have the pleafure of hear- 
ing my Turtle continually expatiating on the 

h % mighty 
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mighty merits of her prudence and management, 
in proportion as (he pufhes me ftill nearer to the 
verge of deftruSion. . 

My entrance into the worlds Mr. Babler, was as 
promifing as moft people's. I had a good two 
thoufand a year to my fortune, and my wife, who 
was the only daughter of an antient family, brought 
me thirty thoufand pounds : poflefTed of fuch an 
^ affluence one would fcarce imagine that my cir- 
cumftances could have been prejudiced by the pru- 
dent management of my help-mate; or fuppofe 
that any thing but the moft unbounded prodigality 
could, in lefs than three years, run me behind hand 
in the full fum of fifty thoufand pounds. • 

My wife, Mr« Babler, is defcended from a 
family, the female branches of which have for maniy 
years been diftinguifhed by fome remarkable pecu- 
liarity J her great grandmother in Charley the fe- 
cond's time, cured the beft hams in all England ; 
her grandmother never wore any ribbands but orange 
colour after the revolution. Her aunt Molly always 
rode her horfe like a man, and her mother never 
fat down to a knuckle of veal without eating two 
pounds ; Sukey, at a very early age,- was difcovered 
to have her peculiarity too : in her little intercourfes 
with her play-fellows, fhe would purchafe all their 
toys at an inferior rate, and wait with the niceft 
circumfpedtion till ihe faw a wax-doll very viiibly 
wanting in a young lady's affedion. By this means 
ihe became .miftrefs of more playthings than all 
her acquaintance put together> and eftablifhed in 

the 
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the minds of her cloaking relations fuch extraordi-.i 
nary ideas of her fagacity as made them regard her 
with an equal degree of tendernefs and admiration., 

The fame peculiarity which diftinguifhed her 

early years, now continues to mark her condu£i:, 

and her whole ftudy is to obtain what the world 

caMs a bargqm^ without ever confidering uhether 

£he has the leaft occafion in nature for the com- 

modlty which fhe purchafes ; hence, fhe is eternally 

junning from au(5lion to auction , from broker to 

broker, and from fhop to fhop. Wherever there 

is the leaft probability of coming at a bargain,* they 

.are alwayjs fure of Mrs. Bufy's company, and it is 

a matter of little confequcnce whether (he bida 

for apiece of porcelain, or a* hogihead of tobacco, 

a Michael Angelo, or a parcel of fait beef — Let 

there be but the appearance of a bargain, let her 

only know that the thing is fold beneath it's intrinfic 

value, and that is a temptation not to be with- 

ilood s fhe ftrikes off an agreement at once, and 

. kindly leaves the payment of the money to poor 

pill garlick. - _ 

Through this unaccountable humour, Mr, 
Babler, I have fcarce a rooQi in my houfe but what 
is crammed with fome of Mrs. Bufy's ceconomical 
purchafes. • I have more china. Sir, than is requfite 
to fit out an Eafl-Indiaman in her return, and more 
glafs than the largeft manufa£lory in England. I 
have above three thoufand Turkey carpets rotting 
in m^ garrets, and five hundred dozen of as goo4 
buck handled knives and forks luftii^gln my cellars, 

L 4 as 
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ms ever attacked a buttock of beef, or an apple dump* 
ling. In flioit Sir, notwithftanding all the heaps 
of money which Mrs. Bufy has fquandred in the 
profecution of her ridiculous propenfity, ihe has 
not laid out fo large a fum as five pounds upon any 
one article that could, either be of the leaft ufe, or 
the fmalleft elegance iii her family. On the con- 
tray, her purchafes have been chiefly trumpery, 
which were leilened in their value by negledl, and 
owed the mighty merit ot their cheapnefs to the 

univerfal contempt in which they were bt4d by 
every fenfible chapman. 

I BO not fend you this little narrative, Mr. Bablefi 

with a view of Working upon the tempei^ of nHy 

wife, or the pity of fbur readers. As to my wife, 

I have talked often enough to her, to know the in- 

efficacy of the foundeft reafonings ; and as to yout 

readers, I neither want their pity nor defire it. My 

fole motive for this publication is, to inform the 

world that for the future I fhall not be anfwerable 

for her whimfies. That I Ihall not receive a fingle 

article from any place with the following inicrip* 

tions : *< Now fcUing by aiidion.— ^The ilock of 

«' a Tradefman quitting bufmefs.--- Parting with, 

*^ below prime coft ;'* and a number of equally 

fignificant infinuations to take in the thoughtlefs, 

or the ignorant. The proprietors of thefe places 

may look out for other dupfes, as I am determined 

they (hall never get another fixpence of my moneys 

vnlefs it be perfonally contracted for by. 

Sir, your^s &c. 

BENJAMIN BVSY. 
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/Numb* CXIil. Saiurdeji'y March 26; 

LOOKING over Dodfley's coUeaion of 
poems a day or two ago, I met with the fol- 
lowing little ode, ^hicb, though there is nothing 
more than a prettinefs in the verfification, hever- 
thelefs contains fuch aiv uncommon degree o( be- 
nignity in the fentiment, as muft fill every reader 
with the higheft admiration for thecxccUence of 
the writer's heart; if he fhould even conceive but 
a flender idea of his poetical abilities. 

ODE W CANDOUR. 

• > 

The deareft friend I ever piovM» 

My bittereft foe I fee. 
The fbndeft maid I ever lov'd» 

Is falfe to love and me. 

IL 

Yet fliall I urge the rifing vow^ 

That tempts my wav'ring mindf 
Shall dark fafplcion clood my brow^ 

And tnd me ihan mankind ? 

in. 

. Avaont thou hell-bom fiend— no moit 
Prefame my fieps to gnide ' 
liet me be cheated o'er and o'ef 
But kt me fiiU confide. 

h$ pr.u 
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,IV. 

If this be folly all my claim 

To wifdom I refign ; 
But let no fage pretend to name 

His happinefs with mine. 

Nothing is more cuftomary with moft people, 
than when they themfelves have made an injudi- 
cious choice either in friendfliip or in love, to ex- 
claim at once againft the world ; and to declare 
that no confideration (hall ever induce them to 
honour any body with their good opinion a fecond 
time i in purfuance of this ftrange refolution, they 
z6i as if every body was unworthy of a place in 
their efleem; and make the behaviour %( 2l lingle 
individual an invariable ftandard for the integrity 
of the whole univerfe. Hence they are continually 
tortured with the fevereft pangs of anxiety and 
fufpicion : wear away their exiflence in an open, 
warfare with fociety; and die as unlamented as they 
have lived unbeloved. 

A SENSIBLE mind fhould, however, confider that 
the tempers of , mankind are not lefs oppofite than 
their various complexions; and that nothing can 
be a greater k£): of injuftice, than to entertain an 
ungenerous apprehenfion of our whole acquaint- 
ance, merely becaufe we have been deceived by 
any particular one. If we examine into the ge- 
neral courfe of our connexions, whether th^y are 
founded upoq friendihip or eftabliihed upon love. 
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we (hall find that fo far from having ajny right to 
quarrel-with the Worlds the world will upon the 
whole appear not a little entitled to our regard, 
lince in the general, we meet with a much greater 
{hare of fincerity both in friendfliip and in love,' 
. than what from the ridiculous nature of our at- 
tachments, we have any probable reafon to cxpe<9'. 
Now a days what is it which forms the foun-* 
dation of our friendfliips or conftitutes the bails of 
our loves i Is it a fimilarity in our manners or an 
agreement in our purfuits^ a conformity ^n our 
virtues, or a refemblance in our crimes ? Alas thefe 
queftions if candidly anfwered, muft load us with 
confufion and reproaqh. In ^the choice of our 
friends it is not an. excellence of underftanding or 
a benignity of heart, which produces our intimacy, ' 
or attra3s our efteem. It is not the fuggeftion of 
our virtues which is confulted in the choice of 
cur friends, but the depravity of our inclinations : 
does a man drink a bottle more than the generfility 
of our companions — good— tliat man is a very 
honef): fellow —and very proper to be ^t down a3 
a friend : does another tell a ftory, fmg a fong-^ 
or fpend the fubftance of other people with an un* \ 
comnion degree of fpirit ? Better and better, — « 
there can be no doubt of his worthy and we clap 
him in our hearts core^ as Hamlet has it, in ouc hearjt 
cf hearts: or has a third butchered his neighbour in 
fome fcandalous quatrel, arifing from the outragious 
excefs of midnight profligacy ? Bed of all — Such 
a friend is inefiimable— -An intimacy with him is 

iiot 
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not more flittering to our pride dum iigreeable to 
9tir Wifhes; #e mention his hefoifla upon every 
occafion and in proportion to the dofenefs of our 
aicquaintanccy we conftantly tkiim a fhkt9 in tbe 
Jnftre of his reputation. 

* Ik like manner where we fortm^n ftill nearer 
connexion than friendfliip is capable of admitting % 
when we ahfolutely look about for wives $ by 
what falittary ftandard do' we regulate oitt* indiaa- 
tions? Will not a tolerable face have more weight 
with tis than the moft exalted underftaindjng; and 
Irill not a tollerable fortune appear of more con-» 
ibquence than the united recommendation of all the 
mental accompliihments? When thefe things are 
notorioufly fo, what iare we to expeA but ihame 
and difappointment ; but mortification and regret I 
At a fituation like di{s> ivho are we to find fault 
with btttourfelves ? If we truft our property to the 
hands^of a robber, can we exped it to i^ iafe? 
And if we lodge our confidence or our felicity in 
the bofoms of the wortblefs, what greater fecurity 
can we poffibly hope to find, either for the prodigal 
iTepofit of our friendihips, or the frantic -repofe of 
cur affedions? Inftead therefore of quarrdling 
with the world ibr deceiving us fo often, we 
ftpuld acknowledge -ourfelves obliged that we are 
not deceived 'ftill oftenei^ our connexions for the 
moft part are injudicious, and confequently ftould 
%e fox the moft part unfortunate.; ^et, for the ho* 
nour of human nature, be it mentioned, the World 
is not fb ready to deceive as * we aretpletifr; n* 

are 
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are our acquaintance half fo much difpofdi to'hc 
villains as we are difpofed to be fools* Let us not 
therefore, becaufe we ouifelvcs are profligate or 
ridiculous, impeach the integrity of other people } 
if we have a mind to be fortunate in our friend- 
fliipt, or happy in our loves; let us not form at* 
tacbments according to the advice of our pa^ns^ 
but according to the direAton of our reafon; the 
wife dnd the virtuous are< thofe which will ftand 
the teft of the clofeft examination ; and thefe are 
the only people whom reason will ever point 
out as entitled in the leaft to our efteem or our 
affeftion. 

Numb. CXIV. Saturday^ Jpril z. 
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SIR, 

I MAKE no douht. Sir, but the conduft of a 
weekly eflTay muft be very troublefome, and that 
a great part of jrour labours are unfeen; fpent in 
efibrts that produce notlung; and thrown away 
tipon fubjcAs that are found barnen in th^ ex« 
perimenr* 

If you (hould at any time be at a lofs for a fub- 
jefi, I flatter myfelf, you would find fomething 
new ! in the hiftory of thofe obfeure ages, whicb 
modern readers have 'hitherto thought unworthy 
t>f their curiofity, and which lie deferted becaufis 
"Unknown, ^ - 
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The biflory of the unfortunate Aranthes and ): 
Afpaiia is among this number, and though their * 
epitaph at Lyons in France, has been printed in 
our books of travels, yet their ftory at length is . 
but little known. 

Aranxhes was foil to the governor of one of; 
the Mediterranean iflands, and favoured with all 
the advantages of nature, fortune and education. 
Afpafia was a Greek lady, beautiful beyond expref- 
fion, and admired by all the youth of Athens, which 
was then the place of concourfe for all the politei 
of the Roman empire. 

Their mutual merit foon produced a mutual 
efleem, and this was after fome time converted 
into the moft ardent paffion. They both indulged 
.the hopes of being happy in each other for life,, 
when Aranthcs returning home to obtain his father's 
confent, was taken by a pirate, fold into the internal 
parts of Africa, and there condemned to toil with 
the moft unremitting feverity. 

I N the mean time Afpafia felt all that love and 
Impatience could infpire j one year paffed away 
without hearing any neWs from her lover, another* 
came, but ftill the iame filence ; . at length an ac- 
count anived that Aranthes was no more. So that: 
Afpafia now loft her love in defperation* 

T I ivi E that obliterates every paifion, by degree* 
affuaged the pain, .which was felt by Afpafia, ihe 
was at laft brought to liften to new addi:efre5, and 
fo far prevailed upon by the admonitiotis of her pa-» 

rents, that fhe confented to go into France with 
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an old merchant who defigncd her for. his fon, thea 
in Africa, trading with the natives of that barba- 
rous region. Her voyage was fuccefsful, and if 
her refined manners charmed the old man, the fon 
who foon after returned was not lefs enchanted. 

A D A y was fixed for their nuptials ; and as 
he was the moft opulent man of the country, all 
the inhabitants cam»e fucceffively to offer their con- 
gratulations, and in order to add ftill greater fplen- 
dour to the folemnity, the young merchant who 
was to be bridegroom, made her a prefent of fifty 
flaves, who were at that time juft landed, and 
within half a day's journey to attend her. 

A s the prefence of fuch a number, of flaves, 
it was thought would add to the iftagnificence of 
the entertainment, they were led up to the mer- 
chant's palace^ loaded with merchandizes as was 
then the ciiftom, and bending beneath their for- 
rows and fatigue* Afpafia feft all that humanity 
can infpire upon the fight of fuch diftrefs, while 
they paffed on fucceffively before hen But what 
could equal her emotions when among the hind- 
moft of thofe unhappy wretches, fhe beheld her 
ownAranthes emaciated with labour and afflic- 
tion, and with his eyes unalterably fixed upon the 
ground. She gave a loud convulfive fhrick and 
fell fenfelefs into the arms of her attendants. As 
her fituation naturally drew the eyes of all upon 
l|cr, Aranthes faw once again the dear objeft of 
his earlieft paffion, and flew with hafte to heraffift- 
ance. Their ftory and his misfortunes were foon 

made 
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made known to the company, and the younj; mer« 
chant, with peculiar generofity, refigned hismiftrefs 
to the more early claim of Aranthes. 

Wbrb this ftory a novel, it would end with 
the greateft propriety in this place ; but truth dif- 
agreeably lengthens the account, for one day, fitting 
in a window of one of the apartments, happy in 
each other, artd flufhed with expectations of ftill 
greater rapture, a youth who with ia bow had been 
Aooting at birds in a neighbouring grove, drew it 
at random, and the arrow pierced both lovers at 
the fi^me time. Thus a life of misfortune was 
terminated by as unfortunate an end. They were 
both laid in the fame grave, and their epitaph ftill 
continues legible^ though eredled near a thoufand 
years, a monument at once bpth of the caprice of 
their fate, and of their mutyal fidelity. 

I SHALL not make any addition to thisflory, 
Mr. Babler, by unnecefT^ry obfervations — If the 
ftory itfelf is not worth the attention of your read- 
ers, it can receive no benefit from any remarks 
of mine ; ib that I fhall trefpafs no longer on your 
patience than to afTure you, with how much re^ 
gard, 

I am your conftant reader^ 

And very bumble fenrant, 

Narratoibu 
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Numb. CXV. Saturday^ April 9. 

/ 

' \ 

TH £ chara£ter of an author is vrtiat fuch 
munbers are ambitious of obtaining^ that 
every day produces fome addition to the republic ^ 
of letters^ and (hews us a great many honefl gen-^ 
ttemen who imagine, that the publication of a book^ 
let it be never* fo ufelefs or defpicable, muft raife 
them in the eftimation of the world, as if the fureft 
way to eftablifh ' an idea of the underftandings^ 
was to prove themfelves trifiers or fools* For my 
own party great a partiality as I may feel for the 
produdions of the prefs, I fet but a very imall value 
cm thofe works which sk^e not likely to be of fervice 
to fociety. 7he mofi ingenious treatife on the 
wing of a butter-fly, has but very little merit in 
my opinioix ; and my ridicule is much more eafiiy 
moved where a man of real talents takes an infinite 
deal of pains to prove fome hypothefis, which, 
when it is proved^ does not flgnify a Sixpence to the 
world, than Ivhere I fee a writer fetting out to gain 
fome point which will be really advantageous to 
mankind, but failing through an obvious want of 
abilities, in the attainment of bis^end, 

Thsrb is, however, no part of Mteratare in 
which men of genius are fo apt to trifle, or in 
which blodcheads are fo apt to be infiifferable, as in 
poetry. Who, for inftance, that reads Mr. Pope*s 
Rapt tf the Lock^ can forbear lamenting to - fmd 
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fo much fterling fancy and exquifite verflficatloti 
l!hrown away upon a fubjeft which cannot pofltbly^ 
be of the fmalleft benefit to the reader. Perhaps 
of all the pieces which thi^ great man ever pub- 
liihed the Rape sfthe Lock is the moft iiniflied and 
poetical ; yet muft it not grieve a confiderate mind 
to recoiled^, that the Rape of the Lock is at beft but 
a glittering toy ; an elevated gewgaw, merely 
capable of amufing the fancy, but no wSy calcu- 
lated to enlarge the underitanding. Muft it not 
grieve a conGderate mind to fee thofe aftoniibing 
abilities prodigally fquandere.d on fuch defpicable 
objects, when the c|[ioice of fubje£ls fuited to their 
natural dignity woiild have afforded the world a 
ftill greater degree of entertainment, and given it 
befides the mofl ample and falutary fources of ia« 
ftrudHon. 

I T is a very abfurd opinion which a great many 
people adopt in regard to the end of . poetry. So 
it amufes the fancy, they imagine it may negled 
the heart $ and fo it tickler the ear in an agreeable 
manner, they never once trouble themfelves about 
the effs& which it is likely to have upon the un- 
derftanding: thus they conclude, that the moft 
exalted walk of all literature is to be the leaft ufe- 
ful to the world, and fet down men of inferior ta- 
lents only as the proper inflxu£b>rs of foeiety. Ab- 
furd as this opinion is, it has neverthekfs a prodi- 
gious number of advocates ; and the generality of 
cur modern poets feem to be fo perfedly fatisfied 
of it's juftice, that one half of our compofitiona 

are 
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are nothing more than elegies on linnets or black* 
birds— -Defcriptions of a river or a meadow-— verfe9 
to the fpring — • and ballads about milliners giiU 
and mantua-malcers apprentices. 

D^ix^thefe worthy gentlemen, however, conllder^ 
that poetry is to the full as capable of improving 
the mind, as of amufing the imagination, perhaps 
they would endeavour to give us fome gleams of 
common fenfe in their produ£tions— Did theycon- 
fider, that the principal number of our celebrated 
poets, while they entertained us with^ the finefl: 
ebullitions of genius, have given us alfo the found- 
eft leflfons of morality j and did they confider, that 
the harmony of numbers is almoft entirely calcu- 
lated to. enforce the fentiments of virtue mOre 
ftrongly on our bofoms, they might be kindly led 
to mix a little reafon now and then with their rhyme, 
and induced to believe, that the moft poliflied ver- 
fification is but a poor apology for dullnefsand-in-* 
Iipidity. 

The herd of modern verfifiers unfortunately 
copy nothing but the defefis of our celebrated 
writers. Inftead of endeavouring to imitate the 
exalted flights of a Pope, they only follow him 
where he evidently defcends ; and becaufe he, er 
becaufe other great men like Scipioand Lselius, have 
employed themfelves in fkimming fome little poe- 
tical pebbles on the furface of genius, they claim 
an everlafting privilege to trifle alfoj and run con« 
tinually into their faults without once fpiritedly at« 
tempting to reach the leaft of their perfe£Uons. 

It 



236 T H E B A B L E R. No. 116^ 

It is in reality furprifing, when the main end 
t>f literature is to make mankind wifer and better, 
that the prefs is unceafingly teeming with produc- 
tions which often want even the negative merit, of 
having no harm to countenance the grofltiefs of 
their ftupidity^ Whoever is delirous of being an 
author fhould always carefully attend to this mate- 
rial circumance, the inftrudion of liis reader ; he 
ihould judicioufly confider with hlmfelf, whether 
the publication, which be is about to make» is fuch 
MS can either be ferviceable to the judgment or the 
heart; advantageous to the caufe of good fenfe, or 
beneficial to the interefts of morality : unlefs it an- 
fwers one of thefe ends, he never can promife him- 
ielf either profit or reputation, and it will be much 
more for his credit to continue in his ufual.ftate of 
obfcurity, than to call for the attention of the world 
to fliew himfelf a weak or a worthlefs member of 
the community. 



«r 
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T T fometimes happens that men, who make the 
. moft dangerous deviations from the laws of fo- 
ciety, and the principles of virtue, in a great mea- 
fure, owe their crimes to the very benevptence of 
^heir hearts 5 and that in the midft of all their guilt 
we find a dignity of foul which commands our 

' bigheft adm iration. 

Frank 
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Frank Lebson, was the fon of a country 
gentleman in Ireland, who pofleffed a little eftate 
of about 300 poi^nds a year, but who, with that 
liberalilty of fentiment, fo particularly the charac- 
tereftic of his nation, gave int6 an hofpitality ra- 
ther beyond the power of his circumftances, and 
in promoting the happinefs of his friends, too 
frequently forgot a neceflary attention to his own ; 
the confequence may be eafily forefeen by the 
intelligent reader -, old Mr. Leefon was involved 
in psrpetual difficulties, and w^s upon the eve of 
being thrown into prifon, when he was faved from 
a difgrace of that nature by the extraordinary piety 
of his fon ; Frank to a very excellent underftand- 
ing, joined a very amiable perfon ; oil which ac-* 
count, a young lady with an independent fortune of 
Scool. had long beheld him with a favourable eye^ 
but Frank being .attached to another whofe beau«« 
ty and merit were t^er only recommendations, had 
hitherto declined to profit by this lady's partiality ; 
however, when he faw there was no other method 
of faving an infirm father and mother from po- 
verty and bondage, the force of his filial afFedlion 
got the better of his love j he tore himfelf from the 
woman of his foul, and married thQ eight thoufand 
pounds : with this moncy^ he paid ofF all the^ old 
gentleman's debts, and entered the world with a 
degree of reputation, confiderably fuperior to the 
generality of bis acquaintance. 

A s nothing could feperate Frank and his fa^ 
ther, the old couple and the young lived for Tome 

time 
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time in the moft perfe<^ ftate 6f harmony under the 
fame roof; and tihe fevcrity of their former iitua- 
tion producing a necefTary regulation in their ex- 
pences, they were every day rifing no lefs in opu- 
lence than in felicity, when an unexpected mis- 
fortune left them in the moment of their utmofl 
fecurity without (belter and without bread : old 
Mr. Leefon, finding his health very much impair- 
ed^ and conceiving a difguft moreover at the part 
in which he refided, becaufe his friends had not 
formerly been fo ready to ai&ft him in his neceffi* 
ties, as he had reafon to expert ; refolved with the 
concurrence of his fon to difpofe of his eftate, and 
to make an adequate purchafe in the neighbour- 
hood of Dublin, where he might have ari oppor* 
tunity of confulting the beft Phyficians, and efta- 
blifhing a more agreeable circle of acquaintance: 
purfuant to this plan, he fold every acre he pof- 
feiTed, bad the purchafe money home in bills, and 
Was preparing to fet ofFfor another part of the king* 
dom in a day or two, whei;i an accidental fire 
reduced his habitation to an hea^ of afhes, de- 
ftroyed all his efFe£b, and gave him fcarcely a 
moment more than was abfolutely necefTary for 
■ theprefervation of his family : Frank, whofe whole 
property was alfo in bills, and packed up ready for 
the intended departure, loft all in th^ general ca« 
lamity, and was obliged together with his father, 
bis mother and his wife, to take refuge at a neigh- 
bouring gentleman's for a few days, till they 
were m a capacity of reaching the metropolis, 

where 
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vrhere Frank expefted from fome letters which he 
obtained to the lord Lieutenant, to procure a little 
eftablifhment either in the army or the public 
officer. 

On the arrival of our unfortunate family in 
town, young Mr* Leefon applied himfelf induf* 
trioufly to profit by his recommendations ; but alat^ 
though he met with civility, he could obtain no 
relief ; every frefh application gave him nothing 
-but freih occafion to lament the miferable profpe6i: 
before him ; and while he was continually cheer* 
♦ing every bofom ait home with the fpeedy expe£la- 
*tion of halcyon days, he had nothing but defpair 
in his own. At length, deftruAion became too 
evident to be concealed ; his father who waa now 
cohfined t^o his bed, had been a whole-day without 
fuftenance, and young Mrs. Leefon was every 
•hour trembling, left the pains of p^rturiency fhould 
oblige ber to folicit the charitable affiftance of the 
public 5 thus fituated, torn with a thoufand pangs, 
'for a wife* who poffeffed his higheft efteem ; for a 
father whom he almpft worfhipped, and a mother 
whom he tenderly loved ; Frank fallied out one 
evening 'mto the ftreets and flopping a gentleman^ 
whole appearance indicated opulence, he demand* 
ed his money with fuch a wildnefs of accent, that 
the gentleman terrified out of his wits, immedi- 
ately gave him a purfe of fifty guineas, and Frank 
eagerly retreated to his lodgings, depofiting the 
money with his father, ^and telling him he had re* 
ccived it from the lord Lieutenant's order, aa an 

^a^neft 
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earncft .only of future obligations ; the family at 
home not doubting the truth of this relation, poured 
jout their whole fouls in acknowledgment of the 
iiceroy's goodnefs, and once more refreflied them« 
ielves with a comfortable repaflr. 

Nbxt morning, however, the rcAbery became 
noifed abroad, and to the great furprize of every body 
a merchant of the firft chara£ler and fortune waji 
apprehended for the hSt and lodged in Newgate | 
on the earlieft kjiowledge of this ciixumftance, 
Frank immediately wrote to the innocent gentle^ 
man, defiririg^ him to be under no apprehenfion, 
fof4fheriiras not honourably acquitted, the perfon 
adually guilty would on the day of trial appear in 
court) acknowledge his crime, and furrender him- 
felf to the violated laws of his country ; the gen« 
tleman naturally read his letter to every body, but 
though fuch as were bis friends, talked of it as a 
mpft extraordinary affair, the generality of people, 
confidered it as a defpicable artifice calculated to 
impofe on the creduli^ of the public ; however, 
the day of trial at laft came ; and notwithftanding 
'the merchant's chara£ter appeared irreproachable 
before this unfortunate ftain ; 'notwithftanding 
feyeral perfonages of the higheft figure, proved 
him a man remarkably nice in his principles and 
opulent in his circumftances ; the profecutor was 
fo pofitive in his charge, and a number of circum- 
ftances fo furprifin^ly concurred, that he was aftu- 
ally convided; and the judge proceeding to fentence, 
when a loud noifc of mate way ran through the 

court. 



^ 
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qouTty and yoimg Mr. li^eefon, wW\ a oftanly, yet, 
oftodeiji: cQunteaance, niihing forwarc||^ <jknaiaade4 
^ be liea^d, a^ ()div:9.ii<^l l^i^iC?)! V) tM following 
cffea ; 

« Yo V fc^ before yo»i, my Lprc)^ ^ watappjr 
<< young wsm^ wl^a once Uttle t;bpqgi)t of vipj«tjng 
^^ tbe l^ws of hi$ coiinJ^ry, and wjt^pi wiibed richer 
«. to b^ the bietfd^ thsm Uie ei^etpy of Spciqt]^ ; 
^< bijt wbo knows to wb^t he ip^y he Uf;ged in tbfi 
<< houf qf ^ piprci^g c^l^nuty | tp w^^t he may he 
«« wxQMght whfift <}cftiti^c of frieiitji^ a,nd 4eftititte 
<^ of bcc^d I I n^y lordt was hofxi a. gej^tlema^ and 
<< bred ope; fi^ n^ipn^ ago I wasiiSiafler of ^n eai^ 
^' fortHne, but a,0 apcifjental fire ina n^oi^ent redui* 
^^ ced Qie tp beggery> and vrh^t ilill tQore diftr^dsd 
*« me>. r5dwce4 ?lfo an. ipfijpfi zj^ ^xfipl\cpt father, 
*< an agefl ;|^ tei^d^r ipptk^er, together with the 
^< bqft pf wom^n ^ the heft of wives tp the fame 
<< I^i^9^ntable iltua^tio^ i. encouraged by fpnij^ recpm* 
*^ mendaticKW. tp the gre^t^ w^c^jn^ up to towa^ and 

<< ei«p^apda4eQ«Ji|ieansQfprpcttriii&afB^fMteiici^5 

<< bHt al^s, q9y t^Q^^ tbpfe wiu3i waoit cpfopW&en 
^ QApftr ace.tbpfe w^Q are moft Qosifiooiydifregard-^ 
<^ ed ; inftead of aififtan<« we recoivied complux^ni^ji 
*^ an4 m^> urith the bow of a frigid poJitcnefsji 
^' where we Ipok^dfor the bounteous hand of relief; 
<^ fo that io a little time* our all was totally e«- 
^< haufi^d ; fitiA my unhappy father with.the vener* 
*^ able partner of his youth weceabQy4:a day with* 
^< out any Aiftenance whatlbever, wJien unable tq fee 
** Chew. expiring for food, Irulhed forth; and com- 
V o JL, IL M «« mitted 
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«* ifiitted the robbery, for which this gentleman 
*^ now prifoner at the bar has been condemned/' 

«• This was not the whole of my afflidion ; a 
<< fond dcferving wife, who had brought me a plen- 
*' tiful fortune, lay alfo perilhing with hunger, and 
<* that too in a fituation which demanded the ten- 
«< dereft attention, and the moft immediate regard: 
*' fuch, my Lord, were my motives for that un- 
«< juftifiable a£tion. Had the gentleman con- 
«< demned, been happily acquitted, I had not made 
.«* this public acknowledgment of my guilt : heaven 
*^ only knows what I have fufFered during his con- 
** finement ; but the empire of the univerfe would 
*« not bribe me to injure him farther ; nor tempt me 
^< by an infamous facrifice of his life, to confult the 
** fafety of my own. Here then, my Lord, I claim 
*^ his fentence, and demand his bonds. Provi- 
'**< dence will, I doubt. not, how take care of my 
-^^ innocent famify, who are equally ignorant of 
** my crime, and my felf-accufation. For my 
<< own part, I am refigned ; and I feel nothing 
.*« in confequence of my approaching fate, but 
'** from what I am ienfible my miferable friends 
«** iBuft AifFer on my account.'* - 

Here Mr. Leefon ended, and the whole court 
was loft in approbation and tears — He was, how- 
ever condemned, but pardoned the fame day ; and 
his charader fuffered fo little upon this occafibn, 
that the Lord Lieutenant gave him, with his life, 
a place of feven hundred pounds a year, while the 

Bierchant, 
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merchant, who had been acciifed from refembling 
him exceffively, dying fometime after without iflue 
left him his whole fortune, as a reward for foex*! 
cmplary an aft of juftice and generofity. 



Numb. CXVIL Saturday^ April 23. 

AS the managers of our threatres are, I am fa« 
> tisfied) gentleihen of too mtich underftanding 
to be oiFended with any body for. pointing out fuch. 
cafual improprieties as in the great multiplicity of 
their bu&nefs, may poffibly efcape thetr own ob-> 
fervation; I fhall employ the prefent paper in ac- 
quatnting them with a circumftance or two, whic!h 
may be altered much to the fatisfa6lion of the pub- 
lic, without cxpofinjg themfelves to the fmalleft 
inconvenience, or the minuteft expence. 

As I am very fond of a play and generally take 
my ftation in the Pitt, I am frequently offended 
at the conftaiit interruptions which the performance 
meets with from the reftlefs difpofitions of the mufiCy 
^ho the moment an aft is begun, always get up 
flare about perhaps with an idle gape of ftupidity, 
and then withdraw, though confcious that their 
prefence is indifpenfibly requifite in half an hour 
at the fartheft — when the prompter touches his 
-be)l towards the clofe of the aft, the audience is 
again difturbed by.their entrance, and this entrance, 
i6 made with fo* little caution that the aftors are 
abfolutely impeded ip the profecution of their parts, 

M 2 and 
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Md ib/9 latte^ioa of tH (if^^tpiT^ very froquen^^ 
catted fron tb^ 9K>ft kii^fcfting {mfl^s of ^ 

even tune theif v^ri<m9 ^lftK]||len^ vh'ikt ^ P9f'^^ 
former is a£lually fpeaking, and I have more than 
once heard Lear exdahning againfltfae nnnatuni' 
hags hb daughters, to the disjointed fqueak of a 
hautboy, the impertinent (harp of a fiddle, or the* 
drowfy hvKH 9f ^ WKb^o. .Xn/fv«^ pls^r- wc vc 
fure of I^^ 4ift¥>rlwt tW lMRf«», by t^ very 
peopU i^bQ ajife paid t^ e^creaft, <#r wi^lain- 
iptient; ai&d ynh^- (u^ly fkovi\(i froi^ oa^vei of ijo^n 
tereft, if aol ffom pr4iw:i|^fi of gra^tit;u4e& i^PtTA 
every ap|K>irtu^ty of %<Ming JLo oiif fa^lHs^a^i/^H* 

What kix^d, of corpora ^ q^^^^« foaj go t() 
tbc cojppipofitio*^ 9f a £i(p4ier J wthi|r k^o^ |H)r ^ 
5 very foli^i^au? ^ Wjig ii^^r^^d. | ^annpt 
however help thi^kiog, t>ut y^hf^t tj^py n^gbc fit 
as quietly in their feats, 9s iji^ir payoKiftf rs the 
public. During the coMrfe of 3^ ^venifig'^ entfpr 
lainmeat not o^^ in a hundred of thf; aHditcM-s ^nj 
it neceflary to gPr ofit. 'Why t)>erf^Q^f tJn^ yiko^ 
|)and of mufic, flioul^ iitave C|(^cs»g9^ to intf irrupt 
i^s regularly every h?ilf ^^uris fo9«ewhftt€>xtr^r- 
din^ry. A Httl? c,Qnvno«-fti\fe ^»i>n^t fwfily pfPr 
judice the nicety of theif e^r3, or th« exportneft of 
their iing^rsj and if not, Vi'h^t. e^f^jcufe can th^y 
po^ly a^gn fpr a t^iehf^vi^ur ft) gei^mlly dif- 
agre^bl^ Xq th^ t^Wi^j a^ad. fo palpably h^tow th^ 
pr?<9;i(:« Qf aoy pa^n vfhQ prfit^n^ed in ihc leaft ei- 
ther tm mfimm oi^ to i9Qd^%.? 

It 
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It is a circuftiftance ttientioAe^ ^igbly to Ae ba- 
Aour ef the ]bt(e prince of Wales 1h$ oM^fly'b ftdief, 
f^t hating by fome unaVoidabfe accident outftaid 
hi^ time ^>^ evening v^tft h e bad ttmiteanded a 
pVayi he Was ^^ fooner informed Ihat the aikdience 
h&d been dbKged to wait ih cbnfeKidenct of his 
4thfi ^<) h« pulled out his watch in th^ fall face 
' tf the hoofe) as if he had recognized his em>r, and 
bdWed with fuch kn acknowledgment of gracioiks 
et^defoeddon) as rendered hiin inconceitably ami* 
Iftbte fUDitt hh little miftake. With all poi&ble 
defe^ente to the getitlemen of the catgut, and the 
pfottffors of the pipt^ I think the prince of Wales 
H perfenagd of ate much confeqtie&ce as the beft of 
^eiti; aatd thertfoie if an apology was amiable 
tn him for detaiidng an audience fome minates 
fit>m a favMtite entertaiiAment, it muR be thought 
a little pf^fanftptiioud lA them to be perpetually 
diftuf bing it. < It is not hpweter the members of 
the band to Whom 1 addrels myfelf $ it ti to their 
f mtnediate mafters, and I flatter myfelf after what I 
have h^fls raid) I flialt have but little occaiion to 
expt^date tm the fuhjed for the fotute, as the ma- 
nagers havt good^fentb^ ^tA th^ pubKc have re- 
(golie^ion. 

THt ne^tt ^vXt Which I think wants refor- 
m^tidA tin idter theatres, is the ^rii£Hce wfaidi fome 
ef tiit Capital pedbtaners hkte of riiifing the price 
tof the Pftt it thrit behe&s. This of all the aAs 
bf ^rdumptidtt, which I ever remember in the pro- 
• feffi>rs trf the ftage is by much the moft glaring 
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and unpardonable ; and if it (hould be tolerated 
but a few feafona longer, there is no knowing to 
What lengths the temerity may be carried. I am 
far from being an enemy to the dramas on the 
contrary, I wiih particularly well to the a£lors; 
and am never better pkafed than when I fee their 
. merits properly rewarded, by the munificence of 
the public. But I think there is none of our per- 
formers who ought not to be very thankful for a 
clear benefit of two hundred pounds. This, either 
of the theatres will aiFord them at the common 
prices^ and one ihould furely imaginie that they 
ought to tefiify their acknowledgments for the an- 
nual company of their friends, rather than make 
. ufe of that very efteem which the town entertaiJis 
for them, to load it with an additional charge— 
what they may think of the afFak I know not; but 
. of tl^s I am fully perfuaded, that the man who 
would not think himfelf highly obliged by a clear 
benefit of two hundred pounds, never deferves to 
have a benefit at all. 

Let us however examine a little into the general 
excufe which the gentlemen of the theatres think 
proper to urge in extenuation of this extraordinary 
behaviour; whenever they are rcprejiended on 
this account their conftant plea is, that they raife 
their price in order to oblige their friends, and that 
as nobody is forced to come, nobody can complain 
of an injury. This excufe fcarcely merits a rc- 
. P^yj y^^ J^' ^^ a^ the people who urge it, whether 
the theatre is not entirely a public entertainment; 

and 
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and whether they can properly difpofe of thofe 
places to any particular individuals, which are 
equally appointed for the indifferent reception of 
all — Cuftom has for a long time authorized the 
•letting of places in the boxes^ but cuftom has 
•never authori2^d an addition to the regular price— ^ 
.Why therefore 'the frequenters of the Pitt (hould 
•be excluded from their ufual feats without the 
.payment of two {hillings extraordinary is a circum- 
flance which furprifes me much. What have the 
.'Pitt part of the audience done that they ihould be 
flngled out to bear the impoficion of fome arrogaiu 
.favourite, whom they themfelves have probably 
raifed into reputation? If an addition mufl be made 
•to the price of tickets on benefit nights; let the 
.tax become general ; let the Boxes and the Gaile- 
jrics come in for their portion of the burden^ and 
let not the; people of the Pitt be the only perfon** 
.deftined to bear the fcourge of theatrical avarice 
and temerity — If an a£lor's' friends want to put a 
fum of money in his pocket, let them give dopb^e 
or treble the value for their own tickets ; but let 
not the indifferent part of the public be obliged v^ 
jay for friendlhips in which they have no manner 
of connexion. The buildings which formerly dif- 
graced the fiage on benefit nights have been judi- 
cioufly removed by the good-fenfe of the mana^rs; 
it is therefore to be hoped that they will fhew as 
'much readinefs in the fuppreffion of a palpable in- 
. juftice as in the fuppreffion of a mere inconveni- 
ence ; and that they will not fuffer their performeira 

M 4 ' to 



14S Th X B A B L E R. Kd. xi9. 

to take ^ liberty with the pMlt^ which tbe^ dare 
hot take themfelves. 

Til£ \M thing which I flisill t^ommend t# 
the ihihiager^y is to coAfult the propriety of placess^ 
mnd to pay a Ihtfe attention to the rank t>f iheilr 
diarafbers. -^ What bttfinefs has a |Mifty ci At 
£ngli(h foot guafcb to attend upon a Pei^an em- 
peror ? Dr is It a reafoh that a prince ihould not 
1>e habited like a princfe, becaufe the ador wh6 
iappears in the chataAer has but thirty AiilliAga a 
Week:— ^ It is ihconcei^ble how thefe litde thingi 
affed an accurate obrenfer->^who can beair to fet 
the duke of CoiHwalfs gentkhiah drdl heetct thkk 
the dtikiof Cornwall hiknfelf^oi- tkidtire with 
|>atitnce to fdb the perfons tof tone ithgte falhiiy 
dreft in thetnanhei* of half a doz^ ^lifft^rthl to«S»» 
tries f iThe prbbabiUty df tb^ fiaioh betWicfs de* 
jlroyed b^ Aieanfi 6F thefe 9o^ttAf itM&^itixm^ 
hnd Drftty-knt or CoVeht-gai^tei, ftkrt ils l^ohtit- 
nually in tht Ace, whei^ we Want t6 bt Hi SfAfil 
or in Fr6^^, in Itdy or Illyrifli 
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n tb0 B A B L £ k. 
SIR^ 

T/IERE is a fet 6f ^6bd-n&!bt«d j^^te tta 
the worfd, who lb Oir IroMi tejbicinjg at the 
prot^brtty of theif nttlghbod^^ bte^dhtitiditlly «idr- 
UfiM wfaeiieva: they ttt bthets ^r^Wteg inj^ h^^'ly 

into 
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into' life, and ^ ericrfeafiWg ih thdir circumftances 
either by iht force of theil^ o\VA induftry, or fome 
uil65cj«5lecl turn of gddd fortune. 

Ydu ftiuft kridw, Mh Babler, that 1 was lately 
la ihot)-keepfe^ ih the Stt^ahd, and though 1 fay ft 
ttiyfelf, Was as fiainb-takihg a young fellow as 
Mioft tLttl htiag iiffiijuous ih my duty, t was fuc- 
cefsful in my trade, and would in all probability 
have fodn acquired a comfortable independence, 
had hot the will of a generous relation renderea 
it unhecdTary for mfe to labour any longer, by 
bequeathing me a fortune of full twelve hundred 
a yi?ar. OA this acqiiifition 1 lAade over my fliop 
to a worthy young fellow of my own family, 
arid began to fiiew away a Uttle finartly, natu- 
rally fuppofirig that a^ 1 ultras now a man of for- 
tune, there tould be no impropriety whatfoever 
in alTuming the appearance of a gentlefnan ; more 
efpecially too, as my education had been toUerably 
genteel, ismd my friends were of nb little confide- 
ration in the country. Vet unhappily. Sir, though 
I ftio6k my old acquaintance with as much cor- 
diality by the hand as ever, and was as ready as 
ever to pafs an evening with them at the Crown 
aiid Anchor, nevferthelefs the prefumption of fetting 
up a carriage, and the vatiity of wearing a bit of 
lace upon my coat, wtre inexhauftible fources of 
lidicule. It wai expefted that 1 (hould be ftill the 
very fclf fame haberda&ef I originaUy fet out iii 
life J and inftead of a<^ing in the cbaraSer t was 
iiow ehtitlcd to put on, it was thought inconceiva^ 

M 5 bJy 
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biy arrogant that I deviated in the leaft from the 
fimplicity of my mechanical appearance. Hence 
a thoufand farcafms of underbred fmartnefs were 
continually fpurted at me; and fo far from gaining 
any little credit from the prefervation of my former 
affability, that very aiFability was afcribed to fome 
motives of affeAation, and only ferved to plunge 
me in additional contempt. 

Wearied out with the malevolent reflexions 
bf the town, I determined at laft to retire into 
Nottinghamfliire, where my property principally 
lay, in hope^ that a new fet of acquaintance would 
treat me in a very different manner ; and that fo 
long as I behaved like a gentleman, 1 fhould at 
leaft be entitled to good manners and civility. But 
alas, Sir, here I found,^ if poffible, freffi caufes of 
uneadnefs and mortification. My profefiion had 
been noifed through the whole neighbourhood; 
and the gentlemen of fortune found it utterly be- 
low the confequence of their characters to aflbciate 
with a defpicable fellow who had formerly been a 
tradefman ; when I went down therefore, they 
unanimoufly rcfprved to avoid the mofl diftant in- 
tercourfe with me. Inftead of vifiting mc as a 
flranger, they even returned my cards of invita- 
tion j and one worthy wight in particular,, the 
grandfon of a cheefe-monger, threatened to horfe- 
whip my fervant, if he ever more prefumed to come 
again, on fuch a mefTage from a pitiful little fhop- 
keeper. What to do, Mr. Babler, I knew not: 
poflefTed oFz good'eflate I could not herd withth^ 

very 
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very plebeians of the country; and tbofe with 
whom I thought m/felf entitled to rank, difdained 
to keep me company. Thus circumftanced I was 
obliged to return, to the metropolis which had ufed 
me with fo unremitting a degree of ill-nature, and 
forced to truft to the cafual acquaintance of thte 
play or the coffeo-houfe, rather than detach myfelf 
entirely from fociety. 

The' old adage, Mr. BaWer, is a very good 
one, which fays, " Confider what I am, not what 
•* I bavi bqcn.'* . If mankind were in general to be 
eftimated by their original Atuations in life, we 
fhould find but very few of our moft dignified 
characters entftled to refped^ the bifhop that pro- 
nounces the benediction in our churches would be 
found fome inconfiderable little chaplain. The 
chancellor, who like another Deity^ direds in aU 
matters of equity, would come out perhaps aa 
obfcure chamber-council j and the minifter who 
made both bifhop and chancellory appear no more 
at his firft felting out than a paltry cornet of 
horfe 5 yet furely upon their advancement in the 
"word, it would be quite wrong were they to cf awl 
in the contradcd cirtumference of tl>eip,pp:mieval 
drcles. It would be rtdiculoua for the firfl ta 
fpend his evenings continually at the Chapter coffee- 
houfe ; idle in the fecond to pafs away his leifure 
at the Grecian; and as improper for th^ third to 
be perpetually lounging at George's. . If therefore 
ihofe who appear in the moil elevated^ cbara£):ers 

are 
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nre 16 aA conMdkiJtly With what thef ^^, ^nd net 
in cenformity to WfeM they i^MPr baen^ it cannot 
furely be improper fot tbofe who-ttiov^e in a mors 
fubordin^te t][)htre to follow the fame ex^nnfitk 
A man, whtk h^ continued in trade, fiioald appear 
like a t^adefman ; but if by any accident he il^ld 
amve at the pofleffion bf a pientiftd eftate, is it 
not as requifite that he fhould appear like a maa 
of fortune ? Upon a^l occafions is it not necefllary.to 
z€t with a thara^reftic degree of propriety? Pro»> 
priety> in faQ> is conftituted by the c^rvance of 
diarli6ber; and c^nfe^uently he «hat zSts ligt^eablt 
to the rules Of propriety, is infinitely lefs intided 
to the general riditule, than be Who is terrified by 
the thing which he formerly has been from iffufxmg 
the confdquenee really belonging to what he is. 
If you approve thefe fentiments^ Mri Babler, yon 
"will kindly give theflfia platen i^ not, they fliali 
*be fent for in a few days. 

By, Sit) your conflant reader, 

AKlMADVERTOk. 
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To tit B A B L E R« 

AMONG all the extraordinary charafieri id 
the ^xrenfivc rounds of iftfemy, who Arc e»- 

tiiled to the deteftation of the public, I know of 

none 
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none more odious than thofe wlkodiepend^t!^6i!i liie 
h&anty of feme proftituu for ^ tnaintenince^ imd 
live upon tfafe wtages which fbina m^rablt woman 
earns by the moft abandoned facriiice bdth of her 
peace and her reputation* Yet that there are ikien 
ib callous to cveiy d«£late of delicacy^ fo deed 
tb ertery feiitiiaeilt bf fbame^ as to boaft of 
Tuch a fupport ; and even make an abfolite pro* 
feifioa of living by the profligic]^ of die ^tfaelr 
Sex, experience every day muft fatally convince 
A» ftnfible obferver : let th4>(ev however, wto 
doubt the truth of the remark, caft an eye ofel* 
ihe followJi^ litde pom«rft, and every nin^-nine 
#^aders in a hundred will immediately point out 
tbt ptribn b^m whi^m I bave takM the iefein«> 

C ti D n A x wBi bom of very ^feure p^i«n& 
in Shropflure, and had liule obligations i&ittint 
tp nature or educattoi), but the advantage! of 
m toleralde perfon and a^ impudenee unparalleledw 
JBeing fent into the world at a very early age wkh 
liitk othef dependance thta thtfe two quatiilcatl^ 
•Mils, be ftrofie upon all tMreafiohs to siake Aeth 
4Mfwer fome acGount^ Hence, wherever he wtn% 
ht was a man of profbfled gallantry t yet having 
no ptiffions to gratify befid<» the defpicable avarke 
tif his temper, his attacks waie confiamly direfied 
ngainft thofe ffAio were likefy to fupply him with 
Money, the moltient be obtained any place in their 
tf eih'ocia* Ignorant a$ he W4s of every thing el fe^ 
lie knew that % womooi who pam wiA her heart 

wouU 
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would be eafily led to a facrifice of her intereft, 
and therefore made ufe of the fame paflport to the 
purfe which gave him firft of all an admittance 
to the perfon. 

Among the number . of thofe who diftin- 
guiihed him by particular marks of liberality, the 
miftrefs of a certain noble Lord,, who was herfelf 
allowed an ample income by th& manificence of 
her lover, made him an appointment out of her 
falary of four hundred pounds a year ; fiirniflied 
an elegant houfe for his convenience, and even 
fet up an equipage to gratify his vanity. It is 
the conftant curfe of keepers to be difregarded 
by thofe wretches on whom they are moft lavifk 
of their bounty ; and it is as coJi^ftantly the curfe 
of the mtferable wretches themfelves, to fquandcr 
away what is thus obtained from theobje£l of their 
averfion, on rafcals who treat them with cruelty 
or contempt. This was the cafe of the unfortu- 
nate wom^n before- u«. Every fixpence which 
ihcr artifice ftole from the mifguided partiality of 
Jjcr Lord, (he iminediately gave into the pofleffion 
.of Codrax^ aod thought herfelf amply rewarded 
jf he even coodefcended to receive thefe inftances 
of her regard with any tolerable (hare of civility. 
Her fondnefs, however^ w^s too palpable to be 
.always concealed ; her Lord fouild out her attach- 
ment, and difcarded her with the obloquy Ihe 
•merited. She, however, had fliU fome jewels- 5 
and other valuable moveables* Thefe ihe parted 
with giadaally to fupgoft thjB prodigality of her 

infamous 
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infamous paran^our^ and at laft reduced' herfelf 
to a fmgle change of clothes. — Finding there was 
no profped of benefiting any farther by her weak- 
nefs. Codrax decamped -^without beat of drum^ 
and. left her to all the flings of pinching poverty 
and a difpairing loye* In this fituatlon the keen-* 
nefs of her fufFerings found a refuge in diflra<£tion ^ 
and a cell in Bedlam Is now the retreat of an unr 
happy wretch, whp fome tipie ago could wafte 
no lefs than thoufands in the purTuit of. her licen^ 
tious diiHpations. In th^ oiidfi of all her diflreflef 
Codrax, though opulent through the means of 
her very affeftiort for him, refufed to give her a 
(hilling ; he faW her for fpme time wandering na- 
ked through the ftreets, bereft alike of habits 
tion and bread, yet ftill be deni^ the ijfiiilcB: 
relief. But who could expect a dawn of huma- 
nity in a bofom which was totally loft to honour; 
. or think that a mind could be tinSured with the 
minuteft touches of benevolence, which could b&- 
come fcandaloufly dependant even upon infamy 
for a fupport, and ftoop to be a proftitute to adusd 
proftitution. , 

O N £ of the next ftrokes in the charter of 
Codrax, is the deftrutSlion pf a whole family in 
the country. Having, in confequence of his laft 
connedbioii, now got ahandfomefum in his:pQcket> 
he went down to a certain -^country to^n in a/i 
elegant chariot,, attended by a couple of iiervants, 
and took lodgings juft by the hovife of a widoVtr 
ladyj^^who bad been left by the ridiculous partiali(sy 

of 
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of a doating hufband, the fbh esLt6 6F two chil- 
^itttif ofte ^daughter ijuitehi^tri^gdable ; Und what 
was ftUI worfe, tire i^Ie poflelTion of their father^s 
filiate, lArhtch aMottnted to five huhdfed ^unds a 
y«ar. Ouf'hi^m's ap|)8arance wa3 fmart, and his 
perfon^ as I have befote obferved, agreeable ; he 
Iberefore eafily got fatmfelf lAtroduced to the old 
UllitfOn'l boufe, and made fUch gobd^ufe of his time^ 
that in lers than a fortnight, botfi ihother and 
daugheet wete entii^If M hiii devotion : he conti- 
liMd this hoptfbi ebntieAioft with the two, till 
bt had either fquandered awa)r br efigrdfied the 
)>rtfttipal p^ bf their fortune into his hands : 
Ht then took his leave triui^phantly of the family; 
The febiafe part of Which did fiot long furviVe his 
depatture. The mother died of a brbkeii bearf , 
in ^ the iliiCeries, a^lhe^^ bf si pariih woik- 
hotife ; ftnd the daughter perifhed in childbed for 
want of common neceifaries. What became of 
the fon I know hot, but I think ibmebody told 
Ifte that he is now eithei' a common feaman in our 
^fleets, or a eommon Ibldier in our armies. 

C o D R A XMs now leagued with '. a profligate 
fferfortner in tJie ferVice of the publie, who has 
& eoflftderabie fum of money and fome valuable 
jewels in her pofleffion. He has* foi" fome time 
affitmbd the title of knighthood i and ordered in a 
Variety of artleles from v^rioU^ tbdeimen, who 
Itinre not ^et pethaps repented of tbeir credulity. 
How loihg thia connefHoti may continue, is a mat* 
mr of liaik CMfequente to the world. Hiofb^ 

however. 
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liowev^r, who ice tbis^ may be warned by the 
4idvice of a frienil, and take care how they admk 
AK:h a man into their families. Should my letter 
l>e' produAivie of 4b <alutary an a&d, my wifli will 
be anfwered ; and I &all with pleafure acknow* 
4edge myfelf your very humble fervanl^ 

JUSTICE. 

Kt)ltfd. CXX. Saturday^ May 14. 

T N one of my papers, fome time ago, I threw 

out a bint relative to a paifion, which my y oung 

rogue Harry had conceived for Mifs Cornelia 

Marchmont, whom 1 mentioned as the very ab- 

ftra^ of every mental pe^feSion» and every, perlbnal 

accomplifliment; my conje^ure tot aconfiderable 

while was ac()uiring fre£h feunda.tio9f but as my 

nephew faid nothing of the matter to me, I took 

.no notice of it to him^ though I dould not help 

•fmiiing at the belief, which he entertained^ that I 

was totally ignorant in regard to the obje£l of his 

affe&ions— Laft monday ievennight however, he 

came to me with an air of the gfeateft tranfport> 

and after apologizing fof not having made me 

acquainted with the bufinefi a little Iboncr, injform- 

ed me, that Mifs Marchmont had bleft him* that 

morning with the acknowledgment of a reciprocal 

. efteem^ and that I was the perfon whom iObe had 

pitched upon to open a negotiation between the 

two families. 

As 
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As I do not know any young lady exifting, who 
poiTeiles a greater (hare of my efteem, than Mifs 
Maichmont ; nor ever faw a perfon fo fmmediately 
calculated to make my boy happy, I fliook him 
cordially by the hand, wi(hed him jey. from the 
bottom of my heart, and inftantty fet out td my 
£fter Rattle, who is a very worthy woman, though 
{he fometimes will argue with me about a point of 
philofophy ; and is a very fenfible one too, though 
ihe has within thefe three months found fault with 
one or two of my Bablers : — Luckily on my en- 
trance,! found Mr. Marchmont, Cornelians' father^ 
chatting with her at the parlour fire, and as he. and 
I have been intimately acquainted above thirty years, 
I opened the bufinefs of my errand without any ce- 
remony, and this the more efpecially, becaufe I 
'knew neither could have any reafonable objection 
to the match ; every thing turned out as I expe£led, 
both were rejoiced at the a(Fe£lion between the 
young people; and there being no mighty mat- 
ters of law to retard the celebration of the ^uptiats, ' 
I thought it beft to make fliort work of the affair, ^ 
and accordingly fixed the wedding for the follow- 
ing Saturday.. The propofitioh being approved 
by the parent of each, I retired to make Harry 
happy with the intelligence, and in purfuance of 
the agreement I faw him blefl with one of the 
worthiefl, as well as fweeteft girls in the univerfe, 
with ten thoufand pounds in her pocket laft Satur- 
day miorning j — . Harry has fifteen hundred a year 

himfelf9 



No. 120. T HE B A B; L E R. .^s9 

himfelf) and my lifter who has a very good joia- 
turcy is I fancy making a purfe for him ' into the 
bargain ; — ^ fa that between what he m^ hav« 
upon herdeceafe; and upon.thedeceaf&of ano- 
ther perfon who Ihall be namelefs --f* diere wi,)! i^ 
apiple provifion for a riiing family. 

A s I look upon a wedding-day^ to be one of 

the m^fl important calls which either of the fexes 

have in their whole livcS| for the exertion of a|i 

^ extraordinary delicacy I was not a little attentive 

to the behaviour of my two favQurites, and it gave 

. me infinite pleafure to obferve upon the whple, that 

Harry's behaviour was manly, tender and refpedful^ 

• witbout deviating into that fulfome difagraeable 

fondnefs; of which, even men ofthebeftfenfeare 

often guilty, whenthey bave jvtft obtained the wo« 

man of their h^art : As, to Cornelia, I never faw a 

young creature in |)er Atuation, cohdu£t herfelf ,with 

more propriety —- to all .the dignity of conicious 

, virtue, £be joined all the ineffable fweetnefs of an 

' engaging timidity ; and though (he feemed proud 

. of the man whom (he had thus preferred to. all the 

; world, yet £be had too much fenfibijity n(^t to feel 

fome amiable terxoss, at fo awful an alteration of 

. her circumftances. 

After the performance of the ceremony we all 
retired to Mr. Marchmont's, and there being a 
, large company of us, Harry judicioufly propofed an 
unremitting round of amufemcnts both before din- 
ner and after, which entirely emplqyed the atten- 
tion even of the mofl: volatile, and prevented the 

circulation 
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drculatioti of thofe tmlelicate aillbigttitits with 
^hrb the genernlky it ^tMit^pAzy^ ^re frtqUcAt- 
ly liiigriced. So tfiM our mirth >vas as it ougbt 
' to be I mtngkd with go6d ftiift m4 niiiAiier» $ altd 
t)f courfe t!he hattnony of ii day tOdM be Kftle liable 
to interruption * while diat harmony wai fegttialed 
by reafon and oitility. 

I HAva been often (hocked at the (blemhfttatfon 
of a marriage, to fee the ridiculous, I )(ad almoft 
laid the profligate^ letity with Which people %Mt 
approached the altar of the divine beings tmA feftcd 
with one another at the inftaht of fupplicating a 
bleffing From his hand : My I havt been many 
tfanes prefent where the clergyman Who read the 
^ ferrice has conlidered the affair as a matter of die 
grtateft mctriment^ and even Winked KiAth a p^cu* 
lijir degree of ^rchneTs at the bride^ When he came 
to memtidn the ptoci^itton oF thi^d^en? 

0K£ would imagine on a Wedding ^ay^ that, If 
the filetids of the married couple had even no^vene- 
rattdn for the Deity, they Woulci^at kaft have Ibme 
tittie (hare of politehefs ; and be aAuated by a teh* 
ttT C6ncem tot the feeKngs of the IMy, if tb^y evtn 
felt no awe whatfoeVdr in the prcfehCe bf their 
God. A woman of any fenfibiiity on ' het Wtd- 
dirtg-day, moil naturally be ih circumflances fuf- 
iiciently embarraited,. without hearhlg ahy illiberal 
pleafantries from the c<>mpany, to enhahce the 
difficulties t1 her fituatioft. Wheti' ttit conffdets 
that the hap[>inef8 or mifery of her lift materially 
depe^nds tipon thethoice which (he haVthen made, 

(he 
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Cbe has caufe enough for terror : and when fhe 
9onild^rs the privilege which is fiiortly to be 
claimed by ^ object of tha( chpice, when ihe con- 
fi((^% that the delicate r,eferve, in Which ihe has all 
ih^f life ^xcen bro^gl^t ^p^i$ ia an ia%nt to be facri- 
^^ to hi^ rnclinatian. ; I fay, when all thefe 
lbifig$ are con^ered^ ii^othing c^n ht more infolent 
or ifldeed; tp/o^e cruel thaa to aggravate her di- 
llrffs, by ijhe pra^ice of} a^y improper jpcularitiesl 
People I am fenfible are ftrangely attached to oli 
flUtems, but every cuilom fixQ^^d be abolUhed, 
which is in the leaft repugnant to reafon and civi'* 
Jity i. en which ^coun*, I flatter myfclf the reader 
will g^M^^ proper ^tention to this fubje^, andcor-f 
f«^ tM e«w J ^ave her^ bew fpeaking of as faf 
a? I^^ i? ^hl^i W th^ ciTQifit of hi^ jjcqvaintance. 
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Numb, €XXL iaturday, Mty 2u 

* ' ' ' ' "" * '' * i ' ^ J ' iij ji. >, I ' t il. 

T\y RING tlv? tim^ of the cejebjrated Tham^is 
J^oj^Ji K^hp, it was 2^ con^mon apiufenient 
with ,bim ^if^^ his oflicefs, to take a number of 
^%^ and try who could niake the deepeft Inci- 
fion^ in |he ba^Jcs of t^ofe ^^ fortunate animals 
with a (?br^; he that cut fart^ieft wj^s allow- 
ed the reputatioo of the ftrongeft maij ; and 
frequcAtly it b^p^A^d^ that one of the mifeiv- 
^blc creatures ww entijely divided afunder by the 
farce of a, fiqgl? ftro!j:e : this^ anecdgte was men- 
tiw94 ati a di^b^ tp. whAcJn I h^ye the honour 

of 
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of belonging, by a gentleman of unqbeftionable 
veracity and good fenfe, who was many years a 
refident in Perfia, and was an occaiional fpeclator 
at feveral of thefe inhuman diyerfions ; the whole 
company to their honour, it muft be mentioned, 
cxpreiTed an honeft abhorrence at fuch barbarous 
relaxations, and we aH congratulated ourfelvei 
upon living in a country, where it would be fcan- 
dalous, for the very firft ordets to imitate the iPerfian 
hero in his brutal exercifes. 

When I got home, however, I could not help 
* refleSing^ that notwithftanding the confcious pride 
of heart, which we all poflefled in the moment of 
felf-congratulation, a number of amufemcnts could 
be pointed out in this kingdom cohfiderafoly more 
barbarous', than the praftice of hewing an afs to 
pieces, though this appeared fo juftly fhocking.to. 
our imaginations : nay, what is ftill worfe, the 
enjoyment of feveral baibarities is particularly re- 
ferved for people of the firft figure and under- 
flanding, as if thofe, wTiofe feeling (hould be un- 
commonly tender^ had an additional title to the 
commiifion of cruelties^ and as if a violent outrage 
upon every fentiment of humanity, Ihoiild be the 
peculiar privilege of birth and fortune :-— My readers 
may be furprifed at this obfervation, upon the peo- 
jplc of England j yet let me afk if it be more cruel 
,to torture an afs, than to tortuVe a ftag; or whe- 
ther it is not even more co'mpaffionate to difpatch 
the firft at a blow, than to purfue the latter for a 
number of hours, encreafing the wretched animal's 

agony 
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agony at every ftep, and yielding it up at lafl-, to a 
death that mufl: harrow up the bofom of any good 
natured man, who allows himfelf a moaieot's fpacc 
lor reflexion. .. 

The more in reality that we conflder this point, 
the more we (hall find it neceflary^ to condemn 
the, inhabitant3 of this civilized, this benevolent, 
country; the Perfian when he difpatches the unfor^ 
lunate afs, commits' no treCpafs upon the propert]^ * 
of his, neighbour, nor manifefts any difregard to 
the diftreffes of ^ friend: the animal whpm he de-* 
{Iroys is his own, it is confined to a particular fpot: 
and nobody can fuiFer in it's death but himfelf j 
whereas in the profecutioa of the. chace with us, 
we trample inconfider4tely through half a icounty, 
perhaps, over the corn grounds and inclofures, 
which the indufirious farmer has cultivated, or 
planted, at a very great expence; and if the. per* 
fon whom we thus injure expreffes any refentment 
at our condu£i, we poffibly horfewhip him for his 
infolence, and fend him home with the reparation 
of a bleeding head, to comfort his wife and chil- 
dren. This is not all, in the phrenzy of a hunting 
match, as well as being fenftble to the wrongs . 
which we oiFer to others, we become wholly un- 
mindful of the prejudice, which we do ourlelvesj 
for let our lives be of never fuch confequence to 
our famines, we become regardlefs of danger; we 
never hefitate at leaps that are manifeftly big with 
deftru^lion; and even, if the brother of our breaft, 
ibould meet with any accident in this mad-headed 

, courfe^ 
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courfe^ fo bv from flopping to affift kim, we tna^o 
an abfohite jcft of bis jqiisfiortune^ and expiefs a 
knC^ of plcafure ia pjroportion as- w« find bim in^ 
volved in diftrefs j if he diflocates a leg or an arm 
ky a fall from bis hocfe, be aflEbicb ua an exquUite 
entertainment; but, if be aSually fra^ipea bie 
flcully oiir mirth becomes extravagant, and wecoA- 
tinue wild with delight, tall bappinefs is totally 
effaced by intoxicatioiu 

The civilised nations of Europe, are «ctreme]y 
ready upon all occafions to ftigmatize every other 
part of the worU with the epithet of barbarians^ 
though the appellation nMgbt with infinitely more 
propriety be conferred upon themfelves } among 
tb« pohteft of our neighbours, there are a thouTand 
cufloma fcepe up, which would fill the moft upcultt* 
vatod lavage with horror, and give him if poffible, 
a ftill more conteni{>tible idea pf chriftianjty 9 9t^ 
Indian Brachmin, for inflance, will frequently go 
Co the iea-fide, while the fiftiermen are drawing 
tbeir n^ts, and purcbafe a whole boat &1IL of fiib for 
the humane falisfa&ion of reflorii^ the expiring 
cueatures to tbeir natural element, and fnatcbtng 
^em from death ;•«» naty^ the tendernefs of the 
Brachmins is fo exceffive, with regard to the an^ 
jnal creation, that they have been known to pur* 
chafe cattle at an extraordinary price, merely to 
fifvetbiin from flaugbterj compalSonatiely thinks 
ing, the k>wing heifer, or the bleatiftg lamb, an 
equal, though an humbler heir of exiftence, wit^ 
themiclves : whal tben^ woiUd men of this exaked 

* benevolencej 
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benevolence, think of the Briti(h nation, were they 
Co fee with what folemnity the right of murdering 
an innocent Partridge, or a harnilefs Hare, is fettled 
by the legiflative power of the kingdom f Were 
they to fee the armies, which at particular feafon$> 
UTue forth^ to deftroy the warbling mhabitants of 
air, for a^al diverfion ; the fportive tenants of 
the river for idle recreation? But above all, what 
would they feel to fee a generous domeftic little 
bird, fcandaloufly tied to the ftake, and denied the 
fmalieft chance of life, at the eve of a facred faftv 
fet apart by our holy religion, for the purpofes of 
extraordinary fan6ticy, and the buiineft of unufual 
mortification 5-^ it is impoffible to imagine what 
they would feel, when there are even Chriftians 
to be found, who cannot fee the pra&ice without 
horror, nor diink of it without tears. 

I AM far from carrying my notions of tenderne& 
to die animal creation, beyond the bounds of rea* 
jpn, as the Bracbmins do, who think it irreligious 
to feed upon any thing which has been ever endued 
with life ; becaufe I believe, the great Author of 
all things, deiigned thefe animals principally, foe 
the ufe and fuftenance of man : yet at the fame 
time, Antl fuppofe-they were formed by the Dett/^ 
for the relief of our neceffities, I cannot imagine 
he ever intended, they Ihould be tortured through 
wantonnefs, or deftroyed for diverfion ; nqr can I 
imagine, but what eveii the fuperftitious forbearancei 
of the Brachmins, is infinitely more pleafing in his 
fight, than the inconfiderate cruelty of thofe who 

Vol. II, N prgfcfs 
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f rofefs an imoiccliate obedience to fah word : a God 
AlUmercjs never taices delight in die untieceflary 
agony of a creature, whom he has been pleafed to 
endue with exilUnce; we therefore oiFer an infult 
to him, when we give a needled pang to the mean^ 
eft of his creaturesi a»d abfolutelj pervert the de^ 
fign of his Providence^ whenever we faaifice thofe 
animals to our amufefnents, which he has confti- 
tuted entirely for the relief of our Wants. 

I HAVB thiownout thefe refiextons with a bene* 
y6i^nt puqpofe, as fucb ntnnbers of the ignorant ud 
the thottglitle&, are apt to piomots thdr aonife* 
tnetits at the exptnce of their humanityi ilioukt^ 
what I have here offiried, be attehttod with the refer* 
tnation but of an individttaU I ifaali think toy tkma 
well emi^oypd y riditttfe I mufl naturally exped from 
numbers, for daring to combat witiiAvioiirite prgu« 
dices ; bit it is my cou fo i a d ou y that no wi^dfm 
whatftvel', whidi may be aipicd at me as a writert 
can, on the prefent-fiifajedof aznniadverfidfi, dome 
the ,minuceft ixijury^ as a man. 



ittti 



N O M B. CXXfL Saturday^ MiBf 28. 



i«*< 



WE are told by Plutarch, that whenever the 
celebrated Fhocioh Hood up in the fenate 
to fpeak upon the bufmefs of the nation, Dc- 
mofthencs, who generally efpoufed a different iyftcm 
of politics, would whifpcr the perfon who fat next 

him. 



No. lis:. T H R B A. B* L E R. '267 

birfi» and fay^ hen atms the pruning ba^ rf^y p^^ 
rwb^ ¥pr nay own part, greatly as I tnyfelf may 
fall under the commoii ceofure with the generality 
of my f>codb«r fcrtblers> I could neverthclcfs w»ih 
that the prefent age had fome falutary pruning 
hooky tojop off the redundancies of exprefHon in 
literary compoficton ; that the reader might rK)t be 
put to the trouble of going over an unnecefiary 
number of words, which, inftead of helping out a 
writer's fenfe, moft coinmonly have quite a con- 
trary cflSeA, and only ferve to obfcure the tendency 
of his arguments. 

In the Profaic productions of the prefs, our 
modern writers, inftead of aiming at concifenefs 
aiKl perfpicuity, are too apt to ftudy what is called, 
a rotundity of period ; and too ready to trefpafs 
Hpoa propriety, for the inere cpnfideration of em- 
beUiflunefit; thus to make a fentence roll floridly 
USk thic ear, they oftea nua into the moft tedious 
repetitions ; and ufe dooUe the requifite quantity 
of words from an unaccountable fuppofition, that 
an elegance of ftUe is conititoted by an abiblute 
prolixity: vi^hereas a moment's racoileAion njtuft 
fatisfy a fenftble mind, that the fooner we difcover 
our meanings, the more mafterly our pens muft be 
naturally efteemed \ and the Tooner we inform the 
underftanding of a reader, the more capable v^e 
are to aofwer the important defsgns of hrs in- 
ftruAion. 

In poetical compoiition there is nothing more 
frequent than the practice of clogging a line with 

N 2 a load 
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a load of ufelefs epithet or unmeaning pleonafm, 
merely to fill out the neceffiiry quantity of iyllables r 
to point out what I mean more ftrongly, I {ball 
give the reader an example frem a man of no lefs 
confequence than Addifon. The following ill- 
written fimile in Cato has been greatly admired^ 
and even in the Guardian it is quoted as one of 
the principal beauties which excites the admira'tiofl 
of lady Lizard and her family : 

So the/Jifir limpid ftream whenfiu^J with Jlaiitf^ 
Of gujhing torrtttts and defcending rainSf 
Works it/elf clear and as it runs refines^ 
Till By degrees the floating mirror Jhints : 
Refle£^ each flowV that on the border grows* 
And a new heaven in it's fair bofom fiiews. 

In the four firft lines of this fimile the judicious 
reader will immediately perceive, that the poet has 
done little more than called a fpade a fpade ; that 
is, made ufe of fynonimous epithets or meanings 
entirely fimilar \ the epithet fun is juft the fame 
as limpid; and we all know that when a ftream 
Is fouled^ it muft htjlained of courfe : in like man- 
ner io work itfelfdeoTy it muft refine as it runs \ and 
confequently refining only as it runs, it's fbining 
muft be gradual. To be ferious, the poet might 
as well repeat the term pure^ as follow it with the 
term limpid i and he might with juft the fame ele- 
gance tell us» that the ftream wasftained with ftains, 
as ufe a word of juft the fame fignification. Mr. 
Addifon, however highly entitled to our admi- 
ration 
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ration as a profe^writcr, has, as a verfifier, but 
fmall pretenfions to our applaufe ; it is not there- 
fore fo much to cenfure him that I have pointed 
out the prefeat imperfeAion, as to warn my poe- 
tical purchafers from copying the miftake. la 
poetry our epithets ihould never be forced— ^pro- 
perly ufed they have a fine cfEsSt ; but when they 
are vifibly dragged in to fpin out the mcafure of 
a line, and are ihoreover bald repetitions of the 
fame idea, they become abominahie* Nothing; 
contributes more to their beauty than variety ; and 
nothing i» eafier than to render them various, A 
ftream, for inftance, has more qualities than one; 
it may be fmooth aa well as limpid f and a rofe 
befides it's colour, has fragrance to dtftinguifh it. 
When, therefore, our objeds have qualities enough 
to fupp^y US with a diverflty of epithets, it muft 
be a ftrange fbrgetfalnefs indeed ta pick out a 
fynonim, and' to tell the world that what is eacr 
4?elient is excellent. 

The great art of all ftile is for a writer never 
to throw away his words; never to introduee 
any thing into his piece but what is really necef- 
iary for the main pucpole of bis defign. It is 
not becaufe he has a pompous period of profe to 
difplay, or has a mind to parade with a particular 
blase of poetical fancy, that he fhould overleap 
the bounda of propriety ; no compofttion can have 
-merit but in proportion as it is foifnded upon good 
fenfe $ and good fenfe mud always feel an injuiy 
where a ftab is direded at propriety^ For theie 

N 3 reafons 
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reafons an author fhould always aim at faying 
pertinent things, in preference to fine ones ; and 
Vfhen his partiality for forae new fenttment is run- 
ning away with his judgment, be ought toconfider 
that the eye of the world is much more inclined 
4o kindle with difdain, than to fparkle with admi« 
Ttcbii^ he ought to confider that an indiflFerent 
reader may look with the greatefl contempt upon 
the very pafiage which he himfelf views with (b 
exquifite a degree of fati$fa6Uon ; and he ought 
alfo to confider, that the noblefl: flight of genius 
improperly brought in, is at beft but a fhining ab- 
furdity. 

For thefe reafons therefore, when a writer fits 
down to work upon a fubje£l which he imagines 
of confequencc to mankind, let him by all means 
prefer the fubftantial advantages of intrinfic ufe, ta 
the flimfey fripperies of outfide ornament ^ let hina 
endeavour to be clear before he drives to be florid ; 
and let him, where he aims at a floridity of ftile, 
take care that he is not in danger of ftr iking on the 
quickfands of a dull repetition, or a lifelefs prolixity. 
Stile is but a very infignificant circumftance, unlefs 
it has actual matter to embeliifb ; and it muft rea- 
der a man truly ridiculous indeed, who takes a 
world of pains in the formation of a fentence, 
which cannot poflibly anfwer the moft inconfiderable 
end. Upon the whole, if we cannot attain a fiile 
in literacy compofition without t^dioufnefs or tau- 
toligy ; if we are forced to load every period with 
-an uhneceflT^ry \yeight of vrmds^ merely to give 

our 
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our fentiments a litde air of fmoothnefs and order, 
I think it would in general be advifeable if we 
avoided an acquaintance with pen-and ink ; though 
at any rate a plain little frock will become us infi- 
nitely better than a tawdry fantaftic.coat covered 
entirely with tinfel, and marking us out to the 
world as a ridiculous compound of aiFe<9;ation and 
inability. 



Numb. CXXIII. Saturday^ June 5. 

T T is now above four years Ance the Babler firft 
prefumed to folicit the attention of the Public, 
and during that period he has been happily favour* 
ed with a reception, which while it does the 
higheft honour to the generofity of his readers, 
impreiTes the moft lively fenfe of gratitude upon 
bis heart ; yet this encouragement he has not va* 
nity to afcribe even by implication, to the account 
of fuperior abilities ; on the contrary, he is hum- 
ble enough to confefs a confcioufnefsj that the rec- 
titude of his intentions ia the caufe of virtue has 
been the principal bafis of hjs fuccefs ; and is fatis- 
iied that he owes his little reputation more to the 
uprightnefs of his defign, than to the extent of hia 
underftanding ; yet upon recollecSlion, he is not 
fure but he betrays a greater fliare of felf-fufEcience 
even in his humility, than if he had laid the moft 
arrogant pretention to parts: the world however has 
it's forms, and thofe forms fhould be conilantly com- 
plied 
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piled with, where they are neither ridiculous nor 
criminal ; therefore^ though a well-meaning mind 
may be leckohed among the firft of all the humatr 
^uaiificatioiiS) fttll as k is a qualification which 
every body ha$ it in his power to poffi^fs, a man 
cannot be fatd to raife himftlf infolently above his 
neighbours, when he claims no more fhan what he 
willingly allows to the meaneft of them aB. 

The kindnefs of the Public having now put it 
into my power, to make a tolerable Selection from 
my various Papers, and the marriage of my nephew^ 
with whom I refide, having confiderably leiTened 
the neceflary time which (hould be devoted to the 
conduA of a Weekly Eflay ; I purpofe taking leave 
of my readers in the prefent number, with an ob* 
fervation or two upon the nature of periodical pub- 
lication, and an excufe for the eviderK dtrparity^ 
which muft be conftantly expcBxd in productions 
of this kind— The generality of writers when they 
undertake to amu/e the world upon a plan of this 
nature, imagine, that becaufe a paper or two may 
be ftruck off with a happy facility, a thotijknd may 
be compofed with an equal degree of readinefsi 
and never once doubt, while the world continues 
in good humour with thefe works, but what they 
will be able to go on wit8 an unccafing variety of 
fubje^, and an unabating fervor of inclination; 
the novelty of the undertaking, however is fcarcely 
worn ofF, before the mrnd, with that laffitude 
which it feels in a conftaqt application to all it's 

4)ther purfuits, flags under the weight of iludy 

and 
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and fatigue, and anxioufly wilbes to be dlfen- 
gaged i itiickens at the oppreffive tax whicb.it ha» 
thus laid upon it's own enjoyments ; and was it not 
for a fecret fear that the difcontinuance of it's toil, 
would be attributed not to an impatience of con- 
ftraint, but to a want of abilities, many of our 
moft celebrated Effayifts would have foon rclin- 
quiflied their tafk, and confulted their convenience 
even before the inftruftion of the world, and th« 
cftablifliment of their reputations.. 
. There is fcarcely a walk of literature, which is 
reckoned fo eafy, or which in fa£t is fo difficult as 
this fpecies of periodical publication ; in every other 
ftile of compofition, a writer may difplay his abi- 
lities on that particular fubjefl: with which* he is 
moft intimately a[cqu^nt€d ; and may raife a con«- 
fiderable (bare of charafier by expatiating on fuch 
topics as are moft immediately agreeable . to> his 
imagination; befides this, he, may allow, himfelf 
what time he thinks proper for the perfeftion of 
his works; and is never confined by a want of 
room from delivering himfelf fully upon the mi- 
nuteft point of fpeculatton: but the cafe is far 
other wife with the unfortunate Effayift : the mifccl- 
laneous nature of his undertaking, forces him te 
furniih a variety of fubjeds, and obliges him to 
enter upon numberlefii difcuffions, which require 
not only a general knowledge of the world, but arc 
often repugnant to bis inclination: nor do the in*;* 
conveniencies under which be lsd)Qurs reft here i 

under an indifpeniible neceifily of publiihing on a 

particular 
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particular day, whether he is either at Icifure or 
tfi heakb; unembarraffed in his fimation or unclif« 
turbed in his mind} he mttft go on, and even com* 
prife his thoughts within /ach a compafs a^ may 
fuit the convenience of his Printer: before he can 
weH begin, the fcanty Hmits of his Paper renders 
it neCefiary to conclude; and his whole Effay muft 
W contained in a quantity of words, wMeh it 
fctrcely fiifieient to ferve k for an mtroduAion. 

I DO not mention thefe. matters by tny means to 
ehbancci the merit of my performance, but to apo«- 
logise in reality for it's faulH ; a. itfdet who does 
not confider haw an Efiayifl h circttmftaficed» will 
often have opportunity to anknadv^rt upolv hia pro- 
dudaona with the greatcft ieverily ; be Wilt findl 
Many fttE^a^ handed whb lit^ bnowM^omnd 
cthttrs. di&uflcd with left foice; hit good natim 
muft thtrefetr mitigate As hailluiif» of bi» crtti* 
dfm, and he nvtft never pionoiiiic«> upon the work 
wilb«mt ce^ifidering tho filiation of the Author, 
Wbejii I firft began to make a Seledioo from the 
various Papers wbkh have appeared under the title 
cf the Babijsr, I was in reality aftonifliid at the 
ftttoUerable dulnefs of a number which I committed 
Co the flames, and coukl not help admiring the 
goodncf&of theworldy wfaidi for the fake of a few, 
I hope not altogether unworthy the regard of a 
good man, could patiently put up with fuch heaps 
of ftupidity ; the more I confidered the generofity 
of the Public, the more I was encouraged to go 
. oi^ \Vttb my Sele^U^n^ the feme candour which I 

experienced^ 
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experienced, when I appeared periodically, I flat- 
tered nlyfelf would attend the publication of a vo-s 
lume or two ; efpecially when by weeding out the 
xnoft InfufFerable papers, I had in fome meafure 
rendered myfelf lefs undeferving of the general pro- 
tedion : fuch of my readers therefore, as may not 
be afhamed to fee me in their libraries, have nowr 
an opportunity of buying me in volumes. Yet 
greatly as I have been encouraged by the Public, 
the purchafers of 

OWEN^s WEEKLY CHRONICLE 

will have occafion to be pleafed ^t my declining 
to labour any longer in their fervice, as a gentleman 
of real genius, is to fill up the column which I 
have enjoyed in that Paper, with an Eflay entitled^ 

THE WISDOM OF THE WEEK; 

OR, A , 

IlEGISTER OF PUBLIC ABSURDITIES: 

in which, I doubt not, but they will find infinitely 
more entertainment; occafionally, I fhall requeft 
the author to favour me with a place, for though my 
engagements will not allow me to write without 
intermiffion^ I (hall embrace every opportunity of 
afluring the Ladie€ and Gentlemen, who have hitherto 
konoufed me with their protection, that I am^ 

with the greateft /gratitude and refpedt^ 

their moflMeToted humble fervant. 

The BABLER. 



